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Spring 2023

$7.99

GAUGE  How to Select the 
Right RV Tire STEER  Into the Splendor 

of the Adirondacks

+�Go Inside ��Your White-Hot Debate 
on What Overlanding Is— 
and What It Isn't

UPGRADE  Your Class C Standards 
with Newmar's Super Star

WEIRD, WILD, AND WONDERFUL
WAYS TO RV THIS SPRING
▼
p. 50

PLAN AN EPIC 
BREAKOUT



DISCONNECT

TO RECONNECT.
Formed out of a desire to build a better RV by building a better 
RV company, Ember set out to blaze an uncharted path by crafting 
innovative products backed by an industry-leading warranty, giving 
every adventure-seeking, memory-chasing owner the confidence to 
enjoy every mile.

For more information, visit EmberRV.com

Overland Series                          Touring Edition

https://ihrv.fyi/7cLW
http://bit.ly/3LFnl8M


50	

The Weird and 
the Wonderful
Heartland Farm is one 
of Harvest Hosts’ most 
unique boondocking 
experiences. It’s an 
alpaca farm run by 
Dominican Sisters—with 
a labyrinth, stained-
glass silo, and sense 
of peace that is every 
traveler’s heaven. 

By Mark Settle

58	

Out Where 
Worlds Collide

The difference between 
camping and overlanding? 
That’s the center of a 
white-hot (but not-so-
conclusive) debate. 
Hear what legendary 
overlanders say—and 
meet the rugged RVs 
living between the lines. 

By Marc Acton 

69	

Announcing an  
Era of Epic Toys 
The signs are everywhere—
never clearer than in the 
presence of Grand Design’s 
M-Class 336M. When that 
rear latch opens, out comes 
a bike! Then a kayak! But 
the Newmar Super Star? 
Well, that’s the one toy 
everyone is saving up for. 

23 	

Best in 
SuperShow
Every year, an awe 
precedes the Florida RV 
SuperShow. What will 
be new? What will we 
find? What just might 
blow our mind? Well, 
wait no longer. See the 
new models, floorplans, 
features, and toys that 
turned our heads in 
Tampa.

FeaturesSpring
V O L U M E  2  /  I S S U E  4  /  S P R I N G  2 0 2 3

Your RV is all checked in for great protection

Get coverage from a leader in RV insurance.
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4 minutes
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8 		  MIRROR CHECK
		  A Brief Look at the RV News and Community

		�  Catch up on RV news and highlights, give 
your Spring breakout some fresh beats, and 
interview an overlanding legend. 

15 	 AMERICAN VISTA
		  Vantage Points of American Beauty 

		�  Visit New River Gorge to experience our 
nation’s newest national park—and one of 
the oldest rivers on the planet.

23 	 ROAD ABODE
		  Improving Life on the Go

	 24 	 What Turned Heads in Tampa
	 29 	 A Little Walkie Talkie Fun 
	 30 	 Potty Talk (and Tips) 
	 35	 Get That Fresh Taste of Spring 

39 	 EDGE OF THE MAP
		  From the Highway to the Campground
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	 43 	 How to Select the Right RV Tire
	 47 	 4 Stops to Smell the Flowers 
	 48	 Plan an All-American Summer 
	 50 	 Camp Thee at a Nunnery!

57 	 RVX
		  Camping, Adventure, and the RV Experience

	 58 	 The Great Overlanding Debate
	 65	 Where Are the Songs of Spring?
	 66	 Packed and Ready for Anything

69 	 TOP LEVEL
		  RV Tech and Tradecraft

	 70	 An Unstoppable Toy Hauler
	 72	 Inside a Class C Super Star
	 75	 4 Tips to Rent Your RV
	 76 	 Onan P2500i Generator Review

77 	 FIRESIDES
		  Final Toasts and Last Roasts for the Road

	 77 	 One Last Spritz of Freshness
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	40	 1,000 Islands Campground, Alexandria Bay, NY
	47	 Shosone RV Park, Shosone, CA 
		  Antelope Valley RV Park, Lancaster, CA
		  Joshua Tree Lake, RV and Campground, Joshua Tree, CA
		  Riviera Mobile Home & RV Park, Encinitas, CA
	

	48	 Trailer Village RV Park, Grand Canyon Village, AZ
		  Camp Scholler, Oshkosh, WI
		  Anvil Campground, Williamsburg, VA
		  Pinewood Lodge Campground, Plymouth, MA
	50	 Heartland Farm (with Harvest Hosts), Pawnee Rock, KS

Campground Finder

A driving passion 
to be the best—
for you.

This issue in your hands is a 
big deal. It represents two years 
of blood, sweat, and tears that’s 
been poured into one consuming 
passion: making the world’s best 
RV magazine for you. I’m pretty 
proud of what our team has 
done—and I’m even more excited 
about the future. (The upcoming 
All-American Summer issue is 
going to blow you away.) Here are 
a few facts about our last eight 
issues of magic-making that I 
think you’ll find interesting. 

About 25 people contribute to 
each issue in some way. Each is 
exceptional at what they do—and 
it shows. (Most of them are listed 
just to the left on this page!)

I Heart RVing is the largest 
independent RV magazine in the 
country, with over a quarter of a 
million people receiving it. We 
also have a massive Facebook 
presence, with over 318,000 
followers. Our most popular 
post ever reached over 2 million 
people. And we recently started a 
YouTube channel! 

We spend a lot of time getting 
the cover just right. We typically 
start with four options, and it’s 
always a tough choice. But every 
person on the team has a voice 
in the final decision. (My favorite 
cover is this issue’s. It brings me 
joy every time I see it.)

Geographically, our team 
mostly works out of Nashville, 
Tennessee, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
and Southern Pines, North Caro-
lina; but we also have team mem-
bers across the globe, including 
Barcelona. Our first employee 
was our director of sales, Kim 
Whitaker. She’s the absolute best. 

You can’t outwork Kim. (And 
believe me, we’ve tried.)

My favorite story we’ve ever 
printed was last issue’s ice fishing 
story, “Park It on the Ice.” A close 
second would be this issue’s fea-
ture on overlanding: “Out Where 
Worlds Collide” on Page 58. (Pay 
no attention to the fact that I 
wrote them both.) 

You may not know that you 
can find us in Barnes & Noble 
and Books-a-Million, but we’re 
currently on the shelf—with more 
coming soon! When we started 
this magazine, I knew we had 
the right team. But I’ve been 
blown away with the quality they 
have produced and things we’ve 
accomplished. I truly believe that 
this is the best RV magazine in 
the history of RV magazines. And 
I hope you do, too.

Thanks for being with us 
on this journey, now two years 
strong.

Love ya, mean it.

Marc Acton
Publisher

Letter from the Publisher

“�My favorite cover is this 
issue’s. It brings me joy 
every time I see it.”

I HEART RVING | MAGAZINE
publisher | Marc Acton

managing editor | Mark Settle
design director | Brian Harvat

contributors | Liran Federmann, Pam Kennedy,  
Sue Mosebar, Michael Pescitelli, Laura Wallace

I HEART RVING | DIGITAL
executive creative director | Mark Gilchrist
video reviewer/producer | Nate Kennedy

social promoter | Craig Mitchell
email manager | Jessica Jiron
digital marketer | Larry Norris

I HEART RVING | SALES
director of sales/partnerships | Kim Whitaker

kim@iheartrving.com
integrated media sales | Laurie Zak

laurie@iheartrving.com
Please contact us to advertise with I Heart RVing

I HEART RVING, LLC | MEDIA GROUP
co-founder | David Petsolt | david@iheartrving.com
co-founder | Adam Acosta | adam@iheartrving.com

fp&a | Callip Hall

Special thanks to the teams at  
ALPHA/ECHO AGENCY & NEXT VENTURES  

who contribute to all aspects of I Heart RVing

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US AT THE 
I HEART RVING VIRTUAL GLOBAL CAMPGROUND.

PACK IT IN, PACK IT OUT
EXTINGUISH ALL FIRES

SORRY FOR WHAT I SAID WHEN I 
WAS TRYING TO PARK THE RV

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE 
(OR, PREFERABLY, GIVE IT TO A FRIEND!)

FINE PRINT/DISCLAIMERS

Copyright © 2023 by I Heart RVing, LLC

Published by I Heart RVing, LLC. I Heart RVing Magazine 
was founded in 2021 by a crazy bunch of dreamers, 
story makers, and idea tree shakers who just want to 
watch the world read.

I Heart RVing makes every effort to provide information 
that is informative and practical. The publisher, editor, 
and writers are not responsible for any adverse 
outcomes or consequences resulting from the use of 
suggestions or products that appear in this magazine. 
The acceptance of advertising in this publication does 
not constitute or imply endorsement by I Heart RVing 
(collectively Alpha/Echo Agency, LLC, NEXT Ventures, 
LLC, and I Heart RVing, LLC) of any advertised product 
or service. I Heart RVing accepts no responsibility for 
claims made in advertisements in this publication.

For all subscription updates and inquiries, go to 
IHeartRVing.com and submit a Contact form with your 
details. To subscribe to the magazine, visit IHeartRVing.
com/subscribe. To submit a story idea, please contact 
editorial@IHeartRVing.com.
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A  B R I E F  L O O K  A T  T H E  R V  N E W S  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y

Mirror Check  >  AM/FM Playlist

EVERY NOW AND THEN, a new 
concept arises that can change the 
whole landscape. According to PR 
Newswire, that might be happening 
right now. This April, Travis John—a 
tech-savvy real-estate consultant 
and RVer—launches CampersDAO: 
the first ever blockchain-based 
membership for the camping 
community. This decentralized 
autonomous organization (DAO) will 
allow camper members to govern a 
network of real-world RV parks. 

In other words: Campgrounds 
could be run by us, with a whole 
community of members deciding 
the best RV parks to buy and how 
to manage them. Which would be 

RV-world-changing. (More on that 
kind of thing on Page 58.)

John says his goal is to reimagine the 
campground membership system, 
giving power and value back to 
RVers. He says, “The beauty of our 
decentralized, community-governed 
model is that it puts our members 
in control of buying and operating 
top-rated RV parks based on what 
matters most to them.” 

Sure, CampersDAO members will also 
receive perks, from discounts on gear 
all the way to compensation for their 
participation. But the bigger appeal—
by far—is being a part of the change 
you want to see in the RV world.

Blockchain Tech Flips  
Ownership of RV World

RV Rental Giant Shares 
Travel Trends

• RVshare, the RV commu-
nity’s largest online rental 
marketplace, is using their 
extensive insight into trav-
elers’ preferences and plans 
to launch a quarterly guide. 
Called “The Road Ahead,” the 
guide will inform newbies 
and veterans alike on top 
travel trends, hot destina-
tions, upcoming events, 
recommended rentals, and 
campgrounds. Highlights 
from the first edition—avail-
able for free online—include 
Spring break sites and camp-
ground recs. 

Thinking of renting your RV? See 
Page 75.

Marketers Bait Crowds 
with Airstreams 

• Those marketers … 
always looking for ways to 
grab our attention. Now, 
one NYC-based agency, 
Daylight Studio, has a new 
trick: renting their vintage 
Airstream RVs for product 
launches, pop-up shops, and 
special events. The agency’s 
fleet of Airstreams  become 
anything clients can imagine: 
beauty parlors, green rooms, 
photo-shoot spots, and so on. 
A Daylight Studio rep says the 
reason is simple: “The iconic 
RV Airstreams will draw 
crowds from everywhere.” 

See what’s drawing the crowds at 
RVAirstream.com.

 I N  T H E  N E W S 

CAMPERS  
SAY CAMPING  
IMPROVES  
MENTAL HEALTH 

OF 2022 
CAMPERS 
WERE  
NEWBIES

New Campers Chase 
the Nature Cure

►According to KOA, last year 11 percent of all campers 
were … wait for it … newbies. (That’s a whopping 1.5 
million new households hitting the road and pitching 
their tents.) Six in 10 campers believe camping improves 
their mental health, and 54 percent view camping as less 
stressful than other forms of travel. 

Florida Adding RV Sites by 
the Thousands

• The Sunshine State has big 
plans for RVers: 3,596 plans 
to be exact. According to the 
Florida Association of RV 
Parks and Campgrounds, at 
least eight new resorts are set 
to be opened by 2024, and 
many existing resorts plan to 
expand. The 3,000 plus new 
sites will be peppered from 
the Panhandle to the main-
land and all the way down to 
the Keys. The effort makes 
Florida the national leader in 
RV park expansions. (Let the 
snowbirds rejoice!)

Ditch the winter coastline and head 
inland this Spring. See Page 40.

RV Sales Returning to 
Cruise Control

• Those record RV sales 
from the pandemic years 
are finally leveling out. RVIA 
has projected that 2023 RV 
wholesales will resemble the 
2019 prepandemic num-
bers. Even so, the industry 
remains optimistic. Speaking 
with Forbes, Huw Bower, 
president of Winnebago, 
explains that, “people who 
bought anything available 
during COVID will start now 
to shop for the right vehicle 
for them.” Attendance at 
2023 shows has been strong, 
according to Blue Compass 
RV retail chain. So for now, 
the RV industry remains on 
cruise control.

Learn more at Forbes.com.

$400K Helps Kids with 
Cancer Go Camping

• Campers Inn RV (we love 
them) raised over $400,000 
at the dealership’s recent 
2022 Glitter & Gold Gala. The 
donations will support Care 
Camps, a national nonprofit 
providing kids with cancer 
the opportunity to expe-
rience camping. Campers 
Inn RV originally launched 
a giving partnership with 
Care Camps in 2021 through 
an employee donation and 
match campaign, and has 
since grown into larger 
events like the 2022 gala. 

Learn more at RVIA.org.

Survey Reveals 
Nationwide Campground 
Needs

• According to the Camp-
ground Owner and Manager 
Survey conducted by Wood-
all’s Campground Magazine, 
one third of parks say that 
funds for improvements 
are the top resource they 
need for 2023. Park owners 
also expressed a need for 
emergency preparedness 
resources and text-mes-
saging services for guests.  
Additionally, with glamping 
on the rise, owners want 
to balance investments in 
unique accommodations. 

Explore some weird and wonderful 
accommodations from Harvest 
Hosts on Page 50.

Spring Breakout
A playlist to take on the run  
with those windows down.  

Find more 
fresh beats

Spread the News
Help keep us posted on  
what’s coming down the pike. 
Share the news stories you’re 
excited about with the entire  
I Heart community at  
editorial@IHeartRVing.com.11%

See more about 
the membership 
works at 
CampersDAO.com

Bruce Springsteen, “Born to Run”

No, we didn’t just pick the Boss for his 
springy last name. The pace and passion 
of his road lyrics are palpable—rides 
through mansions of glory, highways 
jammed with broken heroes. We know 
that love is real.

Taylor Swift, “Shake It Off”
Oh, Tay Tay has so much to say, say: 
“But I keep cruisin’ / Can’t stop, won’t 
stop movin’ / It’s like I got this music in 
my mind / Sayin’ it’s gonna be alright.” 
Try and not sing along. I dare you.

Shania Twain, “(If You’re Not in It for 
Love) I’m Outta Here!” 

Like a savvy camper, Shania knows 
exactly what she wants and isn’t afraid 
to walk—or drive—away from the unwor-
thy. Let’s make it clear: We’re in it (our 
RV) for love.

The Temptations, “Papa Was a Rolling 
Stone”

Papa, the Temptations tell us, was not 
very well behaved. (Shania might have 
had a few words for him.) But making 
home wherever he laid his hat, we get 
that.

Willie Nelson, “On the Road Again” 
Some music makes us feel instantly 
home. (Especially while we’re driving 
our road abode.) Credit Willie Nelson 
with fitting into that category. It’s why 
we’re the best of friends.

Let the whole playlist 
loose on Spotify. Click the 

 on our Spring Breakout 
playlist to go mobile with 
The Who and more.
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@OVERLANDEXPO

WHY WE HEART IT  
The expo is a visual feast 
of all-terrain teardrops, tent 
campers, and new paths being 
forged with trucks, trailers, and 
off-road toys.

Mirror Check  >  Sharing the Road

One 
Red-Hot 
Handle
Talking with the campers  
we love and follow on  
social media

Nate Kennedy, “Ask Nate” 
from the I Heart RVing 
YouTube channel, doesn’t 

just video-review sweet RV gear. He 
also rubs shoulders and shares meals 
with some of the biggest names in 
overlanding. (More about that on Page 
58.) One of them is the legendary Bill 
Burke—competitor for the 1991 Camel 

Trophy, driver of commercials, 
limit-tester for Toyota, and 4x4 
trainer of countless pros and 
amateurs alike. So, we did a little 
“Ask Nate” ourselves to get the 
scoop on Bill. But then Nate did 
one better: He interviewed him. 

Nate says, “I had lunch, and cre-
ated this video, with Bill Burke 
because, first off, I love that guy 
and his cooking, and I want to 
give our readers a great story 
about how RV living can be a 
part of a life, but also help create 
and define a life.” And what a 
story it is.

�Watch Nate’s 
exclusive 
interview with 
Bill Burke.

Mirror Check 

@CONQUESTOVERLAND  

WHY WE HEART IT 
Michael Guagliardo is an 
up-and-coming YouTube 
phenom, chronicling the 
overland life. But no one 
can steal the spotlight 
from Stanley, his French 
bulldog. @MY_RV_WILDLIFE

WHY WE HEART IT  
Navigating an RV into the 
heart of nature preserves 
to capture wildlife on 
camera is an absolute 
dream. And @my_rv_wild-
life is living it!

What overlanding looks like 

Me, following my camera, in a Land 
Rover. Hammock camping on the Lake 
Superior Circle Tour, stringing a ham-
mock from a Rover to a tree in the moun-
tains and beaches of Puerto Rico. It’s been 
me taking pics of [my former business 
partner] Ricardo filling differential fluid 

under a truck on hot pave-
ment at a parts store outside of 
Mexican Hat. Mostly? Getting 
to places where you meet great 
people living interesting, fasci-
nating lives, and doing what-
ever it takes to cook great food 
along the way. 

On being trained by Bill Burke

Recovery, navigation, wilder-
ness medicine, off-roading, and 
situational awareness—Bill’s 
an expert that doesn’t make 
you feel like you don’t know 
things at his level. He gives his 
knowledge like you’re someone 
who’s worth it, whether you’re 
a beginner or a military-trained 
pro. Bill puts on SPF 1-Billion 
and faces the sun so you, as 
the student, can have the sun 
at your back. But he’ll let you 
know if you’re doing something 
wrong, because that counts—
and he makes sure you know it 
counts. 

What Bill has been doing with 
Warner Vans and Storyteller

Bill’s been working with Warner 
Vans and Storyteller Overland 
on multiple-day trips near War-
ner’s HQ in Utah. They’re help-
ing van owners understand how 
to safely and confidently be 
self-sufficient while overlanding 
in their cool new rigs. Through 
private experiences, and events 
like the Rocky Mountain Adven-
ture Rally (RockyMountainAd-
ventureRally.com), Bill gives 
owners of these beautiful vans 
a serious look into what it takes 
to discover and explore terrain 
they might not have even 
known was available.

Share Some Laughs and Likes
Join us on social as we share every-
thing RV—including giveaway offers 
with great brands. We’ll save you a 
spot at @IHeartRVing on Facebook 
and @IHeartRVing over on Instagram.

Scrolling  
the Virtual 
Campground

Most  
Played  
TikTok

“All jokes aside, I’ll dump the 
tanks but I won’t be happy 
about it 😆 #blacktank 
#rvhumor #rvcouples”

@_OURJOURNEYTOHAPPINESS

This made us laugh!  
(But, seriously, see Page 30  
if you’ve gotta do it.)

@KENNEYSSEEAMERICA

WHY WE HEART IT 
Chuck and Yvonne’s 
Newmar New Aire is an 
absolute object of envy. 
But how they use it is 
even better. From weird 
sightings to Alaska and 
colonial forts on Lake 
Champlain, they’re seeing 
it all.
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Take a  
Wild Guess
How much do you know  
about America’s weird and 
wonderful wildlife?

 N o . 1 

American crocodiles 
are …

A.	 Actually alligators.

B.	 An urban legend.

C.	 Found in South Florida. 

D.	 Only in South America.

 N o . 2 

Which wildflower 
brightens the Antelope 
Valley each Spring? 

A.	 California poppy, Dorothy.

B.	 Rhododendron.

C.	 Wild geranium.

D.	 Dandelions!

 N o . 3 

The largest fish in 
North America is …

A.	 The alligator gar.

B.	 The white sturgeon.

C.	 The paddlefish.

D.	 A catfish, somehow 
always a catfish.

 N o . 4 

Which of the following 
animals are native to 
the Americas …

A.	 Boar.

B.	 Mustangs.

C.	 Alpacas.

D.	 Pythons.

 N o . 5 

You can still see large 
free-ranging herds of 
American bison.

A.	 True.

B.	 False.

 N O . 6 

What attracts 
birdwatchers to Magee 
Marsh, Ohio in May?

A.	 Predatory birds, like 
eagles and falcons.

B.	 Over 150 species of 
songbirds.

C.	 The Biggest Week in 
American Birding Festival.

D.	 All of the above.

 N o . 7 

Which exotic cat are 
you more likely to spot 
in Texas?

A.	 Jaguarundi.

B.	 Ocelot.

Mirror Check  >  faces from the RoadRV QUIZMirror Check 

Answer: C. While American 
crocodiles are not as common in 
the U.S. as their alligator cousins 
(they’re less resistant to cold), 
South Florida and the Keys are 
at the northern edge of its range, 
which also dips through Cuba, 
Mexico, and South America.

Answer: A. So glad you didn’t 
say dandelions. From mid-March 
to May, the orange blooms of 
California poppy unfold across the 
landscape. But Antelope Valley 
is just one of many wildflower 
hotspots in California. Sniff out 
three more on Page 47. 

Answer: B. White sturgeon get 
stupid big. How big is stupid big, 
you ask? Up to 20 feet long and 
weighing over 1,300 pounds. So, 
you may need a bigger RV.

Answer: A. Few beasts are more 
American than the bison. (And 
few activities are more American 
than ranging free.) The largest 
population is found at Yellowstone 
National Park—well within RV 
range.

Answer: D. The Biggest Week in 
American Birdwatching has it all. 
Flocks of international experts. 
Songbirds by the thousands. A 
wonderful variety of  warblers (at 
least 36). If you pull up from May 
5–14, make no mistake: You’re 
gonna see birds. Lots of ‘em.

Answer: B. Jaguarundi sightings in 
the U.S. are almost controversial 
now (though lots of folks claim 
to see them), but ocelots are 
certainly still in the wild (about 
100). You can improve your sighting 
odds at the Gladys Porter Zoo in 
Brownsville, Texas where a new 
ocelot exhibit opens this spring!

Answer: C. You can thank Hernando 
de Soto and his band of gold-
crazed marauders for adding 
feral pigs and horses to the North 
American landscape. Pythons are 
more recent imports (from pet 
owners). But alpacas? They're all-
(South)-American, baby! See them 
up close at a Harvest Hosts favorite 
on Page 50.• Fire Ants

• Chiggers

• Ticks

• Sand Flies

• Fleas

• Mosquitoes

• Bees

• Wasps

RELIEF FROM:

Easy,  
one-touch  
application!

• Instant  
Relief

• Stops Pain 
Fast

• Stops Itching 
On Contact

• Relieves  
Swelling

Get relief from bug bite pain 
and itch with ChigaRid!

ChigaRid.com | 214-951-8687

SPOT SOME NEW NATURE 
TRAILS ON PAGE 65.
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► NEW RIVER GORGE NATIONAL PARK ► WEST VIRGINIA

► 38°4’12”N, 81°4’33”W ► NPS.GOV/NIRE      

V A N T A G E  P O I N T S  O F  A M E R I C A N  B E A U T Y
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UNDER LUSH SHADE COOLED BY WHITEWATER The great, green New 
River Gorge hugs the land. An elemental masterpiece that is all stone 
and tree and water, it is full of the sound of the river and bright dis-
plays of natural life, across a landscape that’s as unchanging as granite. 
The New River Gorge is the perfect paradox: our newest national park 
and one of the world’s oldest rivers. Home to harsh rapids and lazy riv-
erbanks, to closed forest canopies and revelatory summits, the gorge 
fears no contradiction. It welcomes RVers with the confidence of an old 
host meeting a new guest.
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Mystical Views 
from the 
Bridge.
Arching its back 
high above the 
ancient river, the 
New River Gorge 
Bridge allows 
clouds to pass 
beneath it the 
way a parent 
allows their child 
to pass through 
their legs. Seeing 
it never gets old, 
whether you’re 
hiking by, driving 
over, or being 
guided under 
it (on the steel 
catwalk). 

Nearest 
Parking Lot 
Coordinate
38° 4’ 12” N 
81° 5’ 46” W



A Serene 
Moment at 
Sandstone 
Falls. 
The wonder of 
Sandstone Falls 
is not its great 
height (the water 
only drops 15 to 
25 feet). What 
awes the eye is 
the span: 1,500 
feet across. Hiking 
the boardwalk 
and Island Loop 
Trail is a stunning 
nature show that 
only takes about 
20 minutes to 
complete.

Nearest 
Parking Lot 
Coordinate
37° 45’ 33” N 
80° 54’ 19” W



On a Mountain
Named Beauty. 
The sharp 
V-shaped contour 
of the New River 
Gorge is never 
more evident—
and arresting—
than when viewed 
from above. 
From the cliffs 
and boulders of 
Beauty Mountain, 
you can survey 
it all. But be 
advised: The 
nearby Kenney 
Creek Rail Trail is 
currently closed.

Nearest 
Parking Lot 
Coordinate
38° 2’ 41” N 
81° 1’ 27” W



I M P R O V I N G  L I F E  O N  T H E  G O

INSIDE: The spring cleaning tips 
behind a little potty talk. Page 30

The Rabbit Comes 
Out of the Hat
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IT HAPPENS EVERY YEAR, but we never lose our sense of wonder at the Florida RV SuperShow. What will be new? 
What will we find? What will we see that blows our mind? Well, this year was no different. Turn the page, and we’ll show you all of 
the impressive new models, floorplans, features, and toys that turned our heads in Tampa.

Make Spring a splash as you plunge 
into the heart of whitewater country.

One of the most distinctive things about the 

nation’s newest 73,000-acre park is that all 

the campsites are primitive. (Although there 

are full hookups outside the park itself.) The 

park roads can be narrow too. As you drive, 

you’ll experience considerable drops and rises 

in elevation—one of the things that makes 

the park a hotspot for whitewater rafting. In 

the Spring, snow runoff and seasonal rains 

fill the New River to the brim—so that it 

overflows with opportunities for adrenaline 

seekers. The waters also spawn an explosion 

of wildflowers, from violets to trout lilies. Ten 

species of bat live here, as well as white-

tailed deer, peregrine falcons, and the weirdly 

wonderful hellbenders—large salamanders 

that haunt streambeds. So, lots for the kids to 

discover once you’ve put it in park.

“Today we did the BRIDGE 
WALK across the New River 

Gorge, WV!! 3,100 ft. long 
walking underneath the road 
on the inspection walkway).” 

– Brad and Cary

ENJOYING A HIGH POINT  
Brad and Cary took the guided tour into the steel catwalk that runs 
beneath the bridge. We loved this pic from Instagram at @hobb-
nobb.wanderings. Note that they’re strapped in. (Safety first!)
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Best in SuperShow
OMETHING HOT HAPPENS on the Florida State Fair-
grounds each year. While thousands of snowbirds hug the shore-
lines and thousands more keep their RVs parked in place, a fleet 
of RV manufacturers and brands steal into the Sunshine State—all 

with the sultry smile of a magician about to take the rabbit out of his hat. 
So, this past January, we shot down with countless other campers to get 
our first look at what the RV industry just couldn’t wait to reveal. 

While there, we saw some hotly anticipated new models make an appear-
ance—like the Lance Enduro, Brinkley RV Z 3100, and inTech O-V-R. (We 
wrote about all three over the last two issues, and they wowed us at the 
show.) But the shock of seeing new models, features, and toys that we 
didn’t expect is what really blew us away. (And we suspect it will blow you 
away too.) So, without further ado, here’s our Best in SuperShow.

An Electrifying New Winnebago  
Shocking is the obvious go-to word here, and we’re not gonna shy away from it. Delivering 
on the promise of #eVanLife movement, the Winnebago eRV2 is bold. Bold in appearance. 
Bold in its ability to deliver zero-emission power. Bold in its robust connection to present-
day technology. And the features that make it happen are even more astounding, from 
the Ford E-Transit™ electric chassis and Winnebago Connect system to the human-centric 
design with sustainable materials. 
 
Discover the mindblowing tech that charges the eRV2 at Winnebago.com/all-electric.

Jayco Volare Takes Flight
Jayco is one of the big boys in the RV world, but 
the Jay Feather Volare is clear evidence that Jayco 
isn’t settling anytime soon. The Volare’s distinctive 
geometry—let’s call it a rounded rhombus—
instantly grabs the eye. The lightweight travel 
trailer has Jayco’s new Rock Solid stabilizer jacks 
and is fully integrated with the voice-activated 
JAYCOMMAND Smart RV System.

Find your own way to fly at Jayco.com.

Fleetwood Pioneers Class A Floorplan

Our favorite rigs, tech, trailers, and toys 
at this year’s Florida RV SuperShow.

Let’s put this into perspective: Having a 
dedicated bunkroom in the cabin for the kids 
is something that we’ve seen before—on fifth 
wheels. But the Fleetwood Fortis 36Y is the 
first time we’ve ever seen it done on a Class A. 
They call it the Kid Kave … but we’re thinking 
about calling it the Sanity Saver. Whatever you 
call it, it’s awesome—especially the fact that 
Fleetwood tucked a washer under the bunk.

Take a 3D tour at 
FleetwoodRV.com/models/fortis.
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CampsitE
at  the

Life betteRis
®

Spruce up your  
space for spring!

To check out the entire collection, visit: 
www.CamcoOutdoors.com

Subscribe to our YouTube channel 
for tips & more cool products!

Use Coupon code:   IHEARTRVING10  
for 10% off Life is Better at the Campsite® products!

Road Abode   Road Abode

Coach House Goes Platinum!
The Platinum IV is on the leading edge of an awesome new trend: the one-
piece fiberglass body. Not only is the unity of design beautiful. Not only is it 
aerodynamic. It’s highly functional. The one-piece shell makes the Platinum 
IV stronger, quieter, safer, and tighter. Translation: Less leaks, breaks, and 
rattles. And less trouble is more fun.

Check out the body paint options at CoachHouseRV.com/specs-and-options.

The Kracken Is Released!
Electric bikes are all the rage, but we haven’t 
seen one that quite does this—transform! Kracken 
Adventure Bikes fold up easily in 10 seconds, 
drastically reducing the space it takes up in 

storage. And with heavy tires, you can even take 
it off-road on your big overlanding trip (see 
Page 58).

Choose your ride at KrackenAdventureBikes.com.

East To West 
Breaks New Ground

The Della Terra is an East To West classic, but the new LE 175BH 
is an attractive downsize, in both weight and price. Even so, it’s not 
light on features. It has a double-over-double bunkbed floorplan 
with a Murphy bed up front, a dinette opposite the galley, a three-
piece bathroom, passthrough storage, and a 14-foot awning.

Get a closer look at EastToWestRV.com.

SoCo Swings the Perfect Hangout
How refreshing it is to have someone (finally) recognize that 
we don’t all hammock the same. SoCo Swings let you choose 
exactly how you wanna swing—from hammocks and air 
chairs to gravity rockers and low country loungers. 

Browse with lazy leisure at SoCoSwings.com.

Dometic Gets Even Cooler 
(and Quieter)

Those who are in the know have been waiting for this for a long time. 
Dometic’s brand-new FreshJet 3 Series rooftop air conditioner cranks 
down the cool (13 percent), turns up the airflow (15 percent), and does  
it … quietly (down as much as 4 decibels). With options between 13,500 
and 15,000 BTU, you can be as cool as you want, without the volume.

Learn more at Dometic.com.

Magne Shade Extends to Awnings
We love a wow moment. Magne Shade continues to lead the field in 
making RV life cooler (shielding you from 70 percent of the sun’s UV 
rays)—but this time with their Magne Screen Awning Drop. As always, 
powerful magnets make setup easy. But the real magic is that if your 
awning automatically retracts, the Magne Screen simply separates. That’s 
one cool patio setup.

Shop more Magne Shade products at MagneShade.com.

And Here Comes 
Europe

Wingamm is approaching the American market 
like a space capsule breaking the atmosphere. 
The OASI 540’s sleek design is evocative. And the 
interior is absolutely luxurious.

See the OASI 540 
yourself.

Margaritaville 
Makes a Splash
One of our favorite standouts at the 
Florida SuperShow was Margaritaville 
Hotels and Resorts. Why? Maybe because 
RVs get you hyped for travel. Or maybe it 
was the Jimmy Buffet afterglow. Certainly 
not least of all, it was hearing about their 
deluxe, brand-new Camp Margaritaville RV 
Resort & Lodge in Pigeon Forge Tennessee.

Snag one their 
Spring break offers 
here.

 

HALF PAGE– 300x600

CBD OIL
for pets

#1 RATED

Order any bottle of 
CBD Oil and get a 
Pet Travel Kit FREE! 

Use Code IHEARTPETS

abscorganics.com
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WHENEVER, WHEREVER, WE MAKE 
YOUR EXPERIENCE BETTER.™

BECOME A MEMBER OF 
OUR RV COMMUNITY
We want to keep moving the RV industry forward by 
inviting you to connect with other campers, share 
your ideas and experiences and unlock solutions 
that have not yet been addressed or solved!

JOIN TODAY!
Scan or visit the link:
community.lippert.com

2023_04 - I Heart RVing - Lippert - Full Page - Lippert Scouts.indd   12023_04 - I Heart RVing - Lippert - Full Page - Lippert Scouts.indd   1 2/22/23   4:42 PM2/22/23   4:42 PM

IN MOST CASES, WE HAVE GOOD REASONS for shoving a 
device into our child’s hands. Like buying some time. 
Or just getting a moment of peace. (No judgment—we’ve 
all been there.) But we also feel that twinge of guilt as 
our kid’s eyes become glued to the screen. It’s like you 
can almost see their brain turn to mush. And that’s not 
our style—especially on a road trip. 

So let’s recommend a better device. One from the 
Stone Age: the walkie-talkie.

Your kiddos will love the novelty of radio play (while 
you enjoy the nostalgia), but what’s best about it is that 
it’s only fun when it’s interactive. Without knowing it, 
kids get practice communicating, listening, and taking 
turns as they share 
anything they 
see. And we’re 
all about 
that, even 
if it anni-
hilates 
our quiet 
time. 

Radio Check!
Do You Read Me?
Take walkie-talkie fun on the 
road and into the campsite.

Learn an Old-
School Skill 

When you hand over 
this little black box with a 
tiny screen, it’s best to start 
off with a short tutorial to 
explain things—like being on 
the same channel, where the 
volume is, and the push-
to-talk button. But the real 
fun will start as they pick up 
radio lingo. Teaching them 
to say who they’re calling, 
who they are, and when the 
message is over. As simple 

as, “Jacob, this is Noah, 
over.”

Other fun radio terms 
they can play with are: radio 
check (can you hear me?), 
read you lima charlie (hear 
you loud and clear), go ahead 
(I’m ready for your message), 
stand-by (wait while I get an 
answer), roger (got it!), say 
again (please repeat what 
you said), and copy (under-
stand). 

Let them play around 
with the lingo on the radio 
waves, but tell them that 
they’re doing it best when 
what they're saying is clear, 
simple, and brief. (And 
appropriate for other people 
to hear.) If you’re traveling 
in multiple vehicles, split 
the kids up and let them use 
radios to decide things like 
where to eat or get responses 
from other passengers. But 
the fun doesn’t have to stop 
when you park.

… and New 
Ways to Play

Traditional games take 
on a new twist with walk-
ie-talkies. Take hide and 
seek, for example. Hiders 
can work together and 
create diversions to outfox 
the seeker (if they turn 
the volume down). Or you 
could even expand it into 
a larger game like capture 
the flag, complete with 
command and control. 

Invariably, though, it’s 
going to turn into a game of 
pretend. Which is wonder-
ful, because walkie-talkies 
are used by forest rangers, 
secret agents, policemen, 
firefighters, airplane con-
trollers, and the military. 
Your kids won’t need any 
prompting to create a 
drama uniquely their own. 

And, being a parent, 
handing your kids walk-
ie-talkies has a wonderfully 
sneaky ulterior motive: 
safety. By simply calling 
yourself “Headquarters,” 
you’re due to receive lots of 
reports—be that nonsense 
chatter, weather changes, 
or accidents. Even as you 
give your kids the freedom 
to explore and engage the 
wide world around them. 
Which works out perfectly, 
because between radio 
calls, you just might get 
to enjoy that moment of 
peace. Copy?

By Sue Mosebar
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bleach to clean their toilets. Don’t. It may kill 
germs, but bleach is not a cleaner. It doesn’t 
shine anything and can damage the seals.

Instead, use a soft swab with a good cleaner. 
A soft swab holds water, is hygienic, and is 
easier to get into tight areas. Using a bristle or 
silicone brush is not nearly as effective because 
it won't retain the cleaning chemical. 

Remember to wash the exterior of the toilet 
and then rinse and dry it with a clean, dry 
microfiber cloth.

VANITY OF VANITIES

Cleaning your RV’s sink couldn’t be eas-
ier—all you need is an eco-friendly bathroom 
cleaner with a clean microfiber cloth. Wet the 
cloth, add a little cleaner, and wash the sink, 
counter, and faucet. Rinse with water and dry 
with a fresh microfiber cloth.

Mirrors are another part of your bathroom 
that is easy to clean. Spray and wipe using a 
clean, dry microfiber cloth and an ammonia- 
and vinegar-free window cleaner.

WIPE THE FLOOR

RV bathrooms tend to be small, so a micro-
fiber cloth and a spray bottle of a multi-surface 
cleaner are what you need. Spray and wipe 
with a wet cloth and dry for a film-free, clean 
floor. You can use a mop if you prefer.

Laura Says
two Dumps Then Flush 
Laura Wallace, Valterra

Let’s get to the nitty-gritty and 
… whatever else that rhymes with. 
Because (all doo respect, Pam), sur-
faces don’t get to the bottom of the 
problem. If you want the cabin fresh 
this Spring, you gotta dump, flush, 
and treat your tanks—so your tanks 
will treat you right!

 
 
 
DUMP THE BLACK TANK

Frankly, it’s a dark place. This tank 
stores everything that is collected 
from your toilet. Need I say more? So 
get those sanitation gloves on when 
you connect the sewer hose to the 
waste valve fitting. (Really shouldn't 
require much convincing to do that.) 
Then connect the sewer fitting to 
the nearest dump station. Open your 
black water tank valve to dump. 
When it’s empty, close the valve. 

ENJOY YOUR JOURNEY
AND NEVER WORRY ABOUT

ROOF REPAIRS AGAIN

A FlexArmor sprayed RV roof is designed 
to last a lifetime, and comes with a 

100% NO LEAK Guarantee. 

Get An Estimate
(904) 8305445 • RVROOF.COM

Start fresh this Spring with a full system 
cleanse—from the germ seat to the stink tank.

Spring’s arrived (at last!), 
and everyone is ready 
to go roaring into the 

beautiful greenscape. But first, 
you’ll wanna make sure you’ve hit 
refresh on your bathroom. After 
all, Spring is supposed to be a 
breath of fresh air.

So here’s a little advice from 
our think tank on how to start the 
season with a royal flush. 

Pam Shares
Scum-Scrubbing Secrets 
Pam Kennedy, Gabe’s Pride

We all want our bathrooms to be 
fresh, clean, and germ-free. (We know 
we’re gonna spend some time in 
there.) Still, who wants to be bogged 
down by hours spent scrubbing soap 
scum or limescale? No one. So, start 
with superior cleaners and these 
stress-saving secrets.

APRIL SHOWERS

Glass shower doors are attractive, 
but they can be painful to clean. 
You need a safe-for-glass bathroom 
cleaner, able to remove soap scum 
and water spots without damaging the 
glass itself. A standard glass cleaner 
won’t cut through the grime.

Squirt a little bit of regular bath-
room cleaner onto a wet microfiber 
cloth. Use the cloth to wipe from the 
bottom up. Afterward, rinse with 
water from the top down and dry 
with a dry microfiber cloth. Continue 
with the walls, always starting at the 

bottom and working up before moving 
onto the floor. (And don’t forget the 
showerhead and faucet.)

RIGHT ON TRACK

Cleaning shower tracks is much 
easier with the proper tool: a shower 
track brush. But with a shower track 
brush, and a little bathroom cleaner, 
you should easily be able to wash the 
grime away from your track. If you 
have hard water or built-up mineral 
deposits in your bathroom, you’ll 
need a cleaner with some grit, such as 
Gabe’s Pride Cream Cleanser. With a 
soft cloth and minimal elbow grease, 
this cleanser is effective and gentle.

If you have real natural stone in 
your bathroom, be very careful with 
any bathroom cleaner. Most qual-
ity bathroom cleaners have acidic 
properties that may harm the natural 
stone. A quality cleaner will still be 
eco-friendly and biodegradable.

RESPECT THE THRONE

Again, having the right tool and 
cleaners for cleaning your RV’s toilet 
can make all the difference. Many 
people make the mistake of using 

Potty Talk
Pam Kennedy and Laura Wallace

STEP 
NO. 1

Essential 
Bathroom Products 
4 Multiple Microfiber Cloths 
4 Acrylic Yarn Swab
4 Shower Track/Grout Brush
4 Shower-Glass Cleaner
4 Eco-Friendly Bathroom Cleaner
4 Cream Cleanser
4 Multisurface Cleaner for Floors
4 �Window Cleaner (Ammonia- and  

Vinegar-Free)

Kick harsh chemicals 
to the curb! 

Find effective, eco-friendly  
options at GabesPride.com.
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DUMP THE GRAY TANK

The gray tank stores everything 
collected from your sinks and shower. 
Unhook your sewer hose from the black 
waste valve and connect to the gray 
waste valve (unless you have a double 
assembly with one fitting). Then open 
the gray water tank valve until empty, 
this will give your sewer hose a soapy 
rinse. Close the gray valve.

 
 
 
FLUSH THE BLACK TANK 

To get a true fresh start, you’re going 
to want to flush your tank from your toi-
let to the waste valve of your rig. If you 
don’t have preinstalled flushing system, 
then this is what you’ll need. For the toi-
let, you’ll want to get a tank wand, and, 
for the waste valve, a tank flush adapter. 
Also, make sure to always use a gray 

flushing hose. Something to consider is 
what type of plumbing you have on each 
end. Is the toilet plumbed in a straight 
line or is it off-center? Is your waste valve 
a straight shot to your tank? 

If you have straight-line plumbing that 
goes directly down and out, use some-
thing (like the Master Blaster Tank Wand) 
that includes a convenient shut off valve 
and an effective spray nozzle for the toi-
let bowl; and, for the waste valve, an RV 
Hydroflush® that will break up plugged 
tanks, clean the tank, pipe, valve, and 
drain hose. 

If your plumbing is off-center, you’ll 
want to look for a tank wand that is 
flexible (like the Flexible Tank Wand) 
that has a flexible hose with a multijet 
nozzle for the toilet bowl. Then, 
for the waste valve, the Flush King 
will refill and flush the tank at 
any height or bend of plumbing.  
When complete, drain the black 
tank, close the valve, and discon-
nect the sewer hose. 
 

 
 
TREATMENT TIME

The best recipe for unwanted odors is 
a professional eco-friendly tank treat-
ment (bacteria and enzyme based) such 
as Pure Power® or Odorlos. Never use 
homemade concoctions. If you acciden-
tally mix the wrong chemicals into your 
waste system, it can be hazardous to you 
or your system. Most tank treatments 
require one to two gallons of water to 
two to four ounces of treatment. It is very 
important to shake the treatment well 
before use to get the enzymes active. We 
recommend four ounces at the beginning 
of the Spring traveling season.

Visit Heartlandrvs.com to tour Sundance floor plans.

LIGHT ON WHEELS. HEAVY ON FEATURES 
Sundance Ultra-Lite models are lightweight and easy to tow – but looking at a list of features, you wouldn’t know 

it. Chock full of amenities like solar prep, colossal storage, outdoor griddles and luxury fireplaces, Sundance has 

the soul of a luxury RV in a more modest footprint. And with more than 20 floor plans to choose from, there’s a 

configuration to fit almost anything you have in mind for your next trip, whether you’re roughing it or glamping like 

royalty.

STEP 
NO. 2

STEP 
NO. 3

SANITIZE EVERYTHING
The valves, the water 

spigot, and everything that was 
utilized during the dumping/
flushing process. If you happen to 
be dumping at a dump station, take 
your time. You will not want to miss 
one step by rushing the flushing.

STEP 
NO. 4

LAST STEP 
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A Little
Shock-and-Raw

Crunchy Salad Ingredients
6 Persian cucumbers, finely diced

3 slices bacon, cooked and finely 
chopped

1 red pepper, finely chopped

½ cup, chili-roasted pistachios, extra-
finely chopped (optional)

Your favorite ranch dressing

Salt and pepper to taste

Don’t bother skinning the cucumbers, 
as Persian cukes are extremely eatable, 
skins and all. Just chop up everything, 

making sure to get the pistachios nice and pul-
verized, and combine. Dicing the cucumbers 
makes this much more eatable than slicing, 
which is easier with Persian cucumbers than 
the larger American version. 

3 easy sides that add a fresh taste of Spring—all 
while staying in flavor with the meat-eaters. by Marc Acton

‘TIS THE SEASON FOR 
FRESHNESS, and in meal 
prep, it doesn’t get any 
fresher—or easier—than 
raw. But here’s the best 
news: You don’t have to be 
a leaf-eater to enjoy these 
unbelievably crisp recipes. 
All three are action-packed 
with texture and bursting 
with incredible flavors that 
add the perfect sprinkle of 
Spring to any spread. 

So try this fresh 
approach to sides. Whether 
you slap them on tacos, 
balance out your burgers, 
or just nosh them in their 
natural splendor, that’s up 
to you.

Be sure to add a solid salt sprinkle to 
finish this veggie-heavy salad, or it will 
fall flat. 

I Heart RVing Pro Tip: 
If pistachios aren’t your thing, consider a sprinkle 
of chili powder or a light drizzle of chili oil to kick 
up the ranch dressing. Substituting your favorite 
vinaigrette is an OK option too.
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The Dometic 9100 and 9200 series Power Patio Awnings extend your RV living space  
and enhance your outdoor adventure. Effortlessly raise or lower the canopy and fine-tune  
the pitch, ensuring protection from the sun’s harsh rays. One-touch control allows for fast  
deployment so you can spend more time relaxing, and with optional LED lighting, you can  
entertain into the evening. Spend more time basking in the great outdoors with Dometic awnings.

LEARN  
MORE AT  
DOMETIC.COM

SPACE

SHAPE
YOUR

UNPARALLELED SHADE AND COMFORT 
WITH A DOMETIC POWER PATIO AWNING

Finally, a salad for people who don’t like salad.* The Persian cucumbers are the workhorse here, 
but the bacon is the star that should win over even the most salad-hesitant among us. (We know 
you by name.) This easy mouth-pleaser only takes about five minutes of prep all-in if you use 
your morning’s leftover bacon. It can also easily double as a perfect topping for tacos, a burger, 
another salad, or anything else that needs a finish of creamy, crunchy goodness.

*Very Important Note: This salad is also for people who like salad.

I RVING :: SPRING 2023    35

https://ihrv.fyi/eZ36


Road Abode  >  In The GalleyRoad Abode  >  In The Galley

Ph
ot

o:
 S

hu
tt

er
st

oc
k.

co
m

/ X
an

/ V
la

di
sl

av
 N

os
ee

k/
 H

au
 H

oa
ng

Ph
ot

o:
 S

hu
tt

er
st

oc
k.

co
m

/E
le

na
 E

ry
om

en
ko

OK, two salads in one In the Galley 
article is a lot… But this “salad” is 
50 percent cheese, so take that into 
account before sending your hangry 
letters to the editor. (Although, you 
know we always love to hear from you 
at editorial@iheartrving.com.) The 
caprese salad is really more appetizer 
than salad, and it couldn’t be more 
RV-friendly. It’s easily made ahead of 
time (bonus!), takes zero cooking with 
almost no prep (double bonus!), and is 
undeniably delicious (1,000 points for 
everyone at the table!).

Not everybody is an oats per-
son—I definitely wasn’t one until 
I tried this overnight preparation. 
There’s something irresistibly 
creamy about the consistency 
of these versus boiled oatmeal, 
and I’ve found my palate prefers 
breakfast oats cold. This recipe also 
takes the joy of the world’s greatest 
cereal flavor and puts it into an 
extremely healthy package, as long 

Because the tomatoes and mozz 
are so unadulterated here, it’s 
critical to get the best quality 

you can find. 
Slice the tomatoes and cheese in 

roughly equal sizes. Salt and pepper the 
tomato slices, then place on a plate alter-
nating tomato, cheese, and basil leaves.

Drizzle oil and vinegar on top (roughly 
3-to-1 parts of oil to vinegar), and give 
another finish of salt and pepper to taste. 

I Heart RVing Pro Tip:  
Sneak a thinly sliced piece of salami in between 
each cheese/tomato combo for an extra tasty 
adventure (and to please your favorite  
anti-saladite).

For this version, add about 3/4 cup of cinnamon toast cereal 
to a hefty Ziploc bag and hit with something hard 
and flat until mostly pulverized. Dried cereal 

should equal roughly ¼ cup of powder. If it’s a little more, 
you probably won’t regret it.

Combine all ingredients into a mason jar or other 
tightly sealed container and mix vigorously. Store 
overnight in the refrigerator. Serve by topping with a 
sprinkling of some un-pulverized cereal. 

I Heart RVing Pro Tip:  
Switch out the cereal for peanut butter and jelly, brown sugar and  
cinnamon, or even chocolate chips and blueberries for an almost  
foolproof breakfast dish with nearly endless potential flavors.

Classic 
Caprese

Ingredients
3 ripe heirloom tomatoes

12 oz. fresh mozzarella cheese, thick slices

1 bunch fresh basil leaves

High-quality olive oil

Balsamic vinegar

Salt and pepper to taste

Ingredients
1 cup whole milk

1 cup old-fashioned rolled oats (you can use steel 
cut, but they don’t have the same creamy texture)

Pinch of salt

1 tablespoon honey or other sweetener

¼ cup (or more) cinnamon toast cereal, pulverized

Hensley will get you there.Hensley will get you there.
Eliminating Trailer Sway for 25 Years

HensleyMfg.com
1-800-410-6580

YOU DRIVE...YOU DRIVE...

as you use whole oats, not instant. Whole grain oats, including steel cut, are not low-
carb, but they are heavy in fiber and beta-glucan, which gives them one of the healthier 
nutrition profiles of any traditional breakfast item. They also could not be any easier to 
make and enjoy.

The undeniable beauty of overnight oats is that the combinations are endless. Com-
bine oats and milk at a 1-to-1 ratio, add a little flavor and whatever sweetener you prefer, 
and you can’t go wrong. 

Cinnamon Toast 
Overnight Oats
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Camp thee at  
a nunnery
These sisters aren’t your average nuns. 
They’re tough enough to tow your RV 
out of the muck. And wise enough to 
know how to charm an alpaca. They’re 
also the women behind one of Harvest 
Hosts’ weirdest, wildest, and most 
wonderful stays. On Page 50, see why 
their guests rarely go away empty-
handed—or empty-hearted. 

F R O M  T H E  H I G H W A Y  T O  T H E  C A M P G R O U N D

E D G E 
O F 

T H E 
M A P

► HEARTLAND FARM ► PAWNEE ROCK, KS

► 38°21'23"N, 99°3'20"W ► HEARTLANDFARM-KS.ORG

INSIDE: Gauging whether you need 
new tires? The writing is on the wall. 
Page 43
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Fishing. Boating. Kayaking. Nature walks. Here in Big Pine Key and 
Florida’s Lower Keys, every day holds new adventures. Especially with 
two wildlife refuges, epic ocean views, miles of unspoiled wilderness 
and everything from cozy campsites to full-amenity RV parks. Add  
Stock Island’s delightful restaurants and rustic charm, and you’ll  
never run out of opportunities to go outside and play.

fla-keys.com/lowerkeys  1.800.872.3722

You bring the toys. 
We provide the sandbox.

MCTLK-5758 I Heart RVing 
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MAP KEY Educational 
Adventure for Kids

Special 
Chow

RV Service 
Center

RV-Friendly 
Gas Stations 

Craft Beers on  
Lake Placid
Spring is absolutely the 
best time to hike around 
Lake Placid. The trails 
aren’t swollen with crowds 
yet. And after you’ve worked 
up a good sweat hitting the 
High Peak trails, you can 
cool down with a couple of 
cold ones at the Cottage at 
Mirror Lake Inn.

Glidecoat Your  
Front Cap 
With the winter thaw, the 
entire landscape starts 
coming to life—including 
thousands of winged bugs. 
And those guys are ready 
to smash their soft, squishy 
bodies against your front 
cap. Stay ahead of their 
game: Give it a protective 
layer of Glidecoat before 
you hit the road.

Created by Kevin
from the Noun Project

518 Mobile RV Repair
32 Barnaby Road
West Chazy, NY 12992
(518) 420-7358
518MobileRVRepair.com 

1,000 Islands 
Campground
42099 State Route 12 
Alexandria Bay NY 13607 
(315) 686-2600

Flying J, I-90 Exit 48A 
8484 Allegheny Rd
Pembroke, NY 14036

Buffalo

Syracuse

Albany

Lake Placid

Pilot, I-81 Exit 25
107 Seventh N St
Liverpool, NY 13088

Touring Ticonderoga
All five of Ticonderoga’s 
syllables seem to convey 
the importance of the place. 
In Revolutionary times, it 
secured a strategic corridor 
along Lake Champlain. 
Today, it’s a national 
treasure where kids can 
see living history—from 
colonial life to cannon fire.

Bucket List Bass 
Fishing  
Your Adirondacks adventure 
puts you in the perfect 
place to bust out that 
tackle box and live every 
angler’s dream: fishing 
for smallies on the St. 
Lawrence River. Park at the 
1,000 Islands Campground 
till your fishing line is 
sufficiently tugged.

Rounding the 
Adirondacks
Say goodbye to the bustle of 
metropolitan life as you explore the 
majesty of the U.S.-Canadian border. 

GREENER THAN GREEN, the mighty trees of the Adirondacks 
tower over Upstate New York. Like ancient pylons pointing 
to the sky, their reflections are mirrored in the cool lake 
waters that cut through them. In the face of their natural 
splendor, the skyscrapers of the Big Apple seem to vanish 
into smallness. Amid the awesome quiet upon the land, 
the City That Never Sleeps seems a distant and irrelevant 
memory. All of which are reasons why we love it so! And 
come Spring, it’s the welcoming wilderness we flee to in our 
rigs and trailers, defiantly thumbing our noses at the noise 
of civilization we leave behind. (That never gets old.)   

Driving the Line Between 
Lake and Mountain
Hurtling southeast of Niagara 
Falls, the road merges into I-90 
just north of Buffalo, taking 
you two hours in that direction 
before you hit Syracuse. Moving 
north onto I-81, the road puts 
the St. Lawrence River on your 
driver side and the great green 
mountains in full-view on the 
passenger side. A little over an 
hour, and you branch right onto 
NY-37 (if you don’t want to cross 
into Canada) and sidle along the 
beautiful border till the road 
turns east again onto US-11 
toward Lake Champlain. The lake 
islands on your left belong to 
Vermont, but bear south on I-87 
and State Highway 9N towards 
Ticonderoga. (Although a detour 

west towards Lake Placid is 
equally enticing.) 

Indeed, with wilderness all 
around you the entire drive, 
there’s always an opportunity 
to take a different turn and park 
somewhere new. You’ll want 
to soak it all in before making 
that final decisive drive down 
towards Albany.

An Alternate Route Awaits
Naturally, we are always inter-
ested in alternate roads—espe-
cially if they’re the scenic variety. 
So also consider heading east of 
Syracuse towards Utica, north of 
which you can take NY-28 and 
then NY-30 to enter the moun-
tains on a three-hour shortcut to 
Lake Placid.

Edge of the Map  >  Route Planner

The Cottage at 
Mirror Lake Inn
77 Mirror Lake Dr
Lake Placid, NY 12946
(518) 302-3045
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Edge of the Map

iving life in the fast lane? 
Going 70 mph down the 
stretch? You may need 
to slow down, O road 

king of Babylon! The writing on your 
tire’s sidewall will tell you that not all 
RV tires are rated for safe operation 
at highway speeds. And, if you own 
an RV, chances are high you will pri-
marily be driving it on a highway. For 
example, if you have an ST (special 
trailer) tire that does not feature a 

speed index rating, the top speed is 
presumed at 65 mph. Knowing your 
load and speed index rating (as well 
as the age and dependability of your 
tires) can not only improve your 
trip, but it can also save you from a 
serious tire failure. 

So here’s a guide to help read the 
writing on your tire wall—and find 
the right RV tire if your old one has 
been weighed, measured,  
and found wanting.
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Reading the Writing 
on the Wall

LESS-LETHAL
SELF-DEFENSE

$299.99
STARTING AT

• NOT CLASSIFIED AS A FIREARM
• NO BACKGROUND CHECKS
• NO PERMITS REQUIRED
• OVER 7,000 4.5 STAR REVIEWS

BYRNA.COM/RV

Speed indexes, tire types, and everything you 
need to solve the riddle of RV tire selection.

by Michael Pescitelli
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What’s Written on  
the Sidewall?

On a tire’s sidewall, manufacturers 
state the maximum specifications that 
their tires can safely operate. But it’s 
not always easy. Some specifications 
(like the speed index) may be omitted 
because they are not a federal require-
ment. The information found on tires 
is also constantly evolving. (Example: 
Manufacturers are slowly moving away 

from load range and instead using 
load index.) To boot, the load range is 
provided by the manufacturer with dif-
ferent meanings. For example, one tire’s 
load range E will not have the same 
maximum weight as a different tire. In 
contrast, load index is simply the load 
index number multiplied by four. Much 
more straightforward, right? 

When determining the correct load 
index for your RV, take a look at its 
GVWR (gross vehicle weight rating), 
which is affixed to your RV. This weight 

can then be divided by the 
number of tires on your 
RV. If you have an RV that 
has a GVWR of 10,000 
pounds with four tires, 
you’ll want to make sure 
that the tire’s load index is 
more than 2,500 pounds. 
(It also doesn’t hurt to go a 
bit over.) For example, my 
travel trailer has a GVWR 
of 9,290 pounds, which 

would equate to around 2,322 pounds 
a tire. However, this travel trailer was 
equipped with Goodyear Endurance 
tires rated at 2,833 pounds, which is 
about a 20 percent load. This provides 
a better peace of mind that the tires are 
able to handle the RV’s load without 
issue. If you have dually tires on your 
RV (common with Class A and C motor-
homes), you’ll need to take into account 
that dually tires have a lower load index 
than single tires. This is due to excess 
weight that will be applied to a single 
dually tire if the inner or outer tire fails.

Most tire manufacturers will place 
a speed index rating on their tire’s 
sidewall. Common speeds found on RV 
tires are from G (56 mph) to N (87 mph), 
the most common being L (75 mph). For 
your safety and those around, do not 
exceed the manufacturer’s speed index 
rating. In addition, always obey local 
and state traffic safety laws, which may 
require you to drive slower than the 
posted speed limit if towing or traveling 

in a motorhome. Personally, I prefer 
driving 55 to 60 mph and knowing that 
I will reach my destination safely. After 
all, it’s all about the journey, right?

So how do you find and under-
stand the load and speed index? This 
information is posted right after the 
sizing information on the sidewall of 
your tire. For example, an ST225/75R15 
117/112N is an ST tire that has a width 
of 225 mm, with a sidewall height of 75 
percent of the tire’s width, that fits on 
a 15-inch rim, has a maximum weight 
rating of 2,833 pounds in a single tire 
configuration or 2,469 pounds when 
in a dually configuration (see picture 
on Page 44), and a speed rating of 87 
mph. While the size rating is easily 
understandable, the load and speed 
indexes are not. As the name implies, 
you can find your tire’s load and speed 
indexes on an index, of which many 
are accessible online.  

Which Type of Tire  
Is Right for Me? 

While you can use LT (light truck) 
tires on a travel trailer or fifth-wheel, 
ST tires are recommended because 
they offer improved fuel economy 
with shallower grooves, improved 
stability due to stiffer sidewalls, 
and reduced swaying at highway 
speeds due to high rigidity. You will 
find that most ST tires have a simple 
tread pattern designed for low rolling 
resistance. This is because ST tires are 
not used for steering or acceleration, 
removing the need for increased trac-
tion that a more complex tread pattern 
provides. 

For Class B and C motorhomes, 
you’ll want to use LT tires. These tires 
are designed to provide ride com-
fort, as well as traction for maneu-
vering and acceleration. For Class A 
motorhomes, you will want to use 
commercial or RV-marked tires. Both 
LT and RV tires come in different 
tread patterns. More complex tread 
patterns provide additional traction 
for traveling in muddy, wet, or snowy 
conditions. However, complex tread 
patterns will lower your fuel economy. 

If you plan on traveling in more harsh 
climates, such as Alaska, you will want 
to have the appropriate tires that can 
handle the roads you’ll experience. Not 
doing so can increase your chances of 
getting into an accident or having a tire 
failure. 

When Is It Time to 
Replace a Tire? 

When a tire reaches five years of age, 
you should consider replacing it, and any 
tire that is 10 years or more (including a 
spare tire) should be replaced. Tires typ-

ically have a 5-year warranty, depend-
ing on manufacturer. When using a 
tire outside its warranty period, the 
tire manufacturer will not provide the 
coverage that it would provide if under 
warranty, like if a tire failure occurs. 

The age of your tire can be found 
on its sidewall. For tires manufactured 
after 2000, the date code is repre-
sented as the last four digits at the end 
of the DOT number, pictured above. 
The first two digits represent the week 
the tire was manufactured and the last 
two represent the year. For example, 
the code 4020 represents the tire was 
manufactured the 40th week in the 
year 2020. If you would prefer an app 
to help you find out the date, you can 
add the four-digit code into several 
apps found online. TireMinder.com 
features a tire age calculator on its 
website under tools. 

Which Brand Is Best?
There are multiple brands out there 

that have been around now for nearly, 
or over, 100 years. When choosing 

The whole point of a weight distribution hitch is getting the correct amount of weight moved from the rear axles to the 
front axles of your vehicle. Current weight distribution hitches take an all-or-nothing approach: loaded or unloaded. 

Our composite LITEFLEX® bars make it possible to fine-tune your setup with just the pump of a handle. 

learn
more

Our tapered composite spring bars made with
LITEFLEX® technology by Hendrickson cover

600 - 1,600 lb tongue weight.

Preset head angle
works for every setup

Single pivot point 
eliminates noise and 
wear points

Unload the bars by 
simply twisting the 
needle valve knob.

Load the bars by pumping 
the handle until desired 
weight is transferred to the 
front axle.

Pressure gauge 
to ensure a 
repeatable setup 

Setup is all done on 
the driver’s side.

Composite bars are 
lighter-weight and 5x 
more flexible than steel, 
but with similar strength.

 

Immediate and continuous
friction sway prevention

“It works fantastically. I will 
be ordering a second one 
for the back bedroom A/C.”

- Rod B., San Diego, CA

Keep cool in peace.

• Noise reduction
• Better filtration 
• Increased air flow
• Simple installation

Don’t suffer through a loud A/C. 
Get an RV A/C silencer!

Order an RV A/C silencer today!
WackOProducts.com/IHeartRVing

Maximum weight on 
two tires AKA Duallys

(112 = 2469lbs)

Maximum weight 
on a single tire
(117 = 2833lbs)

Maximum Speed 
Rating

(N = 87mph)
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California Blooms
Stop and smell the best of Southern 
California’s wildflowers this Spring.

Shosone RV Park
22 CA-178 
Shosone, CA 92384

(760) 852-4335

Road Trip: There’s something 
wildly spectacular about see-
ing flowers in the desert. How 
many you see at Death Valley 
National Park depends—of 
course—on the rain each 
Winter, but from Shosone RV 
Park you’re in prime position 
near Jubilee Pass, which is a 
wildflower hotspot. If by magic 
a super-bloom happens, hold 
on. Yellow desert gold, purple 
sand verbena, and their vibrant 
cousins will carpet the desert 
floor. 26-minute drive

Daily Rate:  $50  
Camp Sites:  25

WATER	 ■ STORE	 ■

SEWAGE	 ■ LAUNDRY	 ■

ELECTRIC	 ■ WI-FI	 ■

PROPANE	 ■ PET-CARE	 ■

Check-In/Out: 1 p.m./12 p.m.

ShoshoneVillage.com

Antelope Valley RV Park
2551 Avenue G-8  
Lancaster, CA 93536

(661) 206-0427

Road Trip: You don’t have to be 
a great lover of The Wizard of 
Oz to imagine the overpower-
ing sight of the Antelope Val-
ley California Poppy Reserve 
in Spring. (Unlike Page 50, 
you’re not in Kansas anymore.) 
From mid-March to early May, 
poppies paint the valley in 
a dreamy red-orange-gold 
mosaic of warm color. Just be 
aware: Antelope Valley RV Park 
is closed the month of April for 
the California Poppy Festival. 
19-minute drive

Daily Rate:  $50–$55 
Camp Sites:  62

WATER	 ■ STORE	 ■

SEWAGE	 ■ LAUNDRY	 ■

ELECTRIC	 ■ WI-FI	 ■

PROPANE	 ■ PET-CARE	 ■

Check-In/Out: Anytime/12 p.m.

AVFair.com/rv-park

Joshua Tree Lake,  
RV and Campground
2601 Sunfair Road 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252

(760) 366-1213 

Road Trip: On the southbound 
route through Pinto Basin 
toward Cottonwood Springs in 
Joshua Tree National Park, you’ll 
see some absolutely stunning 
desert flowers: white and gold 
desert stars with wild magenta 
blossoms from beaver-tail 
cacti. Then there are the weird 
Mojave yucca blooms and the 
vaguely alien Joshua tree blos-
soms. Frankly, you just won’t see 
flowers like this anywhere else. 
33-minute drive

Daily Rate:	$55 
Camp Sites:  44

WATER	 ■ STORE	 ■

SEWAGE	 ■ LAUNDRY	 ■

ELECTRIC	 ■ WI-FI	 ■

PROPANE	 ■ PET-CARE	 ■

Check-In/Out:  12 p.m./11 a.m.

JoshuaTreeLake.com

Riviera Mobile Home  
& RV Park
699 N Vulcan Avenue  
Encinitas, CA 92024

(760) 753-3333

Road Trip: The Giant Tecolote 
Ranunculus flowers that cover 
the 55-acres of the Flower 
Fields at Carlsbad Ranch would 
be comical if they weren’t so 
beautiful. (These flowers are 
big.) You’ll have to buy tickets 
($18 for adults) and schedule 
your time and date (early March 
through early May) to see 
them—but don’t hesitate. It’s 
an event of a lifetime. So make 
the most of it and dress up! 
14-minute drive

Daily Rate:  $72-78  
Camp Sites:  20

WATER	 ■ STORE	 ■

SEWAGE	 ■ LAUNDRY	 ■

ELECTRIC	 ■ WI-FI	 ■

PROPANE	 ■ PET-CARE	 ■

Check-In/Out: 12 p.m./12 p.m.

RivieraMobilePark.com

DEATH VALLEY
NATIONAL PARK

JOSHUA TREE
NATIONAL PARK

FLOWER FIELDS 
AT CARLSBAD 
RANCH

ANTELOPE VALLEY 
CALIFORNIA  
POPPY RESERVE

�����������������

866-682-2837
bauerproducts.com/bluetoothPRODUCTS
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PAIR WITH SMARTPHONES
AND SMART WATCHES!

the best brand and tire for your RV, it really 
comes down to personal preference. If you 
look through online forums, you will find 
thousands of people who are adamant that 
their tire is the best (or worst). As far as 
popularity goes, the common tire of choice in 
the towable market is the Goodyear Endur-
ance, while in the motorized market the 
Michelin XRV is king. The best (and possibly 
worst) part about everything having a rating 
these days is that you’re able to look online 
and find the exact tire that fits your needs, 
then look at the star rating to see how many 
people have had a positive experience. Keep 
in mind that even if you find a tire with a 
5-star rating, it’s still possible that you may 
run into issues. But if you choose a tire from 
a reputable brand, you know that on the 
unlikely chance an issue does occur, they’ll 
back the product.

Best Buys
Last but not least is deals. RV tires are 

expensive and most of us belong to one 
or more clubs, such as FMCA, Good Sam, 
Escapees, etc. These clubs may offer specials 
on specific brands of RV tires, along with a 
slew of other benefits. If you do not belong 
to a club, it may be worth looking at the cost 
of membership for the savings alone. Some 
even come with gas savings benefits, so like 
traveling on a correctly inflated tire, you’ll be 
saving money every mile. Just a bit of sage 
advice.

Weighing and Measuring 
Tire Pressure
New and old tires, STs and LTs 
all need to maintain proper 
air pressure to perform. Here’s 
some wise counsel: Employ a 
trustworthy TPMS device.

TireMinder A1AS TPMS
TireMinder.com 

Tire Linc® Tire Pressure and Temperature 
Monitoring System
Store.lci1.com/tire-linc 

EEZ RV E618 TPMS
EezRVProducts.com 

46    I RVING :: SPRING 2023 I RVING :: SPRING 2023    47

https://ihrv.fyi/0t6m


Edge of the Map  >  corpus christiEdge of the Map  >  corpus christi

 W E S T 

Trailer Village RV Park
Grand Canyon Village, AZ 
VisitGrandCanyon.com

• Visiting the Grand 
Canyon for the first 
time with the kids? We 
recommend you limit the 
distractions and situate 
yourself in a campsite 
that allows you to just 
soak in the grandeur. The 
Trailer Village RV Park fits 
that bill exactly. As the 
only full hookup RV park 
that’s in the actual Grand 
Canyon itself, it frees you 
up to just focus on the 
fun.

 M I D W E S T 

Camp Scholler
Oshkosh, WI
EAA.org

• Look up and see a sky 
full of P-51 Mustangs, 
MiGs, and the Red Bull 
Air Force at the annual 
air show at Oshkosh! To 
park at Camp Scholler 
(just below), someone 
will have to be an 
Experimental Aircraft 
Association (EAA) 
member, but it’s relatively 
cheap ($48)—like the 
tickets themselves ($34 
for camping, $84 for full 
hookup).

 S O U T H  A T L A N T I C 

Anvil Campground
Williamsburg, VA 
AnvilCampground.com

• Colonial Williamsburg 
is exactly what every 
historical vacation spot 
should be: fun and 
engaging—like a museum 
that comes to life. Like 
Williamsburg itself, Anvil 
Campground surpasses 
expectation. Which is 
probably why it won the 
National RV Park of the 
Year award. Twice. The 
facilities are modern. The 
Wi-Fi is too. And kids 
under 12 stay for free.

 N E W  E N G L A N D 

Pinewood Lodge  
Campground
Plymouth, MA
PinewoodLodge.com

Plymouth is America’s 
hometown. (Or at least 
one of them.) Between 
it and Boston, there’s a 
treasure chest of history. 
The Pinewood Lodge 
Campground puts you 
right between Boston and 
Cape Cod, with heavily 
shaded parking spots 
that are a lifesaver in the 
Summer. And you’ll need 
a nice, cool, shady retreat 
after a day of exploring.

Bring your 
water toys! 
Kayaks, 
canoes, tackle 
boxes. After you’ve seen 
Plymouth Rock, you can 
paddle and fish as you 
like at the park’s 50-acre 
freshwater lake.

I Heart
TIPSEvery visitor 

of every 
age will 
enjoy seeing 
history come to life in 
Williamsburg. But when 
you need a change of pace, 
Busch Gardens theme park 
is just 15 minutes away.

I Heart
TIPSBring an 

aircraft 
identification 
book (civil 
and military), so both you 
and any kids or grandkids 
you have with you can 
spot and identify planes as 
they appear.

I Heart
TIPSThe Trailer 

Village RV 
Park’s prime 
position puts 
you near the South Rim 
Trail, whose paved path 
is perfect for tiny peoples 
(especially if you have one 
in a stroller).

I Heart
TIPS

Edge of the Map

Your Next  
Getaway Plan
Pick a parking spot this Summer  
that’s next to a national treasure.
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 LOOK AN ALPACA IN THE EYE, and you just might 
wonder: “How did I get here?” In the face of this South 
American animal with its feline temperament and 
camel-like looks, it’s impossible not to smile, laugh, 
and reach out to scratch its neck. (Always resisting, 
of course, the urge to pet the head—alpacas don’t like 
that.) Life on the road can sure be unusual. Wonderful. 
And humorous. 

But then again, as the long-necked beasts lope 
around you, you could look at it another way. Perhaps, 
you’ve parked in a special place, where there’s a small 
glimmer of Genesis—something beautiful, innocent, 
and ancient. At Heartland Farm, you can approach 
the wild without fear—and watch the wild approach 
you (especially if you have some bindweed in hand). 
Sure, on one level, the alpacas and their poofy perms 
are almost as absurd as Doctor Doolittle and his two-
headed llama. But on another level, something deeper 
is going on. Maybe, just maybe, what was lost long ago 
east of Eden is being found just west of Great Bend, 
Kansas. 

How did you get here? Here, with the RV parked 
dead-center in a drive-thru state. Here, surrounded 
by wooly alpacas, devout Dominican sisters, and the 
abiding peace of the natural world. Well, that’s one 
big yarn. And, you have to confess, it all starts with 
Harvest Hosts.

Nun’s
 Labyrinth

By Mark 
Settle

Alpacas, labyrinths, and nuns in 
jeans. (They call them sisters.)  
Heartland Farm is one of Harvest 
Hosts most unique—and fulfilling—
boondocking experiences. 
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// A Warm and 
Woolly Welcome 

As you travel to Heartland Farm, there 
are signs that you’ve made it into the 
country. The county road switching to 
gravel—but good gravel—is one of them. 
None of this is unexpected, of course. 
Harvest Hosts members may wander 
toward the alpaca farm full of curiosity, 
but you are always under good direction 
once you call and check-in with the host. 
(And that’s good, because it’s unlikely 
that you’d find the farm otherwise.) 
Driving about 20 minutes west from 
Great Bend on West Barton County 
Road (that turns into X Road once you 
hit the county line), you’ll take a left at 
the Heartland Farm sign and turn south 
onto CR 390.  Farmland flanks both the 

driver and passenger sides of the 
RV as you drive. Sometimes wheat. 

Sometimes alfalfa or milo, depend-
ing on the season. But always serene.

After a half-mile, Heartland Farm’s 
long driveway appears on the right. Tak-

ing the turn rolls you over a little (often 
dried-up) creek and west again toward a 
complex of farm buildings bracketed by 
cedar windbreaks to the west and north. 
The appearance of an alpaca-painted 
mailbox and wooden Heartland Farm sign 
leave no room for doubt: You’ve made it.

Immediately on arrival, one of the 
Dominican Sisters of Peace will walk up 
to meet new RV guests. One of the hosts, 
Sister Jane, notes (with a little irony) that 
the meeting is often different than some 
guests imagine: “One of the visuals that 
people tend to have about sisters is that 
they’re gonna look like some movie they 
saw.” She pauses for effect, letting iconic 
movie scenes from “Sister Act” and “Ver-
tigo” appear in memory. She abruptly 
clarifies, “You’re gonna meet someone 
in jeans and a flannel shirt. … not some 
kind of long dress.”

Hence the importance of calling 
ahead. (Sister Jane might be out working 
fence on the property’s 80 
acres when you call.) But 
once you arrive, you’re 
welcomed by a sister and 
guided to your spot. 
Around the farm’s 
circular drive, the 
complex unfolds. The 

first sight: two white houses separated 
by an open-air pavilion. Then flower and 
herb gardens appear. Arcing around the 
corner, you will pass more houses (all 
named after trees), some for guests and 
some for resident sisters. Then past the 
office and gift shop, the farm opens up 
before you—unveiling a century-old barn, 
alpacas pacing across their paddock, an 
octagonal art studio made from straw 
bales, and a grain silo that’s been refur-
bished into a meditation space (complete 
with stained-glass windows). Smaller 
RVs pull around and park where they can 
look across the adjoining field.

So. Not your ordinary campground. 
Teresa Johnson, who works at 

Heartland Farm but isn’t a sister (in the 
Dominican sense), points out that that 
is one of the farm’s virtues, “One of 
the really nice things for Harvest Hosts 
members and RVers is that we aren’t a big 
RV facility. We have two RV spaces.” No 
need to share space with a crowd. Teresa 
warmly reflects, “That just provides 
them with the opportunity to experience 
our little piece of heaven.” 

And, for the sisters who run the farm, 
that’s the big idea.

// A Most 
Unique Host 

The sisters at Heartland Farm aren’t 
your ordinary nuns. In fact, “nuns” isn’t 
even the right word. Sister Jane explains, 
“Accurately speaking, nuns are really the 
ones who stay in their monastery and 
pray and don’t do anything outside of that 
venue. Whereas sisters run the hospitals 
and the schools.” The Dominican Sisters 
have been doing just that for a long time. 
Like over 800 years, and more than 200 
in the States. About 35 years ago, they 
bought the 80-acre lot of farmland with a 
specific mission in mind: to model what 
the planet needs for restoration, both the 
earth and the people who live on it.

In 2009, when eight different con-
gregations merged to found Dominican 
Sisters of Peace, that mission didn’t 
change. With rural America becoming 

largely invisible, Sister Jane says it’s as relevant as ever. 
“It’s part of sharing what our mission really is. To be 
a place of connecting with the natural world, people 
connecting with themselves.” Really, she says, it’s an 
invitation, “It’s about inviting people into a reflective 
time.” And the sisters are open and welcoming to 
all guests. Which is important, because all kinds of 
guests show up to see the alpacas.

Teresa laughs when asked about the alpacas 
and the mission. “They’re not just here to be 
cute,” she clarifies. “They’re here to serve spe-
cific purposes … and to be really cute!” Teresa 
and Sister Jane explain that alpacas actually 
help keep simple skills alive.

They’re fairly easy on the land (unlike 
large grazing animals) and relatively easy to 
manage. Their warm, soft, non-allergenic 
fleece gets sheared once every year like 
sheep. It gets sent to the fleece mill and 
then comes back, where it’s spun into 
yarn. (Yes, the sisters offer classes.) 

The alpacas also provide a won-
derful source of fertilizer. “Alpacas 
are very nice about sharing,” quips 

Less noise
Less energy 

More airflow 
More cooling

The RV Airflow System optimizes the airflow of your RV A/C system,
increasing airflow by an average of 40%, improving performance and 
speeding cooling times while reducing noise and energy usage. 

Get Less AND More with RV Airflow Systems.
Visit rvairflow.com or Call (574) 536-2472
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Sister Jane. Volunteers and guests can even 
help gather the compost for the gardens 
if they want to get their hands dirty with 
farm work. 

Mostly though, folks love taking pic-
tures of them—and with them. Profession-
als show up to get alpacas in the golden 
light. Amateurs try to lure them into 
proximity. Sister Jane laughs, “I liken them 
personality-wise to cats, who will take you 
or leave you depending on their personal-
ity and mood.” She assures guests, “If you 
are patient and stand there, they will come 
to you.” (Especially if you want to feed 
them some bindweed.) A lot of people ask, 
“Will they spit on me?“ The answer is no, 
although they will spit at each other.

Whether a Harvest Hosts member is 
visiting for the alpacas, the rural expe-
rience, or outright curiosity, they never 
leave disappointed. Teresa says that the 
partnership with Harvest Hosts, like the 
farm itself, has been symbiotic. “Word 
of mouth via the Harvest Hosts website 
is really important for us. I don’t know if 
we’ve ever gotten a bad comment.” When 
asked to describe their guests, Sister Jane 
decisively says, “Nice people,” prompting 
Teresa to exclaim, “They are!” 

“Usually if you probe a little,” Sister Jane 
adds, “I think many of the RVers at Harvest 
Hosts are looking for different experiences, 
and they’re willing to go off the interstate 
to find them.”

Both Teresa and Sister Jane understand 
the draw of the farm as a novelty. (It is after 
all an alpaca farm run by sisters.) But what 
the experience offers does seem to be tai-
lor-made for RVers. For example, Harvest 
Hosts members are supposed to buy some-
thing on location. At Heartland Farm, there 
are alpaca goods and yarn, jellies and jams, 
soaps and creams, all made by the sisters.

Sister Jane gets it. “I noticed about RVs 
that most don’t have much room to just 
collect stuff. And so they appreciate things 
like a jar of jelly that they’re going to use 
tomorrow or the eggs from the chickens.” 
Others want clothing made from the local 
alpacas, because it’s a personal connection 
with the farm and will help keep them 
warm on the road.

Indeed, for every guest who visits 
Heartland Farm, that unique connection is 
something unforgettable, far beyond yarn 
and jam. It’s tightly knit to the soul.

// Just Follow the Path
Last year, CEO Joel Holland mentioned Heartland 

Farm as part of his Harvest Hosts origin story. Before he 
helped turn the membership into a 21st century opera-

tion, he visited as many sites as he could. Deep down, he 
knew people were looking for unique experiences. Then he 

arrived at this alpaca farm run by sisters—one of whom gave 
guests massages. (Sadly for guests and her fellow sisters, 

she has since retired from the massage table.) But that was a 
unique experience. And a path opened for Harvest Hosts.

Although the farm is out in the flatlands of Kansas, there are several 
paths that connect here. Just a half hour to the southwest lies Fort Larned, 
a hub around which Indian wars raged in the late 1800s. Within an hour to 
the east lie two significant wetlands, Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Area and 
Quivira National Wildlife Refuge, a stopping place for migratory waterfowl. 
Sister Jane says, “You wouldn’t expect to find pelicans in the middle of 
Kansas, but you can find hundreds of them, as well as sandhill cranes and 
whooping cranes.” Birders flock on along the same path. The town of Great 
Bend, a half hour to the east, is 12,000 strong, but Teresa boasts it has a 
great steakhouse (Tellers 1872), a high-end brewhouse (Dry Lake Brewing), 
and a great Mexican scene (she recommends Delgado’s Mexican Food 
Restaurant, although Sister Jane prefers El Dos De Oros down in Larned).

But great as these day trips are, the farm itself always stands apart as 
the most memorable experience. Because it’s the place where room is 
made for the soul to stretch its wings. Where mind, body, and spirit can 
revive.

In the stain-glass silo, you can light a fire. And if someone comes that 
sings or plays, it sounds like a cathedral. You can walk along three miles 

W W W . S U N L I G H T - R E S O R T S . C O M  

RESORT STYLE AMENITIES • TIKI BAR & CLUBHOUSE
CONFERENCE ROOMS • OVERSIZED SITES • FREE HI-SPEED WIFI

PET FRIENDLY • DOG PARKS • RENTAL COTTAGES • FITNESS CENTERS
GOLF CART RENTALS • BICYCLE RENTALS • PICKLEBALL COURTS 

BOOK TODAY! 
(407) 630-7000

NEW MH COMMUNITIES
COMING  2024

BOOK YOUR 2023 STAY TODAY!
(407) 630-7000

Usually if you probe 
a little, I think many 
of the RVers at 
Harvest Hosts are 
looking for different 
experiences, and 
they’re willing to go 
off the interstate to 
find them.

of nature trails. See the plains and the 
creatures that dwell there, from bobcats 
and deer to opossums and armadillos. 
Concerning night, Sister Jane offers two 
words, “Killer stars.” 

Then there’s the grass-grown lab-
yrinth that is mown into the middle 
of the prairie, just inviting a first step. 
Sister Jane explains, “It’s a continuous 
pattern. It’s kind of modeled after the 
very famous one at Chartres Cathedral in 
France. Labyrinths are just a meditation 
trail. Unlike a maze—which is supposed 
to confuse you and lead you to dead 
ends and so on—a labyrinth is a contin-
uous trail, so you really do get to the 
destination. Lots of turns, and it’s not a 
direct path. But you get there.” It takes 
15 minutes to walk in and 15 minutes to 
walk out. “And,” Sister Jane adds, “how-
ever long you’d like to stay in the middle. 
You’re just surrounded by fields and 
open sky. It’s a kinetic exercise. You’re 
walking. … Your body kind of doesn’t 
have to think about where you’re going, 
so it opens up awareness to what’s going 
on inside yourself. Just follow the path.”

Make the most of the Midwest this Spring at 
these Harvest Hosts locations.

► Strataca Salt Mines, Kansas
Go 650 feet below the surface of the earth into 
the heart of an underground salt mine. It takes 
just 90 seconds to descend, but there are over 
150 miles of tunnels.

► Golden Spike Tower, Nebraska
It’s like the train capital of the world. (Kind of.) 
From the top of the tower, you can watch 17 
receiving and 16 departure tracks handling 
14,000 rail cars every 24 hours.

► Pioneer Auto Show, South Dakota
Let’s be clear: You don’t have to be an autophile 
to love this place. (Although it certainly won’t 
hurt!) Over 275 classic cars and 60 antique trac-
tors will captivate any guest.

MORE WEIRD AND
WONDERFUL STAYS

BECOME A HARVEST HOSTS MEMBER.
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BEYOND DEFINITION
What’s the difference between camp-
ing and overlanding? Or RVing and 
off-roading? Those are questions the 
outdoor community is debating. But 
be warned: To ask is to open Pandora’s 
box. And on the next page, we pop the 
lid—talking with a man who drove a 
limo across Africa, an Australian man-
ufacturer breaking out the Outback, 
and a 4-wheel-driving professional 
recognized across the globe. See what 
they say and the rugged RVs living 
between the lines.  

// The Earth and 
the People in It

“I became a sister in 1963,” recounts 
Sister Jane. “It’s a call that doesn’t just 
come once but gets renewed throughout 
life.” Over the years, she has worked in 
schools, done retreats, taught art, mas-
tered beekeeping and alpaca farming. 

Taking care of the land resonates 
with Sister Jane, “This kind of ministry 
of caring for the earth and the people in 
it—and the whole big picture of what’s 
connected—is something that I think is 
a worthy thing to use our energies and 
resources for.” Teresa quickly darts in,  
“I like to say that Sister Jane is a jack of 
all trades and a master of all of them.” 
Sister Jane chuckles and quietly mur-
murs, “But I hate plumbing.”

She considers, “I think that whole 
hands-on engagement, rather than 
keeping the world at arm’s length or on 
a screen, is something that makes me 

happy. And I think for the people who 
come here and unplug, it’s something 
they crave.”

When asked about whether they had 
any funny stories, Sister Jane says wryly, 
“ There was the guy who didn’t follow 
directions.” The story goes that a gen-
tleman and his son were on a road trip 
together with a small RV (a conversion 
van). It had been raining on the not-
so-improved roads when he called for 
directions. Sister Jane remembers, “So 
I said turn left out of the driveway. Well 
… he turned right. And so he took this 
first road—and Google Maps will tell you 
that it’s a road, but,” she cautions, “when 
there’s grass growing in the middle of it, 
you know it’s not a road. And so, he got 
about halfway through this mile, and 
there’s water running across the ‘road.’”  

Sister Jane pauses then says, “So, he 
goes for it.” 

You can imagine the result—the father 
and son duo were caught midstream 
amid the mucky river-bottom soil. Stuck 

right in the middle. So they called Sister 
Jane. And, like the Good Shepherd, she 
went to seek and save the lost. 

“So, get in the truck. Grabbed the 
logging chains. Find him. Get around to 
the front. Put the chain on the front of 
the thing and tow it out to the corner. 
And his son—he’s maybe 13 or some-
thing—he’s barefoot, and there were all 
these little things swimming by.” Later, 
in gratitude, the wife stopped by to buy 
a gift, offer a donation, and thank the 
sister for coming to the rescue.

It’s a special place where Dominican 
Sisters of Peace are your RV recovery 
team. But that’s Heartland Farm. Any 
Harvest Hosts member who has paused to 
park here overnight in the drive-thru state 
could tell you that it is indeed a place of 
unforgettable experiences. A place of quiet 
beauty and weirdly wonderful encounters. 
A place where the earth and its creatures 
beg to be touched and cared for. A place 
where something lost is always being 
found. ♥

Edge of the Map  >  Nun’s Labyrinth
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OUT WHERE 
 WORLDS COLLIDEOverlanding, RVs, and the 

joy of defying definition.
We seldom see stars at their shiniest. We are too tightly 

tied to the grid, which gives—light, power, water, food. And 

takes away—our night skies, our self-reliance, and our free-

dom to roam. The grid is entirely indifferent to us, neither 

benevolent nor unkind—but still a stern ruler. For some of 

us, though, there’s a world where nights grow darker, and 

stars glow their brightest. Streets are dustier, if they exist 

at all. And the world is less tainted. Unspoiled, even. 

This is the world of overlanding. But it is also the world of 

RVs. The dividing line between them—once distinct—has 

since blurred in the chaos of colliding outdoor worlds and 

converging communities. But despite all collisions and 

commonalities, are the two sets of enthusiasts truly the 

same? Or do they vary in what they do and why they do it?

We went looking for an answer. But we found many.

by Marc Acton
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  The Great Overlanding Debate
For even its most ardent admirers and adherents, it’s tough to pin down 

exactly what overlanding is. Is it just car camping with a truck? Can you be 
an overlander on a 4-wheeler? Do you have to even have wheels? It’s fair to 
ask: Where does RVing stop and overlanding begin?

The question became increasingly complicated as a flood of newcomers 
headed outdoors in the wake of the COVID years. The mainstream crowd 
veered toward RVing and camping, but a more extreme fringe went toward 
expeditions, off-roading, and adventurism. Overlanders have always been 
a part of that fringe. But when an overlander gets in an RV, which world 
do they belong to? In RV circles, many campers are proud to be self-pro-
claimed overlanders. But what has not been settled is how to define over-
landing. Or even whether we should define it. 

The search for a rigid definition is problematic. There’s certainly no 
consensus in sight. Even experienced overlanders dance around the finer 
points of the term. Nate Kennedy, one of I Heart RVing’s own (see Page 10), is 
a man who’s lived on the precarious line between the two worlds. He’s been 
overlanding since before it was cool. He got his hands on his first manual 
transmission Land Rover Discovery I in 2004. In 2005, he joined the Min-
nesota Land Rover Club. In 2006, his descent into full-blown obsession was 

cemented with a 1,300-mile trip from 
Duluth to Duluth around Lake Supe-
rior. “I was hooked,” he confesses. 
Eventually, he turned overlanding 
into a profession, moving to Puerto 
Rico to help run a luxury camping 
tour business. 

But even Nate treads carefully 
into this topic.

“Technically RVing is overland-
ing,” he says after a pause, “Because 
as an RVer, you have to be self-suf-
ficient to some degree. You’re 
planning on going out there, and 
not going to a hotel, not stopping for 
fast food. One of the big things with 
overlanding is that the journey itself 
is what you’re out there for.” He con-

tinues, “The important distinction of overlanding is an emphasis on journey 
versus the destination.”

Nate even contrasts the term with an expedition, “You’re on an expedi-
tion to complete a project. It’s something where you have a quest. You’re 
going out to measure soil levels or photograph a species. Overlanding, 
you’re going to be doing the same stuff, but the goal is the journey, not the 
destination.”

o•ver•land•ing, ('ō-vər- lan-diŋ)  n. 
1. crossing land in a vehicle for the journey itself.

Even so, Nate admits that there are complications with almost every defi-
nition. Some folks say there’s an internationality to it. Which makes sense, 
because overlanding originated in the Outback. But if border crossing is a cri-
terion (as some claim), the landlocked originators in Australia are out of luck.

No matter where you turn, few answers sound the same. Even among 
the experts.

o•ver•land•ing, ('ō-vər- lan-diŋ)  n. 
3. adventure travel by vehicle; possible without leaving pavement,  
impossible without leaving one’s comfort zone. 

Nate Kennedy led overlanding tours. And Christian Pelletier blazed across inter-
national boundaries. But Bill Burke is a unique kind of expert. He originally learned 
to drive military vehicles in the Army as a recovery specialist. Today, as the owner 
of Bill Burke’s 4-Wheeling America out of Grand Junction, Colorado, he’s a profes-
sional 4-wheel-drive educator. He’s taught newbies, hobbyists, enthusiasts, and 
even government professionals that he isn’t allowed to talk much about. 

  Where the Experts Argue 
Few would contest that Christian Pelletier is 

an overlander. The French-Canadian adventurer 
has driven a limousine across West Africa. He’s 
ferried his Land Cruiser across a river, its wheels 
resting on some precipitously placed planks on 
top of three canoes roped together. He’s been 
the first tourist in places that haven’t seen one 
in a while. He’s an overlanding OG, who today 
is the technical brains behind ExpeditionPortal.
com and a partner-contributor to the Overland 
Journal, one of the most important industry 
print publications. So if there’s an expert on the 
topic, he’s it. 

When asked what overlanding is, Pelletier 
laughs and steers us in a different direction. 
“That’s a question that everyone struggles 
with these days. To me, originally, overland-
ing involved some dangerous crossing. There 
should be some element of unknown. Some 
element that you’re discovering. Not just 
driving a 4x4, but discovering a new culture, 
a new language. Something that’s not part of 
your typical environment. If you just hook up 
a trailer and go camping in your backyard, that 
wouldn’t qualify. But if you drive the trailer 
across Baja, and learn a bit of Spanish, and 
discover a new region that you don’t know, and 
you come back transformed, or with some new 
perspective, that would qualify as overlanding. 
It has to have some kind of cultural element.” 

o•ver•land•ing, ('ō-vər- lan-diŋ)  n. 
2. vehicle travel as catalyst for personal 
exploration—on multiple levels, cultural 
as well as geographical.

So to get the overlanding experience, you have 
to get out of your comfort zone. Must you also 
get off of the well-paved path?  

“People who want to dress up 
their trucks to go to the Rubicon 
Trail, that’s proper off-roading,” says 
Pelletier. “That’s something that’s 
demanding on the vehicle.” But he 
clarifies: Real overlanders rarely put 
their vehicles in truly demanding 
situations. When you’re overlanding, 
he says, “Your vehicle is your house. 
So you don’t really want to destroy 
it, or break axles, or flood the inside. 
Because you have to sleep in it for 
the next six months.” 

According to Pelletier, not only 
do you not need to be off-road, the 
vehicle you’re traveling in is almost 
immaterial. “This guy [I spoke with 
recently] has been driving a Chevy 
Bolt across the United States, and 
now he’s down in Colombia [South 
America] with this electric vehicle. 
He’s been plugging it into hotels at 
night, and gas stations, and to me 
that qualifies as overlanding. Because 
it’s a hell of an adventure. So you 
don’t have to have a 1965 Land Rover 
to do [overlanding]. The vehicle is, at 
least to me, not that important. It’s 
the overall adventure.” 

The important 
distinction of 
overlanding 
is an emphasis 
on journey 
versus the 
destination.
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RVXRVX  >  overlanding

The most powerful RV tank The most powerful RV tank 
treatment treatment availableavailable

 With                          TM 

Odor Control Technology
BioBlastPlus

 • High & Low Temperature Control  • Liquefies ALL Waste & Tissue
 • Works in Black & Gray Tanks        • Leaves a Fresh Scent

Burke says that in his opinion overlanding requires you to accomplish 
something. “In the 1950s, Barbara Toy took a Land Rover and drove 
around the world in it. That’s overlanding. She was like the ground ver-
sion of Amelia Earhart.” 

o•ver•land•ing, ('ō-vər- lan-diŋ)  n. 
4. challenge of covering a set distance over a  
specified time in a vehicle.

On a patch of sand in the Anza Borrego desert outside of San Diego, 
Bill says, “I’m looking here outside my window, and there’s a nice couple 
with their daughter. They have a Tacoma pickup truck, and they’re pulling 
a little teardrop trailer—one of those that has a kitchen in the back and a 
clean bed in the front. And it’s got Washington State plates. I truly believe 
that they think they’re overlanding. They have [fancy tires] on the trucks, 
and they’ve got a Hi-Lift jack and all the right stuff. But they’re sitting out 
there in their lawn chairs, and I guarantee you they’re having the time 
of their lives exploring the Southern California desert from Washington 
State. To them, that’s overlanding. But some others might call it car camp-
ing. And that’s what it is.

“To me, a two- to three-week trip is overlanding,” Burke continues. 
“And you don’t have to go across the world to get that kind of authentic 
overlanding. I’ve guided trips in the U.S. that have been six or seven days. 
Fifteen extra gallons of gas, that kind of stuff.” 

  Where the RV  
  World Collides

Fueled by the promise of the thrilling life-
style found in Overland Journal and inspired 
by stories of adventurers like Pelletier and 
Burke, there’s been an explosion of interest in 
overlanding. The impact is huge, “[Marketing] 
also changed how people perceived them-
selves,” says Burke, referencing the way the 
Overland Journal helped shape public interest. 
Suddenly, overlanding swung into the orbit of a 
much larger world with a much larger market: 
the world of RVs. And the impact has been 
significant on RV features and design. It’s even 
opened doors for an Australian trailer company 
to enter the U.S. market.

Daryn Hooper, at MDC USA, says the compa-
ny’s Australian roots in the Outback make the 
important things simple. “The design concepts 
really are the biggest part of that,” he says, “It’s 
gotta be quality. Gotta be tough to stand the 
test of time.” There’s a focus too on simplifying 
things, even making them more manual, to 
enable owners to do their own repairs on the 
fly. “Everything needs to have that mechani-
cal aspect to it. [But the trailers] still give you 
that luxury of home.” For MDC USA, stabilizer 
legs are manual. The trailers forgo an enclosed 
underbelly to provide easier access to the 
necessities underneath. Frames are made as 
one-piece steel chassis for durability. The fewer 
moving parts, the better. That way, anyone with 
mechanical knowledge can do a repair.

All of which brings things back full circle to 
Nate’s favorite topic: self-sufficiency.

o•ver•land•ing, ('ō-vər- lan-diŋ)  n. 
5. road trip that pushes limits and tests 
self-sufficiency; involves sweat.

Nate Kennedy thinks true overlanding raises 
the stakes more than just regular camping. “It’s 
not like boondocking in an RV, where you’re 
going to a safe place,” he says. “The challenges 
of overlanding are [simpler, but also more 
profound, like] finding the right spot to camp, 
staying dry, and navigating the elements. If 
your whole camp kitchen is in the back of 
your truck, and in order to eat you’ve got to 
set up an awning, pull your table out, get your 
pots and pans where they need to be, and the 
ground is wet, it’s a game changer. But if you’re 
in a big RV, you can just go inside.” So, this is 
not a hobby for the weak of heart.

PREPARE FOR IMPACT

An All-Terrain Teardrop

Colorado Teardrops,  
Summit Pinnacle

What We Heart: 21 inches  
of off-road clearance

Tough, Tight, and Lite 

Ember RV,  
Overland Micro ROK

What We Heart:  
The outdoor kitchen

Making Room for Toys

Forest River,  
No-Bo 10.6

What We Heart:  
Dropping that rear ramp door

Four-Season Truck Camper

KingStar,  
Camino 88

What We Heart: The spacious 
stainless-steel shower

The Outback Pedigree

MDC USA Trailer,  
XT16HR Family Trailer

What We Heart:  
Lifetime warranty on chassis

The Ultimate Camper Van

Storyteller Overland,  
Beast MODE 4x4

What We Heart:  
Taking a Sprinter overland 

Making Every Inch Matter

Lance,  
Enduro

What We Heart: The rooftop 
tent and solar panels

Initiate an Instant Setup

OPUS,  
OP4 Tent Camper

What We Heart:  
Canopy inflates with a button

Class C Gone Wild

Winnebago,  
Ekko

What We Heart:  
The 4-wheel drive

RVS DESIGNED TO GO OVERLAND
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RVX  >  Wild SightingsRVX  >  overlanding

TrailerSaverTrailerSaver
Air-Ride 5th Wheel HitchesAir-Ride 5th Wheel Hitches

Because  the  journeyBecause  the  journey
shou ld  be  a s  en joyab leshou ld  be  a s  en joyab le

as  the  des t ina t ionas  the  des t ina t ion

TrailerSaver.com   1-800-410-6580 

EXPERIENCE THE 
SMOOHTEST RIDE ON 

THE MARKET!

Connects to your 
5th wheel hitch!

Connects directly to
your gooseneck ball!

BUILT-IN TORSION-FLEX 
TECHNOLOGY

REDUCE CHUCKING 
& JERKING

ADJUSTABLE & 
MAINTENANCE FREE

MADE 100% IN THE USA

SHOP NOW AT
GENYHITCH.COM

► WHY GO
This week is a magical 
yearly occurrence when 
songbirds congregate on 
the southern edge of Lake 
Erie just before their big 
migration to their northern 
breeding grounds. If you’re 
a birder, this is a bucket-
list experience. If you’re 
not, who cares?! You’ll 
see a dizzying array and 
diversity of birds, including 
eagles and over 150 
species of songbirds.

► WHERE TO GO
The Magee Marsh 
boardwalk. If you’re not 
sure you want to do the 
whole festival, we get that. 
But the boardwalk is free 
with its own parking. 

► WHEN TO GO
May 5–14

  Defining Your Own Adventure
Back in 8th grade, a younger, less-traveled Nate wrote a journal entry 

talking about what he wanted to do with his life. “It says that I wanted to: 1) 
write; 2) take photos; 3) speak Spanish; and 4) drive a Land Rover.” In that 
light, overlanding defines a well-lived life, on his terms. It also does that for 
increasing numbers of RVers and overlanders around the globe like him. Not 
everyone is built with that pull—that adventure-shaped gear in their heart that 
only this peculiar journey can fill. Perhaps there’s an overlanding gene. But 
even if that’s the case, one thing is clear—overlanding, like genetics, is funda-
mentally individual.

Sure, you could borrow young Nate’s list and turn it into a mini manifesto of 
what overlanding is. Or you could attempt to mash all the definitions together. 
Something like: Overlanding is a personal journey that breaks the confines 
of your comfort zone, drives you into a cultural sphere unknown to you, and 
challenges your self-sufficiency in a moving landscape over time. (Whew! Now 
take a breath) But maybe, just maybe, overlanding—like RVing—is a world that’s 
grown too large for some pat definition. 

o•ver•land•ing, ('ō-vər- lan-diŋ)  n. 
6. breaking the power grid’s mighty grip in order to experience growth 
in the wild—even if just for a season.

Whatever the case, it’s certainly an inhabited world. After all, very rarely do 
you hear great overlanding stories that describe lonesome nights. It’s a hobby, 

and a lifestyle, best shared with others who 
value the common goal of breaking loose 
from the grid that binds life so tightly. The 
grid demands that we stay tethered within 
its reach, where a true night’s sky, untainted 
by obstructions or creeping light, is unreach-
able. Still, leaving the grid requires a depar-
ture. And it has a cost— giving up part of who 
you were in exchange for the adventurer 
you want to be. But no matter which RV you 
climb into, what that looks like and where 
you go is entirely up to you. ♥

The Magical 
Marsh Alive 
with Song

IT’S A DISNEY-LIKE FANTASY 
to walk among nature like Snow 
White or Cinderella and have 
every little creature lift their head 
toward you, as birds fly about and 
sing their tiny hearts out. (Even 
now, that sounds pretty awe-
some.) But pull into the Biggest 

Week In American Birding 
(BWIAB) Festival at 

Magee Marsh, Ohio 
this Spring, and 

you’ll enter the 
song-filled 
center of the 
“Warbler 
Capital of the 
World.”

♥
I Heart Tip 

Talk to a birder. There will 
be flocks of them, and they 
can help show you what to 

watch and listen for.

Start Tuning 
Your Ear

Have a little fun and 
try to guess these 

bird songs.
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RVX  >  ready for anything

W W W . S U N L I G H T - R E S O R T S . C O M  

BOOK NOW!

(407) 630-7000

NEW MH COMMUNITIES
COMING  2024

BOOK YOUR 2023 STAY TODAY!
(407) 630-7000

NOW
 

OPEN!

Resort Style Amenities • Tiki Bar & Clubhouse • Conference Rooms

Oversized Sites • Hi-Speed WiFi • Pet Friendly • Dog Parks

Fitness Center • Golf Cart Rentals • Pickleball Courts

ELEVATE YOUR

LUXURY RV RESORT EXPERIENCE!

The Better Ride 
product collection 
provide superior 
suspension systems 
upgrades that will give 
you a revolutionary 
driving experience.

Visit Our Two Locations

13152 SE County Hwy 484
Belleview, FL 34420 (Ocala)

634 Golf Course Road
Tallapoosa, GA 30176

safe-t-plus.com 770-322-8727

Ready
FORAnything

PACKING IS AN ARTFORM. 
We feel comfortable saying so 
because artists—so we hear—
suffer for their work. And any 
camper who’s tailored their 
perfect packing list probably 
has a horror story to tell about 
learning a lesson the hard way. 
Overpacking? Newbie mistake. 
Underpacking? It happens. But 
ultimately, we all want to stuff 
our sacks just right. (Let’s call 
that achievement goldilocks.)

Now, getting that nice gold-
ilocks packing job done looks 
different for everyone, but one 
of the nice things about RVing 
is that you don’t have to carry 
everything on your back (unless 
you want to). If you plan on 
sleeping in your queen-sized 
bed or your rooftop camper, 
you don’t have to hump a tent, 
sleeping bag, and sleeping roll. 
Oftentimes, as you head out 
from your RV campsite, you’re 
headed off on a hike or dayven-
ture. But even then, there are 
some emergency essentials you 
don’t want to leave camp with-
out. (And no, we’re not going to 
say extra food and extra water—
because you know that, right?)

That way, no matter what 
happens out there, you’re 
goldilocks.

Get your dayventure  
packing list jussst right by  
imagining what could go wrong.

Adventure Medical Kits Mountain 
Series Backpacker
ALWAYS PREPARED IS ALWAYS A GOOD IDEA

This harkens back to that old military 
principle of planning for the worst. An 
injury is about the worst thing that can 
happen on a hike. What we love about 
The Backpacker is that it’s organized and 
labeled by injury. Which means you can 
act fast. $47 on REI.com

Garmin GPSMAP 66s 
YOUR NEVER-LOST DEVICE

Look, we know you don’t get 
lost. (Us either.) Your navigation 
skills are legendary. Your terrain 
association is flawless. You read 
the stars in daylight. But even 
so, having a handheld GPS is a 
huge resource, and the Garmin 
GPSMAP 66s is one of the best. 
$413 on Amazon.com

Arc’teryx Beta LT Jacket
‘CAUSE IT’S GONNA RAIN

Having a waterproof jacket on 
hand is almost never a bad idea. 
Especially in Spring and all of 
its April showers The Arc’teryx 
Beta LT is one of the pricier ones 
(less expensive brands will do 
just fine), but we love its comfort, 
versatility, and breathability. 
$450 on REI.com

SOL Emergency Bivvy
WORST-CASE SCENARIOS

You might have picked up on the theme of 
readiness here. But in the event you can’t 
make it back to your RV, the SOL emergency 
bivvy will shelter you through the night. It’s 
small and easy-to-pack, so you’ll barely notice 
it—unless you need it. $19 on REI.comByrna EP Launcher

A ‘LIL NONLETHAL PROTECTION

Being alone in the great outdoors is awesome, 
but at times it can be threatening. Sometimes 
you just don’t wanna be empty-handed. Packing 
a Byrna EP launcher gives you a nonlethal option 
(New York and California compliant) if  
you need it. $300 on Byrna.com

Darn Tough Light Hiker 
Micro Crew Socks
IF YOU BRING EXTRA ANYTHING, 
BRING THIS

Always, always, always have 
extra socks on standby. Keeping 
your feet dry is one of the most 
important things you can do—
and Spring loves to dampen our 
soles. These Darn Tough socks 
are lightweight, breath naturally, 
and vent moisture. $24 on REI.com
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AN ERA OF EPIC TOYS is upon us. The signs are everywhere—never clearer 
than in the presence of Grand Design’s M-Class 336M. Like a Micro Machines 
commercial from the 90s, there always seems to be something more to the 
playset. When that rear latch opens, out comes a bike! Then a kayak! Mix and 
match for any adventure. But the Newmar Super Star? Well, that’s the one toy 
everyone is saving up for. Turn a few pages, and we’ll unwrap why.

R V  T E C H  A N D  T R A D E C R A F T

T O P
LVL

INSIDE: Watt is behind the Onan 2500i? 
American-made muscle. Page 76.
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BUILT READY TO BLAZE NEW TRAILS

It’s time to glow at EmberRV.com

OFF-ROAD AND OFF-GRID CAPABLE — DIRECTLY FROM THE FACTORY

Ember was formed out of a desire to build a better RV by building a better RV company. To us, 

that means we’ll blaze an uncharted path by crafting innovative products backed by an unparalleled 

warranty, all with the experience and expertise that customers deserve. 

Our trailers are proudly built in the USA. Their construction 

begins with a stronger foundation: Ember’s exclusive 

Trailblazer™ Off-Road Chassis, featuring the award-

winning CURT® Independent Suspension System 

for improved off-road performance and durability, 

Goodyear® Wrangler® tires, and our VersaCoupler™ 

Hitching System, which provides owners more adjustability and 

customization, easily allowing for upgrades like an articulating hitch. Then we pair 

it with ample holding tank and LP capacities, standard and upgradeable solar 

power, and plenty of space for factory-installed Battle Born™ batteries to help 

you stay off-grid longer. With all these features built right in, your options for 

where to camp are limitless. 

Pro RV gear 
reviewed by 
an RV pro.
Subscribe to the I Heart RVing YouTube channel 
for insights, stories, and knowledge that make 
camping immersive, convenient, and FUN!

Scan to Subscribe to the 
I Heart RVing YouTube channel
or visit YouTube.com/@IHeartRVing

https://youtube.com/@iheartrving


WEIGHT ISN’T EVERYTHING when it 
comes to momentum, and the Grand 
Design Momentum 336M fifth wheel 
toy hauler is all the proof you need. 
Lighter than its full-sized counterparts, 
the M-Class lacks nothing. Equipped to 
transport your toys off-grid, it’s equally 
equipped with an innovative interior 
that creates space and wows you with its 
decadence. Were you expecting compro-
mise? Ha! Maybe for other toy haulers—
but not the M-Class.

Toy haulers—even the fifth-wheel, 
not-so-light-on-luxury versions like the 

336M—belong in 
the wild. (We feel 
certain Bill Burke 

and Nate Kennedy would agree with us 
here, but you can check Page 58.) And 
Grand Design’s M-Class wouldn’t have 
it any other way. The H-rated tires are 
heavy duty. The 7,000-pound axles with 
ABS brakes are heavy duty. And the 
MORryde® CRE3000 suspension system 
and anti-lock brake system are geared 
to tow your toys to their proper launch 
point. Once you’re there, you can extend 
the awning and enjoy the rites of Spring, 
cooking in the outdoor kitchen while 
watching your outside LED TV. And 
when you’re ready to break out of base, 

you can drop the rear ramp to access the 
garage. Because when the toys come out, 
that’s when the fun really begins.

Just above the garage, there’s a queen 
lift bed that ascends and descends easily 
to make space as needed. But once low-
ered, no one would guess a garage lies 
beneath it. Windows bring light in across 
the headboard above the mattress, and 
the bedroom’s wardrobe space is surpris-
ingly spacious with his-and-her capacity. 
The bedroom connects directly with a 
three-piece bathroom, complete with a 
glass-door shower, teak bench seat, and 
skylight. And when you rinse the dirt off 
in luxury, you’ll get what the 336M is all 
about.

Haul That 
Momentum
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An Extreme Toy Hauler 
with No Compromise
The Momentum M-Class didn’t get this good  
by accident. It was all by Grand Design. 

Top Level  >  RV SpotlightTop Level  >  RV Spotlight

Get some Momentum.
Visit GrandDesignRV.com.

Momentum M-Class 336M Floorplan
► LENGTH: 39 FT 10 IN ► DRY WEIGHT: 14,200 LBS

► HEIGHT: (W/ AC) 13 FT 6 IN ► HITCH WEIGHT: 2,600 LBS

► FRESH/GRAY/BLACK: 98/104/52 GAL ► GVWR: 17,000 LBS

The Galley in the Valley
With an elevated living area 
in the front and an elevated 
bedroom in the back, the 
kitchen is truly the valley of the 
cabin. And what a valley it is. 
The hardwood cabinets have 
glass curio doors and hidden 
hinges. The butler pantry doors 
vanish, folding back into the 
pantry itself. The island has a 
residential kitchen faucet and 
contributes to what is already 
an overwhelming amount of 
counter space. Across from it, 
a free-standing dinette lives 
comfortably in the slide—a 
comfort that’s shared by every-
one at the table.

The Summit of Entertainment
Ascending a few steps, and nestled just behind the front cap, you’ll enter one of 
the most exceptional living areas we’ve seen. With two 70-inch trifold sofas, you 
can make it into an extra bedroom space, but you’ll be tempted to keep it just 
for yourself. It’s spacious and separate with a TV, fireplace, and theater seating (in 
addition to the sofas). The M-Class 336M is fitted with a Rockford Fosgate stereo 
entertainment system that you can control with an app. Which means there’s 
gonna be a party—regardless of how many guests you have.

Slam-latch 
baggage doors

17.5-inch H-rated 
aluminum wheels

Walk-on 
roof

10-foot and 
16-foot awnings

SolidStep quad 
entry steps

Below floor garage 
extends to 77 inches 

with bed lift
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Lighted 
exterior storage 
compartments

Top Level  >  RV SpotlightTop Level  >  RV Spotlight

Wish upon a Super Star.
Visit NewmarCorp.com.

Super Star 
of Wonder

Top Level  >  RV SpotlightTop Level  >  RV Spotlight

Newmar Takes 
Super Cs to a 
New Galaxy
For anyone who ever imagined 
quality going supernova, the 
Super Star is a wish come true.
NOTHING IS FASTER THAN LIGHT. 
But just as there’s an atomic engine 
behind each star, so too there’s a team of 
craftsmen behind each Newmar motor 
coach. Assembled across an average of 
eight years, each Super Star undergoes 
more than 1,000 tests before it ever 
reaches a dealer. But when the Super 

Star arrives, it’s impossible to look away. 
From its industry-exclusive exterior 
graphics treatment on the outside to its 
glazed-maple cabinetry on the inside, 
every detail shines—bringing one word to 
mind, over and over: Quality.

And like light, the Super Star can really 
move. With a fuel capacity of 100 gallons, 
aluminum wheels, and an anti-lock 
braking system, you can quickly slide 
into cruise control behind your telescope 
steering wheel. Down below, spacious lit 
storage compartments keep everything 
secure with power baggage door locks. 
The rear cap also provides a stealthy stor-
age option for items you want easy access 
to. Once you’ve put the Super Star in park 
(and captured the attention of the entire 
campground), you can fire up the 8.0 

kW Cummins Onan Diesel Quiet Series 
generator, even as your 25 W solar panel 
uses the nearest yellow star to charge up 
your chassis battery.

Be advised: The Super Star has an 
extraordinary gravitational pull for 
visitors. Everyone will want to see 
the inside. (So hope you like hearing, 
“Wow!) The cabin is an ornate expanse 
of exquisite furnishings. There’s the 
shine from the hand-laid tile backsplash 
in the kitchen. There’s the massive 
convection microwave. The Greek key 
design lining the cabin’s masterful 
maple woodwork. The sensuous bath 
with an Aqua Miser shower system. The 
queen-sized bed. The quality goes on 
and on—like light, illuminating every-
thing within its reach. 
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Convex exterior mirrors 
with defrost and remote 

control

Frameless double-pane tinted 
safety-glass windows

Girard® G20000 
integrated side awning

Keyless entrance 
door with touch pad 

and doorbell

A Constellation of Luxury Features
The inescapable impression of the Super Star is that every feature 
is part of a pattern of luxury. An enormous skylight arcs over the 
cockpit, a feature more like a fighter jet than a motorhome. (Yes, it 
comes with a power shade.) The Air Ride captain’s chairs provide 
pneumatic lumbar support, and the pilot has every system at his 
control: the Xite dash radio, the Omniview NS360 camera system, 
the Harman/JBL 180 W sound system. Two 15M Penguin heat pump 
air conditioners moderate the temperature of the cabin. A mobile 
app connects you to the control elements. The cabinet drawers even 
close softly. The entire cabin conveys quality in every sense, from 
sight and sound to your very touch.

Sleeping Under the Star
Night is always when the heavens shine. (Just ask Sister Jane on 
Page 50.) So too with the Super Star. The motor coach can sleep 
up to eight, but—as in all things—what sets it lightyears above 
other Class Cs is the quality. Not only are the bunks works of 
art; they are also equipped with lights, USB outlets, optional TV 
monitors, and (best of all) windows. The Williamsburg Furniture 
dinette also converts into a sleeper, again with a lovely window 
view. The 74-inch hide-a-bed sofa adds yet another additional 
sleeping space. But nothing tops the retracting queen bed, flanked 
by Greek patterns, clever drawers, and natural light. But when the 
sun goes down, that’s when it truly shines.

Newmar Super Star 3729 Floorplan
► CHASSIS	FREIGHTLINER® M2 106 ► EXT LENGTH: 37 FT 11 IN

► ENGINE: CUMMINS L 360HP ► EXT HEIGHT: 13 FT 0 IN

► GVWR: 40,000 LBS ► EXT WIDTH: 8 FT 5.5 IN

► GCWR: 60,000 LBS ► FRESH/GRAY/BLACK	 150/60/40 GAL

3 options for full-paint 
Masterpiece finish 
exterior graphics 

72    I RVING :: SPRING 2023 I RVING :: SPRING 2023    73



Top Level  >  Renting
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TRA 

*

855.481.7411

CALL 855.481.7411 TODAY OR VISIT US AT TRAVELRESORTS.COM

THE BEST CAMPING ON THE RIVER!
The perfect  vacation destination located directly on the 
 picturesque Mohican River in the heart of Ohio’s Amish 

country. At Wally World you’ll have the best camping sites on the  
river at a clean and family- oriented campground. With  access to a full 
range of amenities and easy access to so many area attractions you’ll 
want to come back again and again!

LIFE’S AN ADVENTURE, ENJOY THE RIDE!
Located in the Salt Fork Lake Region. With 
over 850 pristine acres, this resort truly has 
something for everyone. Nestled in one of 

Ohio’s most spectacular forests. You don’t even need 
to leave the ranch for an adventure-packed vacation as  
amenities include: indoor heated pool, outdoor pool, 
horseback riding & trails, golf driving range, mini golf, 
paintball and so much more!

NORTH CAROLINA AT ITS BEST!
Come experience one of North  Carolina’s 
most beautiful campground resorts,  

located just  minutes from  historic Pinehurst. Explore and 
enjoy everything Sycamore Lodge has to offer, from our  
historic main lodge and 200 acre forest to our private 
stocked lake, beach and swimming pool. RELIVE THE GETTYSBURG EXPERIENCE!

Located on the southern edge of the most  famous 
 Civil War battlefield, our amazing campground  resort 
 provides by far the best setting for the perfect  family 

getaway. Whether you’re soaking up American  history or sun 
by our Olympic size swimming pool, you will discover unlimited  
opportunities for epic fun and relaxation at Gettysburg Battlefield Resort.

RELAX AT BASS LAKE!
Our activities and events are second to none, 
and take place year-round. Not to mention 
our two outdoor swimming pools; two club-

houses, one for families as well as one just for the adults; 
a miniature golf course; a restaurant and bar, a country 
store; nature trails, for both short walks and long hikes; 
laundry facilities and much more. As a gated and secure 
year-round resort, there’s always a comfortable, safe and 
warm sense of community.

MAKE GEORGIA YOUR NEXT STOP!
Fifty-five acres make up our beautiful North 
Shore Resort at Lake Oconee, GA. The camp-
ground was  developed with a “railroad” 
theme and 23 railroad cars were brought in 

and used as offices, in recreational areas, as shops, and 
as overnight accommodations. Club cars, cabooses, and 
boxcars were used in the design scheme giving the resort 
a truly unique flavor for your next  vacation stay. 

FLORIDA FUN!
Whether you enjoy fan boat rides through the Florida wetlands, 
viewing world class wildlife, horseback riding, boating, fishing for  
largemouth bass, ziplining, Busch Gardens in  nearby Tampa, Orlando 

attractions such as Disney and Universal Studios, attending a pro sporting event 
such as The Tampa Bay Buccaneers or just hanging at the resort pool, Thousand 
Palms will meet all your vacation needs.

This offer is sponsored by Travel Resorts of America and includes up to 21 nights of complimentary camping and a 90-minute VIP tour (some restrictions apply). No purchase necessary. All camping certificates are redeemable 
at any of our private resorts and valid up to one year. These certificates entitle you up to 7 nights of complimentary camping during peak season, and two certificates of up to 7 nights each of complimentary camping during 
non-peak season. These certificates have no cash value and are non-transferrable. Offer not valid if you have toured one of our resorts within the last 24 months, if you are a current Travel Resorts of America or Coast to Coast 
member, or you keep your RV on a permanent site. Please call toll-free at 1-888-481-7411 to activate your certificate. Calls will be recorded for training and compliance.

Rental
Gymnastics
4 savvy tips to make renting 
your RV pay off.

Y �our RV is magnificent! Like a blazing chariot of 
freedom—when it’s on the road. But if you’re in 
a season of life where you can’t use it as much, 
it can feel less awesome. There’s the driveway 
space it takes up. And the expenses that come 

along with it, like registration, maintenance, and 
repairs. It sure would be nice if it could pay a little rent. 
You know, to help the team.

While making some extra dough with your RV puts it 
back in the awesome category, we have to admit: It can 
be a little daunting. But truth be told, it doesn’t have to 
be. Follow these four tips, and you’ll be back in the fun 
column.

P R O T E C T

START WITH 
INSURANCE

It can be a bit terrifying to 
rent out your home away 
from home. Will the renters 
care for it? What if something 
disastrous happens, like a 
wreck or a plumbing issue? 
Just stop. There’s no need to 
let your imagination run wild. 
Get insurance and make sure 
it’s fully insured for renters. 
(Most RV insurance plans are 
only for the owner.) Roamly, for 
example, offers RV insurance 
that covers both.

R E L A X

LIST YOUR RV  
WITH A PRO

You might be wondering, “How 
will renters find me?” The 
answer is simple: Go where 
they go—to RV rental websites. 
You have loads of options to 
choose from, including Indie 
Campers, RVshare, Outdoorsy, 
or Campanda. All of which 
allow you to rent directly to 
customers with minimal has-
sle. But you’re also not entirely 
on your own. Companies, like 
RVshare, also offer expert 
advice if you need it.

E N J O Y

THE RENTAL 
SWITCHEROO

This might be our favorite 
part. While someone is out 
enjoying your rig (and paying 
you to enjoy it), why not take 
the opportunity to go on an 
adventure of your own in an 
RV you’ve always dreamed 
about? Down the line, this can 
help you figure out if you’re 
ready to move up, downsize, or 
change configurations. But in 
the now, it’s just a fun way to 
expand your horizons. 

A T T R A C T

FIND WAYS TO 
BE SHINY

Renters (like all mankind) 
are like fish. They want shiny. 
So post nice photos of the 
exterior (in good light from 
a high or low angle) and 
interior (focusing on its unique 
features). That’s step one. Step 
two is don’t slack off on your 
write-up.  Make your rates easy 
to find and RV specs (like how 
many it sleeps) easy to read. 
Give it some personality then 
read back and ask, “Would I 
rent this?”
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Top Level  >  smart buys
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Operate without opening the  
screen or entry door.

Enjoy outside view, control privacy, 
temp, and light with just a finger slide.

 Major RV Innovation
CloZures  Shade

zarcor.com
972-380-8724  |  800-877-4797

rv Marketplace

Advertise here!
Contact Kim Whitaker for ad sizes 
and rates. Kim@IHeartRVing.com

(919) 412-6325

F I N A L  T O A S T S  A N D  L A S T  R O A S T S  F O R  T H E  R O A D

Life goals

1 Last Laugh
(The Daddest Joke Around)

What’s the difference 
between a normal RV joke 
and an RV dad joke?
The punchline is apparent.

1 Final 
Inspiration
(Deep Thoughts)

“RV living is not one lifestyle 
but many. Much of your hap-
piness and success in full tim-
ing depends on finding just 
the right niche for yourself.” 
– Gordon Groene, Janet Groene, 
Living Aboard Your RV

Don’t miss our deep dive into one 
particular RV niche—overlanding—
Page 58.

1 SIMPLE tip
(Be Kind as You Unwind)

Offer others your best camp-
ground etiquette. It’s OK to 
feel like you can let your hair 
down once you’ve put the RV 
in park. But being thoughtful 
with your volume and polite to 
your neighbors is a great way 
to ensure everyone has a great 
experience.  

1 big tease
(Get Ready to Go from  
Sea to Shining Sea)

Next issue things really heat up, 
as we head out on the road for 
an All-American Summer. There 
will be fireworks. There will be 
sun. And it will be chock full of 
RV goodness as we continue 
to explore the RVing lifestyle 
together. Got a favorite Summer 
spot we should visit? Story you 
want to share? Send it to edito-
rial@IHeartRVing.com!

1 formal  
invitation
(Just for You)

Join us on Facebook 
at @IHeartRVing
Join us on Instagram  
at @IHeartRVing
Join our email list at  
IHeartRVing.com
Subscribe to  
IHeartRVing on YouTube

1 Closing Word
(Volume 2 Is Two Words)

That’s it for the second volume 
of I Heart RVing magazine. It’s 
been eight beautiful issues 
of RV goodness, all with the 
goal of helping you learn, 
enjoy, and master this crazy 
hobby, or lifestyle, or weekend 
activity—whatever it is to you. 
Our goal has always been for 
this magazine to be the kind of 
thing you love spending time 
with, taking on road trips, and, 
most of all, benefitting from. If 
we’ve succeeded, consider using 
this QR code to share with your 
favorite road buddy in their life. 
Use this QR code to give them a 
gift they’re sure to heart.

Located in: Rocky Mount, NC

• Affordable, secure, and 
insulated facility

• 14’ high garage doors fit all 
RVs, including Class A models

• Next to busiest Amtrak train 
station in NC for easy access

CALL 914-384-2493 
TheBottlingPlantRM.com

Cummins Onan P2500i  
Inverter Generator
American-made power for boondocking, overlanding, and 
outages at home. It passed our tests with flying colors.

BOTTOM LINE UP FRONT:

YOU WANT PLENTY OF STARTUP JUICE, and the Cummins Onan 2500i gives you 
lots–we’re talking 2,500 watts and next-level continuous running power at 2,200 
watts. That’s for up to 10 hours at 25 percent power, or eight hours at 50 percent, 
off one gallon of gas! That’s plenty of power to run your fridge, your small AC, DISH 
Outdoors satellite and TV, coffee pot, or even a power drill or saw. It’s also safe to 
charge your laptop, and the two 5V USB ports can keep all your devices charged. 
The LED display keeps you in the know, but the real story? Its dependable 98cc 
OHV 4-stroke Cummins Onan engine—American-made in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

FEATURES WE LOVE:

By Nate Kennedy

Several Ways to Connect
We love the two 120V 20A 
standard AC plugs, and the two 
5V USB-A ports. There’s also 
one 12V 8A outlet port with 
adapter. You can even parallel-
connect a second generator for 
twice the power. 

An All-Knowing  
LED Display
The display lets you know 
how much power your 
devices are using, how much 
time you can maintain that 
load with the fuel you have, 
how much fuel remains, and 
generator lifetime usage. 

Built-In Carry Handle 
The carry handle makes the 48-pound 
P2500I easy to carry around your campsite. 
It runs quietly, and you can find the right—
unobtrusive—place to power your setup.

Rubber, Rubber, Everywhere
Wherever your adventure leads, 
all the ports are sealed with 
rubber covers, making it extra 
friendly to the touch. The rubber 
mat on top is perfect for holding 
phones while they’re charging. 

Power your adventures. 
Buy at Cummins.com.

WATCH THE ONAN FLEX 
ON YOUTUBE 
See Nate put the Onan P2500i 
through real-world tests on our 
I Heart RVing channel.

rv Marketplace

RVs Wanted

WE BUY YEAR 2015–2022 DIESEL
& GAS - CLASS A, B, AND C'S 
FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP
TOLL FREE 1-888-782-8987

www.RVBuyersUSA.com
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE

Classifieds

MSRP: 
$820.00

 Want to add  
your business 

to our classifieds?

Contact Kim Whitaker 
Kim@IHeartRVing.com

(919) 412-6325

One Last Spritz  
of Freshness
spring has sprung
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Firesides  >  Puzzles

Across
1. Fa follower
4. Aquatic plant
8. Charge
12. �International Civil Aviation 

Organization, for short
13. Container for nitroglycerin
14. Cognizant
16. Farrier’s tool
17. “Cogoti ____ sum”
18. �Sammy Kaye’s " ____ 

Tommorrow”
19. “Mârouf" baritone
20. " ___ we have fun yet?”
21. Bolivian export
23. “A rat!”
24. Crows' homes
26. Delay
28. Select, with “for”
30. Come together
32. Song and dance, e.g.
36. Cheat, in a way
39. �“One of ___” (Willa Cather 

novel)
41. Radial, e.g.
42. “The Three faces of ___”
43. Run off to the chapel
45. Census datum
46. Abrupt
48. House votes
49. Gross
50. BBs, e.g.
51. Delivery vehicle
52. “For shame!”
54. Egg cells
56. Church song
60. Amiss
63. Dump
65. Is no longer
67. Grassy area
68. Mushroom topper
70. Gulf V.I.P.
72. Auto pioneer
73. Groovy, awesome, e.g.

74. Walk in water
75. Torn pieces of cloth
76. Airy
77. Cleaning cabinet supplies
78. “Ciao!”

Down
1. Bathroom item
2. Desert sight
3. Chop (off)
4. Affirm
5. Euros replaced them
6. Retch
7 “Thanks ___!”
8. It's a part of life
9. Barley bristle
10. Miles per hour, e.g.
11. Ashtabula's lake
12. Persia, now
15. ___ Grove Villiage, Ill
20. �Death on the Nile, cause, 

perhaps
22. Calamity
25. Cracker Jack bonus
27. Gangster’s gun
29. Foot digit
30. Complain
31. Catch a glimpse of
33. �Reduced instruction set 

computer for short
34. Ardous journey
35. Alluring
36. �Where the large instestines 

begin.
37. Egg
38. Make waves
40. Arm part
44. “C ___la vie!”
47. “___bad!”
49. “___ Del-Lovely
51. Big wine holder
53. Bull markets
55. Peace symbol
57. Put to rest, as fears

You’re good at crosswords 
because you’re smart—and 
smart because you do 
crosswords. Right? Scan 
the QR code to see how 
right you are.

58. Pigeon's perch
59. Come together
60. Harvest goddess
61. Flaky Greek pastry
62. Ado
64. A ship's small boat
65. All-inclusive
66. “iliad” warrior
69. Charlotte-to-Raleigh dir.
71. ___ Day
72. Sun, e.g.

		  3		  6	 8		  1	
					     4
	 8		  4					     2
	 5		  1				    3
			   9	 4			   7		  2
	 3		  2	
		  1
				    8		  3	 6		  1
	 4				    9			   8

You’ll never find the time until you go looking for it.

If you’re looking for more room, Solitude is the most spacious Extended Stay Fifth Wheel ever 

built. Taller ceilings, bigger cabinets, and sweeping scenic windows make the Solitude  

a dream that you wake up to. Go where there’s more to life.

M O R E  O F  W H AT  M AT T E R S
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TV that Travels with You

 

Use Promo Code: IHEARTRV • Visit dishoutdoors.com/iheartrving

CALL NOW!
855-424-7389

ONLY Per month
for existing 
DISH 
subscribers

Quick, Easy Setup  |  Pay-As-You-Go-Programming  |  No Wi-Fi, Cellular Service, or Data Usage Needed

Never Miss a Moment 
of the Big Game

SAVE

ANY BUNDLE FROM  
DISH OUTDOORS

https://ihrv.fyi/N8Oc
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