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BUILT READY TO BLAZE NEW TRAILS

OFF-ROAD AND OFF-GRID CAPABLE — DIRECTLY FROM THE FACTORY

Ember was formed out of a desire to build a better RV by building a better RV company. To us,
that means we'll blaze an uncharted path by crafting innovative products backed by an unparalleled
warranty, all with the experience and expertise that customers deserve.

Our trailers are proudly built in the USA. Their construction

begins with a stronger foundation: Ember’s exclusive
Trailblazer™ Off-Road Chassis, featuring the award-
winning CURT® Independent Suspension System

for improved off-road performance and durability,

Goodyear® Wrangler® tires, and our VersaCoupler™ ) CURT SVarension.
Hitching System, which provides owners more adjustability and

customization, easily allowing for upgrades like an articulating hitch. Then we pair

it with ample holding tank and LP capacities, standard and upgradeable solar

power, and plenty of space for factory-installed Battle Born™ batteries to help

you stay off-grid longer. With all these features built right in, your options for

where to camp are limitless.

It's time to glow at = ENMBER
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I'M RETIRED.

IvRVing

Venture in style.

Use code IHEART25 for 25% OFF any
one item at IHeartRVing.com/Shop.

60 AROUND ME.

Stock up
on style



https://bit.ly/3L3XvZD
https://iheartrving.com/shop/

, and may not be available

€es Vary based on how you buy.

I states or for all vehicles. Additional charge

y

Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates!
inal

Translation: Your RV that sleeps four is now
home to a family of 12.

But no matter the diagnosis, we're here for

you with optional Pest Damage Protection’”.
Get coverage you can really see with Progressive.

1-800-PROGRESSIVE | PROGRESSIVE.COM

PROGRESSIVE '

13 Common
Camping Mishaps

The RV life is full

of lessons we learn

the hard way—and
remember forever. But
those mishaps can also
spawn some sweet RV
innovations. We’re ready
to share the laughter, the
tears, and solutions.

By Nate Kennedy
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Gettysburg in the
Wheels of History

Members camping at the
Gettysburg Battlefield
Resort are only a right turn
away from those hallowed
grounds. But North to
South, that’s only one

part of the perfect union
Travel Resorts America is
building.

By Mark Settle

The Way of the
Dirtbag

Taking the texture of the
Appalachian Trail they
traverse, thru-hikers
proudly claim the name
dirtbags. Their trail
wisdom comes from
months on foot, but you
don’t have to go all 2,200-
miles to use it.

By Liran Federmann

Mystery, No More!
2023 RVs Roll In

If you’ve been anxiously
awaiting the 2023 models—
like us—get ready. Your
great expectations are
about to be met. The new
class of RVs are bold, edgy,
rugged—and increasingly
energy efficient. Let the
curtain roll back: Take your
first look at the future.
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LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

The Price of Your
Golden Ticket.

There are two types of RVers:
Those who have hit bumps in
the road, and those who will.

It’s built into this crazy lifestyle.
There’s a cost to live it.

There’s also a secret to making
it successful, which starts with a
very short story. The military once
decided that I should not eat for
seven days. While walking miles
and miles in the woods every day.
Isurvived, because I literally had
one thing to do: Not quit. And like
many big challenges in life, RVing
only requires only one secret for
success—don’t stop.

Like anything worth doing,
there’s a personal cost for adven-
ture—and ways to pay for it (see
Page 30). It takes a lot of small
financial decisions. Likewise, if
you’re a new road warrior, there
are lots of mistakes to make. Lots
of lessons to learn. Many who
start a life on the road conclude
their journey too early, because
bumps happen. Tires flatten.
Hoses break. The list could go on
... and does on Page 26.

But in the big picture, those
bumps have a huge upside—your
best life. In I Heart RVing, we
talk a lot about arriving at your
best life—a lot. But if you want to
arrive, you can’t turn back.

If you wonder whether you
can—or will-make it, ask your-
self: Am I willing to press on?

For those who keep it in drive,
the RV challenge will unlock
next-level benefits. Unencum-
bered geographical liberty awaits.
Sharing the road with a commu-
nity will transform your way of
life. Adventure, fulfillment, or
just peace and quiet can be your

“A universe where your
life’s outlook isn’t
determined by your
zip code, but by your
willingness to push
boundaries.”

next destination.

The cost you pay to get there
might mean making sacrifices
to save up for your entry fee. It
might mean maintenance issues.
Or it might mean pulling into the
driveway at zero dark thirty after
a weekend of adventure, know-
ing tomorrow starts the work
week bright and early.

But the price you pay earns you
something big—a golden ticket
to the giant playground around
you. A universe where your life’s
outlook isn’t determined by your
zip code, but by your willingness
to push boundaries.

Here’s to living life at its best,
and Monday mornings after
weekends worthy of memory.
You can make it there. Just keep
driving.

Love ya, mean it.

Mave.

Marc Acton
Publisher
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A BRIEF LOOK AT THE RV NEWS AND COMMUNITY

Unprecedented Flooding
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The Grand Canyon
Gets the Hookup

® The Grand Canyon National
Park is gearing up for $21.8 billion
worth of work, fixing and replacing
water, wastewater, and electric
systems in the park that have long
outlived their 25-year shelf life
from the 1970s. With $1.9 billion
in yearly funds lined up for the
next five years from the 2020 Great
American Outdoors Act, the Grand
Canyon National Park is preparing
four large projects at the South
Rim—most notably major upgrades
to the Transcanyon waterline.

Find the full hookup near great
national parks on Page 53.

RV Park to Give Airport
a Revenue Lift

® A Florida airport is seeing
interest take off in transportation
beyond aviation. Since the 2020
pandemic, the air transportation

prepared to fully support e-RV
travel, Bloomberg reports. Tandem
equipment to charge vehicles

and trailers, for example, is not
common. With EV infrastructure

in need of a boost, manufacturers
like Thor Motorcoach are lobbying
Congress to make a greater fed-
eral investment.

Look ahead to our electric future
at Thorlndustries.com/innovation-
vision-vehicle.

Valvoline Ventures
into RV Service Centers

® Vehicle care service provider
Valvoline plans to put more
routine maintenance services for
motorhomes on the road. In Sep-
tember 2021, the company began
a pilot program in Atlanta, testing
out a 75-minute RV preventative
maintenance service, including oil
and filter checks, greasing chassis
zerk fittings, and tire assessments.
Looking ahead, campers can
expect to see more new stand-
alone RV centers on the road.

Backwoods
Ballads

FOLKSY TUNES TO SING DOWN COUNTRY
ROADS AND UNDER THE HARVEST MOON.

John Denver,

“Take Me Home, Country Roads”

Few songs can get the whole campground
singing like this John Denver classic. When
we hear those banjos and that acoustic
guitar play, all our memories gather. (Even
beyond the Shenandoah—see Page 15.).

Gillian Welch and Alison Krauss,
“IlL Fly Away”

It's hard to overstate how good the “O
Brother, Where Art Thou?” soundtrack is.
When you back out the drive with the
windows down, this is your track to fly
away—backed by Alison Krauss’ vocals.

Dolly Parton, “Backwoods Barbie”

Don’t misjudge Dolly based on her famous
looks. (A forgivable mistake.) She’s just a
country girl,and one of America’s greatest
songwriters. This 2008 track proves both.

M!.DKI.TED 9_

one-touch
application!

e Stops Itching

industry underwent heavy shocks. On Contact
sweeps Yellowstone The RV industry, on the other hand, View Valvoline’s full-service RV

surged across the country. With maintenance list at RVNews.com. Chris Stapleton, ° Stops Pain o Relieves

pending approval from the Federal “When the Stars Come Out” Swellin
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK The park quickly evacuated Aviation Administration, Ocala’s AChi RV Leaving the city behind never feels so right J
experienced a massive flood visitors and worked to reconnect International Airport could start Ma“:rf:;urer Shoulders as when the stars come out and shine.

event on June 13—inundating

the region with a 400 percent
increase in average precipitation,
according to CNN. The Yellow-
stone River surged to 50,000
cubic feet per second (CFP),
shattering the previous record

of 32,000 CFP, the Montana Free
Press reports. All entrances to the
park closed due to heavy flood-
ing, rockslides, and extremely

nearby residents with power and
water. One month later, Yellow-
stone announced that 93 percent
of roadways and 88 percent of
backcountry were open. Even so,
as the recovery continues, mil-
lions of yearly visitors can expect
limited access to the park until
the full damage is evaluated and
cleaned. For RVers planning to
visit the weird, wild grandeur of

diversifying their revenue stream
by converting 64 acres of spare
land into a massive luxury RV park,
the Ocala StarBanner reports. The
development would be the first of
its kind at an airport.

Follow the park’s flight plan at News.
Yahoo.com.

Electric RVs Await
Next Charge

® One of COVID 19’s most nota-
ble disruptions on the RV market
is the semiconductor industry.
After a two-year supply crunch,
some chipmakers now warn of

a cooling demand for parts. Mean-
while RV manufacturers remain
stuck with a shortage. “The
biggest customers are getting
priority [like Apple], while more
fragmented industries ...[the auto
industry] are being pushed to the

Everything else gets drowned out—except
you humming Stapleton’s famous chorus.

Nick Drake, “Things Behind the Sun”

Some neighbors may shake their heads
when they see you hit the road. But Nick
Drake reminds us: “Be what you’ll be” Our
path leads us to places they’ll never see.

The Rolling Stone, “Moonlight Mile”

Seldom has music captured the emotion
of sleeping under strange, strange skies so
beautifully. Which makes this a perfect song

RELIEF FROM:

g;\‘zztgxggj f;:;ver hazardc.)us condi’Fi(.)ns. The.ﬂood- Yellowstone National Park, check ® Last June, the Winnebago backburner” says Angelo Zino, to play after a mad, mad day on the road. o [Eira/Ans e Fleas
corrent last June ing decimated critical portions of NPS.gov/yell to stay up to date on Advanced Technology Group senior equity analyst at CFRA

northern roads. the park’s conditions.

released some preliminary findings
from traveling in an electric RV

Research.

e Chiggers e Mosquitoes

(e-RV). According to RVNews.com, LGeinoty%urtf;ear/f bfztgg;,m“b[sd: e Ticks e Bees
the ATG team found that while et your Jirst ook a S road- i
, » Thanks to new campsite reservation apps—Like Th long trips were possible, they're ready RVs on Page 69. TAKE YDUR PI.AYI.IST UFF'GR"] e Sand Flies e Wasps
WHAT s BEH'ND THE D , Ew camps .  app e probably not ready for a high-pres-
yrt, Parkn’Sleep, Campendium, and PitchUp —campsite sure travel schedule. Currently, §
APP BOUKING BUUM bookings increased at a whopping 500 percent, -RVs are better suited for shart Find more backwoodsy
according to an AP report published by The National Spread the News tracks—from George

trips to nearby parks.

Get relief from bug bite pain

Herald. The Dyrt noted that 80 percent of newbies use Help keep us posted on Strait to James Taylor—on

a mobile app or website to book their next campsite. Even as RV industry titans like what’s coming down the Spotify. Click the ¥ on our and itch with ChigaRid!
Winnebago prepare to launch pike. Share the news stories Backwoods Ballads
INCREASE OF FIRST- their new electric models—some you're excited about with the playlist to warm your ChigaRid.com | 214-951-8687
IN CAMPSITE 0 TIMERS USE as early as spring 2023—the entire | Heart community at fireside with great [
BOOKINGS OVERALL MOBILE APPS national infrastructure is not yet editorial@IHeartRVing.com A
0 o ook g.com. music.

AirPods photo by DUO Studio/Shutterstock.com/ Album covers courtesy of 1971 RCA Records, a division of Sony Music Entertainment (Take Me Home, COuntry Roads)/2000 UMG Recordings, Inc., A Mercury Records release, compilation(I'll Fly Away)/2008 Dolly Records (Backwoods Bar-
bie)/2015 Mercury Records, a Division of UMG Recordings, Inc. (When the Stars Come Out)/1972 Island Records, a division of Universal Music Operations Limited (Things Behind the Sun)/2009 Promotone B.V., under exclusive licence to Universal International Music B.V. (Moonlight Mile)

Photo by Joshua Kerley/Shutterstock.com

@»  ChigaRid
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One
Red-Hot
Handle

TALKING WITH THE CAMPERS
WE LOVE AND FOLLOW ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

Some doubters say that big

families can’t make the RV

life work. Well, we have a
reply of our own: Can too! We have
proof. Dane and Deena have taken
their @doubledeckerfam family of
EIGHT on the road full time in their
quest to see the Lower 48 over the
next two years. And they make it
look easy. In their totally adapted
2009 Van Hool TD925 Astromega
Double Decker Bus—aka the Double
D—they make time for education,
adventure, and detours to see family.

Follow their two-year trek across
48 states with all six kids in tow
on Instagram and their blog at
DBLDKR.com.

How to keep 6 kids happy

We use a variety of methods for keeping
the kids happy on the road, but the most
effective has been setting expectations
with them before we hit the road. We let
them know how long we’ll be driving, we
make sure they each have a snack and a
full water bottle, and we stick to a schedule
and make sure the kids are aware of the
schedule and planned stops.

Hitting the Lower 48

So far,we have traveled to 14 states. We
decided on this timeframe because we felt
like a two year journey would give us a
good amount of time traveling and getting
a feel for this lifestyle, and at the same
time it’s a little arbitrary based on rough
math: two years divided by 48 states equals
24 states per year ...12 months per year
equals two weeks per state.

Roadschooling the kids

We use a mixture of homeschooling tech-
niques from workbooks to Junior Ranger
Programs and everything in between.

We roadschool, homeschool, unschool,
worldschool, virtual school,and use any
opportunity we can to help the kids gain an
education. We come from a family of educa-
tors, so we place a high value on education
and make it a priority in our travels.

How you do the holidays

Holidays are definitely an interesting

one. We haven't been on the road long
enough to experience too many holidays,
but we expect we’ll do our best to be with
extended family on most holidays. Recently,
we celebrated Independence Day with
family in Utah,and we expect to be near
some family again for Thanksgiving and
Christmas.

Travel plans for fall

Currently, were planning to stay in warmer
weather. We are not fans of the cold or the
hot, so we try to find places that don’t get
lower than 45 at night and don’t get over
75 during the day. It doesn’t make for easy
planning, but it keeps us comfortable. |
expect in the fall we’ll be headed south. ¥

Photos courtesy of @doubledeckerfam

@rvlovetravel /@doctorchriss /@rv.family.reno / @kitwhistler / @highwaytherapy

A @RV.FAMILY.RENO

WHY WE HEART IT

This toy hauler maxes out
space. The beneficiary?
Humanity’s ultimate toy:
the dogo.

Scrolling
the Virtual
Campground

v @KITWHISTLER

WHY WE HEART IT

Kit captures the glamour
and grandeur of #vanlife.
See our girl camping tips
on Page 64.

v @DOCTORCHRISS

WHY WE HEARTIT

We always love to see the
stars align on the perfect
parking spot.

Most
Played
TikTok

v @HIGHWAYTHERAPY
We can’t stop watching this.

“She may not be great with
directions, but her dancing
skills are &1

Scan to
watch the
backup
dance.

o

OFse{0)

a
” &

John L.
0 Only buy what you can

|
MIRROR CHECK

KEEP UP THE
CHATTER

Your friend is thinking

of buying an RV. What’s
your best advice??

Helene H.

Rent for your first trip to

@ see if you really like it.

Jim G.

Let your wife pick the floor
plan, or you will be looking
for a different one in a

@ couple years. &

Jim G

Trailer, not wife.

afford.

All good advice. See how

to start saving up on
Page 30.

Get an additional 550 OFF

any DISH Outdoors Antenna
Bundle with code: IHEARTRV

TR e
A gt o
LR -

IvRVing dish outdoors

o Share More with Us

The tips, the jokes,and the
deals never end.Join us on
social as we share everything
RV.We'll save you a spot at
@IHeartRVing on Facebook
and @IHeartRVing over on
Instagram.
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Inside the Tiny
Side of Tiny

MEETAN RV INNOVATOR WHO GEARS HIS ENTIRE
TRAILER FOR HUMAN CONNECTION

life. Unless building your own robotics company

without a degree is conventional. Or rubbing
shoulders with tech giants. Or teaching special education in
the desert. Or, for that matter, handcrafting a custom trailer
for his Vespa scooter.

But if you know anything at all about Tom, you realize
these are just facts of his life—not the vainglorious credential
stacking that marks our times. Tom’s not interested in all
that. What he is interested in though is human connection.
And for that, his little Vespa trailer is the perfect catalyst.

“THE THINGS THAT SOME PEOPLE SEE AS
LIMITATIONS, | SEE AS OPPORTUNITY.”

Today, when Tom pulls into an Arizona town, his
Vespa and custom trailer—both painted Max Meyer Blu
21—are conversation starters. And they’re meant to be.
Originally, Tom had the idea to build a tiny trailer that his
special ed class would love, but the project quickly took
on larger dimensions. Just talking about it, Tom leaps into
name-dropping a list of local friends: his friend Rob who
helped get the basic shape down; his friend Lucy, who’s
really good with poor man’s fiberglass; his friend Jessie,
who welded the aluminum frame.

Tom says, “We start assembling this, and the garage door
is open the whole time we’re working. And the people in

e AT NO POINT has Tom Burick lived a conventional

the neighborhood would walk past. And

it would stop people dead in their tracks,
and they would approach us with smiles
and questions.” Tom gets a little emotional
as he shares his revelation, “At one point,
Lucy and I looked at each other, and we
were like, “This is so much more. ”

Very quickly, Tom realized that connec-
tion was part of the trailer’s makeup. “I
couldn’t have done it without the help of
friends. I’'m a maker, and I’'m really skilled
in a lot of areas. But the collaboration
was part of the human connection, and
those skill sets from my friends created
something significantly greater than the
sum of its parts.”

In all, it took two and half months,
working a few week nights and on week-
ends. Tom recalls, “There was an excitement. There
was a passion about it. The most beautiful part is that it
happened so spontaneously.”

Even with the spontaneity of its origins, don’t be
fooled: The trailer is riddled with intentionality. The
weight is rigorously tailored to suit the Vespa’s towing
capacity. The interior is built to be cozy. The range is
limited, and you won’t spot it tearing new trails off road.
But Tom looks at it a different way, “The things that
some people see as limitations, I see as opportunity.” @
Spending a little time with Tom, you feel no need to rush—so, we
won’t. Stay tuned for a full feature that journeys from his mercurial
past to his meditative present in our Winter issue.

» One such
opportunity

is deeper
exploration of
what'’s close

by. His lack of
supplies keeps
him buying local.
And his small
camping signature
means folks don’t
mind if he asks
to camp on their
property. Again,
everything leads
to connection.

[T The Video with Over
i@ﬁﬂgg 3 Million Views
o&‘f ) -5 ; Watch as Tom takes his Vespa

trailer on its inaugural journey
and makes a Thanksgiving
dinner worthy of a boy scout.
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Test Your
Trail Head

See how much trail knowledge
you’re humping—or slackpacking—

in 7 questions

Eeal

The American
Discovery Trail goes
coast to coast. Where
does its eastern
trailhead start?

A. Massachusetts.
Delaware.

€. Maryland.

D. Virginia.
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Thru-hiking is
defined as...

A. Ordering McDonald’s
on foot.

B. Parking your RVata
trail’s endpoint.

C.  Bypassing tough trail
sections by road.

D. Completing an entire
trail in a single trip.
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The Pacific Crest
Trail’s highest point
of elevation is...

A. Clingmans Dome,
6,643 feet.

B. Kaibab Plateau,
9,148 feet.

C. Forester Pass,
13,153 feet.

D. Grays Peak, 14,278 feet.
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Sections of the current
Appalachian Trail
follow this old Native
American travel route?

A. The Great Osage Trail.
B. The Apache Trail.
C. The Trail of Tears.

D. The Great Indian
Warpath.
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LNT stands for ...

A. Leave no trace.
B. Let’s not try.
C. Low neutral terrain.

D. Let’s go, biking!
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Earning the Triple
Crown means thru-
hiking the Appalachian
Trail, Pacific Coast Trail,
and Great Western
Loop.

A. True.
B. False.
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How many miles is the
Continental Divide
Trail?

A. 1,969 miles.
B. 2,545 miles.
C. 3,028 miles.
D. 4,101 miles.
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KZ QUALITY.

WESTAND.OUTIFROMTHE RESTII

"'-ﬂ-“--.ﬁ—-ll_

VANTAGE POINTS OF AMERICAN BEAUTY

» SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK » NORTHERN VIRGINIA
> 38°54°11”N 78°11'33"W » NPS.GOV/SHEN

Kl RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES

For over 50 years, our goal has been to connect families with
the outdoors. When our customers hit the road, they can
focus on their adventures and trust their KZ to get them where
they want to go. Our attention to quality and craftsmanship is
unwavering; we sweat the details so our customers don't have to.

KZ-RV.com

Venture RV is all about camping. That's because we camp too.
We expect quality... so that's what we deliver. Visit your local dealer, and

LIKE A VALLEY SET ON FIRE The Shenandoah glows with red, gold, and
orange light each fall—painting a landscape that’s one of the country’s
greatest autumn spectacles. Ablaze with color and full of wildlife, the val-
ley is also rich with history. Here, the moccasins of Native Americans once
paced the Great Indian Warpath. And here, Stonewall Jackson’s soldiers
fought fierce battles that forged Civil War lore. Today, hikers and campers
still press into the valley along breathtaking trails and down equally scenic
drives. So, whether you drive beneath the fiery leafscape or survey it from
arugged summit, your eyes will be filled with wonder.

start planning your family's next Venture! We look forward to welcoming
YOU to our worldwide family of satisfied customers.

Photo by Zack Frank/Shutterstock.com
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Luray Cavern's
Wishing Well.

Last issue, we said
caves of wonder
are everywhere.
Well, here’s proof.
Beneath folded
stone formations
with cathedral
sized rooms,
Luray Caverns
holds another
kind of treasure:
a glowing pool
where visitors
make wishes—
with both coin
and cash.

Nearest
Parking Lot
Coordinates:
38°39°53”N
78° 28 59"W




Mountain

Top View.
Parking just off
Skyline Drive
and paralleling
the Appalachian
Trail, take a short
hike to get a
3,642-foot view
of the valley. The
trail is just over
half a mile and
kid friendly. More
mature legs can
also press on to
complete the
3.3-mile loop.

Nearest
Parking Lot
Coordinates:
38°36'20"N
78°21'59"W
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A Cascade of
Waterfalls.

Beneath the
color-changing
canopy, there’s
another kind of
fall to be found.
Starting on the
north end of

the Cedar Run-
Whiteoak Circuit,
you’ll find eight
waterfalls on
your route. Know
upfront that it’s
a tough 9-mile
trek—and you can
expect to cross
several streams.

Nearest
Parking Lot
Coordinates:

SO 5 22
N 78°23'12"W




JEWELL
HOLLOW
OVERLOOK

FLEVATION 1320

IGCTURR

— YOURSEDF —

Blaze your own trail into the
brilliant heart of the Blue Ridge
Mountains.

Running north to south, Skyline Drive snakes
its way down the valley for 105 miles from
its Front Royal entrance. There’s a gas station
at Mile 51 near Big Meadows Campground,
but you'll definitely want to spend some time
on foot. The park itself offers 75 beautiful
overlooks and over 500 miles of hiking—
sharing 105 with the Appalachian Trail (see
Page 58). White-tail deer abound all across
the ancient hunting grounds of the Great
Indian Warpath.

Staunton, the Valley’s Queen City, lies a half-
hour south of Civil War battlefields at Cross
Keys and Port Republic—fun educational
detours for the kiddos.

CHASING A PERFECT SUNSET

Renee Hahnel, coauthor of Roaming America, has hiked the
Shenandoah Valley in both summer and fall. But catching the
autumn sunset was her standout experience. Here are a few of her
tips for when you visit.

“Cruise along Skyline Drive
and stop at all the different

overlooks. Some of my top
recommendations are Brown

Mountain Overlook, Stony
Man Overlook, and Bacon
Hollow Overlook.” - renee Hannet

GEICO | For YoURRY

GEICO.COM/RV  1-877-434-2678 « LOCAL OFFICE

GREAT LOW RATES | MULTI-VEHICLE DISCOUNT | SPECIALIZED AGENTS

5
N
S
2
8
s
2
v
Dy
3
2
@
=
S
N
S
2
S
<
S
S
<
S
S
1%
=
£
S
o
3
o
S
a
pn
S
N
<
S
2
2
S
g
2
&G
N
8
<
1S
S
3
2
S
<
S
©
N
$
S
a
S
£
g
S
N
)
5]
<
L
¢
5
N
<
S
I3
2
£
2
Q
S
S
15
=
3
3
T
N
L
$
3
2
Q
S
S
3
=
&
g
N
=
)
g
3
S
2
aQ
S
S
Py
2
2
a

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. In the state
of CA, program provided through Boat Association Insurance Services, license #0H87086. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. C: satisfaction based on an independent study
conducted by Alan Newman Research, 2020. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2022 GEICO 21_78231263|
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Year After Year, Cougar

Committed to cutting-edge innovation, quality, style and value, Keystone
offers a wide selection of travel trailers and fifth wheel RVs for half-ton and

Photo: Shutterstock.com/BigPixel Photo

IMPROVING LIFE ON THE GO

INSIDE: Saving up for a
new RV? Get some advice

you can bank on. Page 30

>

- Camping
—« Mishaps

LAUGHTER IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL but dang! it often comes at a cost. Truth be told,
there are some lessons that we learn the hard way—and remember forever. Smashing
your air conditioner under an overpass. That’s a memory. But the flip side of the coin
is that disaster is often the mother of sweet RV innovation—a tonic that makes us feel
good about us. See both sides of the tragicomic coin as we share 13 common RV mis-
takes. (Whether it happened to us, we’ll take that to our graves.)
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I wanna make this clear.

I’m not sa};ing I've
made all t
(Or that I haven'’t.)

I just know someone ...

you know ... who did.

ese mistakes.

Mistake No. 1:

[ (3 [
Winging it.
If youw’re new to the RV life and think
that you’re on the verge of living
wild and free, you’re right. Going
wild (whether full-time or for a weekend) means
stripping life down to essentials. Which means you
need to figure those out—and never, ever forget
them. For most of us, that means having a checklist
for clothes, gas, gadgets, toys, and FOOD—all
marinated, chopped, washed, stored, stacked, and
any other tidbit Marc Acton has on Page 35. Doing
so prevents a worst-case scenario. Like forgetting

WILL. Now, while I don’t know Murphy, I get the
feeling he was a camper. Just ask Tom Burick.
Years back, in the middle of nowhere Texas, part of Tom’s
cargo trailer broke off. He zip-tied it. Just enough to roll
into a one-red-light town with a Dollar Tree. He bought
two spatulas, beat the heads off with a rock, slid them into
place, and secured them with epoxy. The trailer made it the
rest of the trip.
Fortunately, you don’t have to be half mad scientist, half
Boy Scout like Tom to survive every mishap. Because these
13 mistakes are far more common.

MURPHY'’S LAW SAYS THAT WHAT CAN HAPPEN

26 IORVING ::
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your wallet.

Once, when I was heading up to Lake Superior, a fel-
low traveler had some last-minute repairs—his differential
exploded—so he was going to be a day behind me. I wanted
to get out of town, so I went ahead a full 250 miles. When I
got to the hotel we’d booked, I had no ID. No cash. No credit
card. No nothing. The night manager was kind enough to let
me check in based on proof of insurance in my truck, and my
buddy showed up the next day with my wallet. Whew!

Mistake No. 2:
Backing that thang
up ... without help.

It’s been said that 99 percent of accidents happen
when you’re backing up. At least half of the time. The reality
is that campgrounds can be a bit of an obstacle course with
picnic tables, trees, and folks on vacation. I’ve seen someone
set up a camp chair in the middle of a road totally oblivious to

a truck barreling his way. Totally
zoned out. Get a ground guide to
help you safely back up. Or better
yet: Get a backup for when you’re
backing up, like the ASA Voyager
wireless rear camera system.

Mistake No. 3:
Thinking “I can
reach that!”

You’re gonna grow in a lot of ways while camp-
ing. Height isn’t one of them. I have famously been told that
my chassis is two inches too short. To set up tents and enclo-
sures—often up to 8-feet high—I’ve had to resort to standing
on top of a YETI. I know better now, and you likely do too.
Step stools fold and store easily. Add one to that checklist.

Photo: Shutterstock.com/MDV Edwards Photos courtesy of repsective manufacturers

Photos courtesy of repsective manufacturers

Mistake No. 4:
Having your extension
cord come up short.

It’s embarrassing. You pull into the campground
and realize your hookup is farther than expected. And your
cable can’t go the distance. Because no one
wants to be OTF—out there flapping—get a
50-foot extension cord (and a backup).
And make sure it matches the kind of
power the campground offers.

Mistake No. 5: _—
Becoming a fire hazard.

Propane is a real fire hazard. Like rocket fuel-style,
if you do it right. One time I got a new camp grill
but didn’t have the canister connected as tightly to
the regulator as I should have. The grill sounded louder than it
should, and when I checked it out, the regulator and the bottle
were both frozen. Turning off the regulator resulted in nothing.
The grill kept burning! I had to get the bottle off of there, so I
set up a little face shield with a 5-gallon water jerry can, put on

¥

USA-BASED
TECHNICAL SUPPORT

ol

MAINTENANGE FRE

some gloves, and twisted the bottle. POP! Flames shot out of
the end while I was holding the bottle! Thankfully it stopped
after a couple of seconds. Just a little terrifying!

Mistake No. 6:
Flushing a
troublesome tissue.

From top to bare bottom, one of the most import-
ant things you need to do (and tell your kids you’ll disown
them if they don’t): Always use RV toilet paper if you’re put-
ting it in the can. It’s made to break down nicely and basically
disintegrate, which means your pipes flow ... after your pipes,
you know ... flow. Are you
going to need to use more
of it? Probably. Could an
occasional tear mean that
youw’ll need to wash your
hands really well? You
bet. Either way, Cam-
pa-Soft Toilet Tissue can
save your butt.

LITHIUM-ION

- SATHERIES ——
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i NEW MH COMMUNITIES
SUNLIGHT COMING 2023

RESORTS ARCADIA AERES
G LS

CHAMPIONS RUN AT AVON PARK

PEX 2% BOOK YOUR 2023 STAY TODAY!
(407) 630-7000

ELEVATE YOUR ;
RIENCE!
\/ RESORT EXPE
orlt-:Jt\)ﬂ(:\‘:\:lni‘:es » Tiki Bar & Clubhouse * Conference Rooms

4 Parks
: iFi » Pet Friendly » Dog
5 ites » Hi-Speed WiFi : rts
Oversized gz:fer « Golf Cart Rentals * pickleball Cou
Fitness — '

Res

WWW.SUNLIGHT-RESORTS.COM
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Mistake No. 7:
Improvising
your midnight
pee plan.

You feel pretty cool in your new Lance
Enduro, huh? Well, you should. (See Page
72.) It’s irresistibly cool with its rooftop tent.
Just have a plan for 12 a.m., when you have
to make your move. Plan in daylight, so
you’re not falling down or flailing around in
darkness. Everyone camping will thank you.
Even you.

Mistake No. 8:
Relyingona
single light
source.

Nights get longer in the fall and winter
seasons. And the military has a saying that
fits perfectly for your night light: “Two

is one, and one is none.” Do you have
backup bulbs for your RV exterior light?
How about batteries for your headlamp? Is
your fancy rechargeable flashlight actually
charged? Light makes emergency situa-
tions less of an emergency, so always have
a backup. Need I mention my nocturnal
urinalysis notes again?

Mistake No. 9:
Wearing
sandals
religiously.

Remember, when you camp: As your feet
g0, so goes the trip. In Wilderness First
Responder Training, I learned that the big
things to be proactive with are food and
water, sleep, hygiene, and feet. If any of
those go bad, even for a short time, your
good time can go downhill fast. Save the
sandals for when all your activities are com-
plete. A badly stubbed toe or twisted ankle
could take three to five days to heal. Play

it safe and swap for safer footwear when
you’re not stationary.

Photos courtesy of repsective manufacturers
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Mistake No. 10:
Getting
locked out
of the RV.

So, this really did happen to a friend, but
we’re not gonna say who it is—or that her
name rhymes with Laurie Zak. (Wink!)
She confesses that her family once got

to their campsite and realized they’d left
the keys to their travel trailer behind.
And then things got wild, as fellow
campers—lots of them—offered their
best break-in ideas. Ultimately, Laurie’s
9-year-old daughter crept into storage
and then squeezed up into the belly of
the converter couch (with the slide outs
still in). After sending in o

yet another daughter (and
using an ample amount of
brute force), they got the
entire door off. The whole
incident sure made Laurie =
wish they’d had a keyless
doorhandle, like the Bauer

NE Bluetooth. lolofolulo)

Mistake No. 11:

Ignoring
inflation.

Your tires are the feet of
your vehicle—recreational or otherwise.
And you can do more than monitor them
with your TPMS system (although you
need to do that too). If you’re taking the
trailer off-road, opt for a slightly lower
pressure to give yourself better grip—and
a better defense against the dreaded
blowout. Then, when you’re returning to
an improved road, pump those puppies
back up to their recommended level. In
any eventuality, having an air compres-
sor—like TireMinder’s—is absolutely
indispensable.

“Whoal! I got the RV to cut the cord with civilization
And I totally agree in every way. But there’s nothing
more frustrating than needing to make or receive a

call and being in the land of no signal. Ever hear of
emergencies? Get weather alerts on your phone? Yeah.
Communication can save, and cell boosters like the
Smoothtalker Mobile X6 gives you the option to better
connect with the world outside your campsite.

tools from fellow campers. Even after the trauma, some
neighbor campers made her entire family dinner. The RV
life can be humbling at times, but it also puts you at the
center of a community that is always ready to help. Don’t
be afraid to put your pride aside, laugh at yourself, and
ask a neighbor for help. They will. @

FUNNY FACEBOOK
4 GoNressions . -

Mistake No. 12: LTI,
Outdistancing
cell coverage.

OK! OK! OK! I hear you already: ll“lllllll\lllllllllll

. R.I.P.AC UNITS
MIStake NO. 13: We cap see it coming, but it
Not asking for help. | %osmerme

The sense of community is real—just ask

Laurie Zak. While locked out of her RV,
she got plenty of free advice and free

_“Laugh and Learn
with Us on YouTube

v KEVIN M. == Our new | Heart RVing YouTube
Drove down the road T channel just for you. We've sent
with my TV antenna v MARTIN R. the Great Nate Kennedy out on
up. That's about it. 30 My girlfriend and | the road to bring you the best
years in fire service went into our pop- tips, gear reviews, and stories
you learn to make up BEFORE | had from the RV life.
checklists!!!! the landing gear

deployed! Wheelie

time! Watch and

subscribe

v RENA M. today.

Drove away with the
awning out. Drove

v JEFFREY W.

away still plugged My friend Rich’s RV [e)
into power. Drove blew a tire while
=—u g 2way with an open driving on the
_".- bin. Lol. Life is good. highway. It caused
1 the waste tank to

rupture covering
two cars behind him
with toilet paper and
human waste.
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Financing

MAKE THE DECISION OFFICIAL.

We hear this from RVers all the time:
It’s not really real until you say, “I’'m
serious. Let’s do this!” Having that
convo helps steer a lot of choices that
will help you transition to a more
mobile lifestyle. Without having THE
TALK, you’re probably stuck day-
dreaming, just flirting with a future
you actually need to plan for. Once
you’ve had THE TALK, you (and any
adventure-loving family members)
are now on the same page. Which
means you can do more than dream
together—you can save together.

DO THIS: sit down with the fam (or
a clean notepad) and lay out what it
would really take for you to finally
make the move to the RV lifestyle—
soon, by stages, or on retirement.

SAVE MORE AS YOU SCALE UP.
Saving up involves a combination

of debts and credits, inputs and
outputs, assets and liabilities. But
harnessing your earning power can
be easy. Some folks try a simple equa-
tion: THIS is how much I need, so
THIS is my goal. That can work, but
the problem with that is that it sets

a limit on the size of your savings.
(Booo!) You want your mobile nest
egg to be farm-sized, so the better
option is to set aside a percentage

IORVING :: FALL 2022

Your

Fantasy

for savings and retirement accounts.
That way, you save more as you make
more.

DO THIS: Choose a percentage of
income and set it up to directly
deposit into savings each payment
period. As the scale of your income
goes up, so will your RV options.

FLEX YOUR FINANCIAL PLAN OPTIONS.
There are a few no-brainers in
financial planning—like maximizing
your employer’s 501(k) match (if you
have one available), capitalizing on
compounding interest by starting

to save early (that’s for you newbies
out there), and contributing to a
retirement-specific account where
you keep more of your hard-earned
dollars (good for all the peoples). Any
options you have can give your plan a
little more muscle.

DO THIS: There are financial advisors
aplenty available, some of which will
help you plan for free. Meet with one
to put your Class-A or fifth-wheel
plan into motion.

RENT TO LEARN AS YOU EARN.

This might be the best bit of advice
from our RV readers (see Page 11). You
don’t have to park in place while you

Here’s

how to
stash cash
for life’s
next gear,
whether
you’re
chasing the
RV dream
or cruising
toward
retirement.

save up. As you wait for the big bucks
to build up, take some rentals for a spin
and learn what suits your lifestyle best.
You’ll pick up likes and dislikes, get
your spouse’s take on floorplans (good
one, Jim G.!), and figure out which
matter most to you. (See 2023 models
on Page 69!)

DO THIS: schedule an RV trip where you
can rent your dream—and experience
the reality. Everything you learn will
help bring your future mobile
Shangri-La a bit closer.

TIPS YOU CAN
BANK ON

AUTOMATE YOUR SAVINGS.

It's more fun to watch the savings
climb when you don’t have to
watch the checking account shrink.

TRACK PROGRESS WITH AN APP.
Mobile applications like Mint, You
Need a Budget, or PocketGuard
can help you follow your financial
progress.

GIVE YOUR SAVINGS A RAISE.
You're likely used to your income
level, so just stay there. If your
income increases, consider saving
more.

Photo: Shutterstock.com/Arina P Habich

&) | A DOMETIC

RELIABLE
... POWER

Portable, re newablgﬁ wer for _
your handheld devices and small appliances

Charge mobile devices and run small electronics wherever adventure takes you with this
500-watt-hour lithium portable solar generator. The DuraCUBE-500 is a lightweight power station
that offers a green, silent energy source and can be charged using solar or AC power. Ideal for tent
camping, camper vans, tent trailers, backyard parties, festivals, fishing, and backup power for emer-

gencies.
DURACUBE 500W

Portable Power Station
FEATURES

A3 DOMETIC LCD Status Screen

~1 IDC _ : * 2x AC 110V Outlets
DURACUBE F « 4x USB Ports
* 1x USB Type C Port
e 12v DC Port
« 2x DC Barrel Ports

» Solar Charging Input
AC Charging Input

Learn more at

GPELECTRIC.COM/DURACUBE
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SGORING
THE PERFECT
GAME DAY

SETUP

Install the ultimate
entertainment system for live TV
on the road—wherever you go.

Every fall, we fill our RV roster
with our favorite players—from
friends and family to our furry
companions. We huddle up
in our campers and lob ourselves
deep into nature’s end zone. Because
going deep is awesome. Nature is
awesome. But our fall game day
experience? Well ... truth be told, it
can be our ugliest stat line. But here’s
where sports teach us something pro-
found: If you’re not getting results,
don’t blame the players—blame the
system.

Even in fall’s furthest, crispest
corners (Page 53), you can cheer play-
by-play in style. It all comes down to
revamping a system that maximizes
the Big Four Ss—screen, sound,
service, and seating. Install a
system that makes you a game day
champ, so you always play great on
the road.

CALL THE PERFECT SCREEN

RVs and their floorplans all have
different dimensions. So finding
the perfect TV screen for your rig
or trailer isn’t all about size. But
while dimensions may vary, quality
shouldn’t. The perfect TV screen

is not just HD (duh), but it’s also
lightweight and deceptively nimble—
energy-wise. When you’re out on the
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boundary, every bit of energy counts.
So you want something with an ener-
gy-efficient footprint to slip behind
the defense and rack up some yards
after the catch. (Like Wes Welker.)

So let’s narrow down your play
sheet. Flat out, most LEDs are
tougher, brighter, and less suspect to
losing definition at altitude (that’s a
thing) than plasmas. But more impor-
tantly, the brightness of an LED gives
you that sharp, clear game day pic-
ture. You know, the one that makes
you feel like you’re on the field. But
what makes models like the FURRION
43” FULL HD LED such a sneaky,
smart play is they’re energy-efficient
for 12 Volt and AC power.

FEEL THE PULSE OF THE CROWD

Anyone who’s ever been to a game
can tell you that it’s not all about the
sights. The audible spectacle is mag-
nificent and is measured in decibels
as human voices rise like an ocean of

sound. That’s the game day experience—your
voice in a sea of voices. The sharpness of the
whistle. The crack of pads. (And the boos after
that late flag comes out.) It’s a lot of weight to
put on the shoulders of your TV speakers. You
need a sound bar—a good one.

Sound bars are everywhere these days. One
may have been installed in your rig or trailer.
But they’re not all equal. You can spend as
much as you like on an upgrade, but no matter
what, get one with built-in subwoofers. Models
like the YAMAHA C20A are economical in size
and price, easy to mount, and have Bluetooth.
And with subwoofers to amp your bass, you’ll
be loving them BIG even after the game—
whether it’s during movie night or Call of Duty.

RECRUIT AN ELITE RECEIVER

Ask a QB about dropped passes in the Red
Zone. Or a camper about dropping Wi-Fi on
game day. It’s a morale crusher. Your RV gives
you the ability to move the ball all over Ameri-
ca’s field. But DISH gives you the ability to take
live TV to the house, anywhere you park. Say
goodbye to reliance on Wi-Fi. DISH turns your
game day experience into a high-powered
offense—with unlimited range and pay-as-
you-go service.

Go portable. Or mount it to your roof. It’s
easy. And unlike most elite receivers—there’s
no fat contract. Or activation fees. Or discon-
nect fees. Or restart fees. In sum, it’s your

Photos courtesy of repsective manufacturers

ticket to the game, without weirdo price
models. And wherever you are, your
receiver is wide, stinking open!

GET STARTED
WITH $50 OFF

Any Dish Satellite
Antenna Bundle Use

Code at Checkout:

O

UPGRADE THE LUXURY BOX

Every football game, some camera man
swings up to show us all the fat cats in
their luxury box. Man, they have it good.
They’re immune to weather. They have
better seats. And TVs. And snacks! Which
basically means they are the RV of the
stadium world. (Lucky them!) Sure: They
may have the view that everyone envies,
but you can top their seats.

Choosing between fabric and vinyl
seating is obviously preferential. And
since it is, we’ll state our preference:
vinyl. Because we spill stuff—and mixing
erratic celebrations in a small space with
salsa and libations seems to be asking
for it. Either way, opt for theater seats
with cupholders to secure your drink,
USB ports to charge your phone (as you
check other scores), and recliners to kick
up your feet. You don’t have to go with
the handmade, Amish comfort of LAM-
BRIGHT LUXE RV SOFAS, but who could
blame you if you did? Bradd and Hall
(BraddAndHall.com) gives you all the fat
cat options to perfect your luxury box. @

a.06¢ FIELD TECHROLAE
sagsse'; NE BLUETOOTH

FXPERIENCE
IWHATSETS

( ‘
Availabl.or .md nd

Choose hardware that makes a difference!

CLOSE FIELD TECHNOLOGY: Just push one button to
unlock while paired device is near!

EASY UPGRADE: Fits standard RV door cutout.
PAIR WITH MULTIPLE DEVICES: Control your lock
with multiple smartphones and smart watches.

**Android and iOS compatible.

SMART APP: Indicates battery life for Bauer NE and
monitors locking/unlocking history.

ONE KEY: Match the lock to other Bauer locks!
ALSENTIS HSS TECHNOLOGY Touchpad senses
human touch .. wet conditions not a problem!

BAUER ="
PRODUCTS

Quality Products since 1958

866-682-2837

www.bauerproducts.com

bauerproducts.com/bluetooth
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UNDER THE

STARS

AND OVER THE

Our national parks are home to some of the most
magical sights to see, lands to explore,and.skies
to behold, and there’s no better way to go than

in aWinnebago. Introducing our new National
Park Foundation edition Vista NPF - equipped with

exclusive upgrades, inspired by our leve of the
parks, and built to go beyond.

Learn more about the Vista NPF and our
partnership with the National Park Feundation
at winnebago.com/NPFSeries

WINNEBAGO *

GO WHERE YOU FEE™ '
Tl

o
»Y

by

e

National ]
A Park Foundation

I e

@2022Winnebago

a Savory
Spread

Huge flavor. The happiest holidays.
Even in the tiniest kitchens. sy marcacton

AS YOU’'RE MAKING MERRY THIS SEASON,
don’t settle for small culinary adven-
tures just because you’re short on space.
Instead, use these easy ideas to craft a
meal that injects maximum taste into

you and your buds.

APPETIZER:

7Roads Dip

An appetizer announces to the world: This meal is
going to be special. Even easy apps like veggies and
ranch with a few fancy pickles and olives, or pita
bread and hummus, set a great tone. But it’s a hol-
iday, and you deserve something with seven layers
of fancy. This recipe is infinitely customizable, and
almost impossible to ruin, so flex up or down with
ratios, adding or subtracting to your diners’ delight.

~«._

A
b ]
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Ingredients

Refried beans - 16 oz.

Minced garlic - heaping

teaspoon, fresh or from
ajar

Salsa - 1 % cups

Chicken stock - approx.

% cup

Sour cream - %2 cup

Taco seasoning - a
healthy sprinkle

Ground beef - 1 Ib.

Cream cheese - 1
package (8 0z.)

Shredded cheese of your

choosing - 1 %2 cups

Smoked paprika - 1

healthy sprinkle

Guacamole - 1 cup

Black olives - % cup

Green onions - 4, thinly

sliced into ovals

o
ROAD ABODE > IN THE GALLEY

Set out cream cheese while prepping other
e ingredients (room temperature is best

for combining). Put salsa in a strainer to
remove liquid. Start ground beef on medium heat,
draining liquid when meat is mostly brown. Ensure
beefis entirely broken apart, with no large pieces,
then add chicken stock to simmer until all the way
brown, and salt and pepper to taste. Drain well and
set aside to cool.

Put refried beans, garlic, and smoked paprika in a
bowl, and stir in chicken stock until smooth and easy
to stir. Spread on the bottom of a 9-by-13-inch pan.
Add a thin layer of ground beef—don’t overdo it as
too much ground beef will make dip hard to scoop.

Combine cream cheese and sour cream—use a
mixer on medium if needed. Spread on top of beef
and sprinkle with taco seasoning. (If you’re adding
optional guacamole, do it here.) Then add cheese,
olives, and green onions in that order. Chill, but
remove from fridge 30 minutes before serving
for easiest dipping. Serve with your favorite dip
delivery device. (Leftovers will make some of the
easiest tacos ever.)

I Heart Pro Tip: Any dish you can prep before hitting
the road is a big bonus, which is one reason we love
this app choice. Make up to 24 hours ahead of time.

IOQRVING ::
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SIDE:

Punched-
Up Box
Stuffing

If you’re a from-scratch stuffing maker, more
power to you. But there’s no shame in store-
bought stuffing, especially when you’re trying
to maximize both time and kitchen space
efficiency. Punch it up by making a couple easy
additions, and it’ll be practically indistinguish-
able from the scratch-made stuff.

Ingredients

Stuffing - 1 box

Celery - 1 stalk

Lemon juice - 2
longish squirts

Butter - 1 tablespoon

Garlic powder - %
teaspoon

Salt - a healthy
sprinkle

Chicken stock - % cup

Finely chopped onion
- % cup (optional)

Melt butter in your stuffing pot, then add celery,
e lemon juice, garlic powder, salt, and stock. If

desired, add finely chopped onion one minute after
celery. Sauté until desired softness is reached, approxi-
mately five minutes. Cook stuffing according to box, adding
ingredients to the same pot. If desired, make the homemade
portion up to a day ahead of time and store in a Ziplock bag.
Then, add with your boxed ingredients when ready to cook.

MAIN EVENT:

Two-Meat

Turkey

The beauty of Thanksgiving dinner is that a great main course is
really all you need to leave a huge impression. This recipe is the
perfect balance between high wow factor and low prep time. It also
hits all of the holiday mandatories: two types of meats, fancy-factor
worthy of a special occasion, and off-the-charts taste. Best of all?

Your guests will never know how easy it is.

Ingredients

Turkey breast - 4 pounds

Olive oil - 3 tablespoons

Honey - 3 tablespoons

Garlic - 3 cloves, or 2
teaspoons garlic powder

Oregano - 1 teaspoon

Thyme -1 teaspoon

Chipotle chili powder - 1
small sprinkle (optional)

Lemon juice - 2 squirts

Salt and pepper to taste

Bacon - 10 to 12 pieces

Foil-wrapped baking sheet
with roasting rack

Add all ingredients
e except bacon into a
Ziplock bag and shake

vigorously until mixed. If desired,
marinate in a fridge or cooler for
up to 12 hours.

Heat oven to 400 degrees.
Remove turkey from bag, place
on roasting rack (without patting
dry), and salt and pepper lightly.
Wrap turkey with bacon, covering
as completely as possible. Brush
bacon with remaining marinade.

Bake for approximately one

hour until the internal
[ iemperature reaches
160 degrees. Increase
heat to broil for around
three minutes. Remove
when bacon is perfectly
browned (use caution—
bacon can burn quickly
if not watched carefully).
Let rest for five minutes
and slice at the table.

I Heart Pro Tip: When
cooking any decent sized
cut of meat, you should
use a meat thermome-
ter, but especially in an
RV oven where actual
temperatures are likely
to vary even more than
home ovens.
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Cheater Pie

Listen, nothing beats homemade. But baking takes
time and a lot of space, which your galley is always
short on. This holiday dinner, skip the stress and
phone-in the baking. Pick your perfect store-bought
pie but put a handmade spin on it by sneaking in my

favorite dessert topping of all
time: homemade whipped cream.
Yowll have to pack in an electric
mixer and a largish bowl, but
making it couldn’t be easier. In an
easy three minutes from start to
finish, youw’ll have a dessert that
will have everyone marveling
that you had time for homemade
pie. (You cheater, you!)

Ingredients

Heavy cream - 2 cups

Powdered sugar - %2
cup (regular sugar
will do too)

Vanilla extract — 1
teaspoon (optional)

Salt - sprinkle

The colder your cream the

better—consider popping in the

freezer along with all of your
whipping equipment and bowls for 15
minutes before whipping.

Add cream and sprinkle of salt to a
chilled, medium-to-large sized bowl.
Beat on medium until peaks form. Grad-
ually add sugar until dissolved. Then
increase beater speed to high and whip
until desired consistency is reached.

In about three minutes from start to
finish, you’ll have the ideal accent to the
perfect end to a fantastic meal. Lather
liberally on any dessert that’s asking for
it. Or spoon onto coffee. Or just eat with
a spoon. Or just stick your finger in the
proverbial pie .

I Heart Pro Tips: Whipped cream will dou-
ble in volume. Add ingredients as needed
to make more, keeping the same 4-to-1
cream-to-sugar ratio. If you're going to
add vanilla, pure extract (not imitation)

is the only way to go here. You can also
church it up with a drop of peppermint. @

MAKE YOUR GUESTS
FEEL SPECIAL

+ Set the table with a flowery
finish.
A few handpicked wildflowers
in any impromptu vase set the
perfect tone for a meal out in
the wild with loved ones.

+ Bring along a few snips of
fresh herbs.
Finely chop a couple leaves
of fresh basil and oregano,
and sprinkle on almost
anything, from salads to that
punched-up stuffing.

+ Include a local delicacy.
A great food adventure .
should try new things. Grab g
whatever your current location
is famous for to add some
interest factor.

+ Accent with accouterments.
Fancy jelly and Mrs. Schubert’s
rolls. Homemade dressings.
Homemade punch. All have
“you're special” written all over
them. A

\ s

Hensley
Eliminating Trailer Sway for 25 Years

HensleyMfg.com

will gét you

:Lﬂn;_ | —
5 —-E-—-—_

1-800-410-6580

|
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STARGAZING

Little
Navigators

THE OPEN ROAD IS A NATURAL
TRAINING GROUND FOR KIDS TO
LEARN HOW TO FIND THEIR WAY.

By Torrey Swan

RV KIDS ARE A FRESH BREATH OF COUNTERCULTURAL
AIR. Among a generation of tiny faces glued to tiny
screens, they grow up with the wind in their hair and
new horizons dancing across the dash. And the more
time they spend traveling with you, the more interested
they get in the journey itself. (You should count that as
a huge parenting victory.)

To make the most of that enthusiasm, introduce

Helping develop their orientation skills on and off the
road will give them lots of confidence—and extend their
attention spans down the road.

&

38 IORVING ::

FALL 2022

them to the responsibility of riding shotgun: navigation.

READING THE ROAD
Our world has
mostly moved past
paper maps, but
it’s a very useful
skill to have in the
passenger seat.
(Not all mountains
come with Wi-Fi!)
An easy place to
start teaching

kids is with Rand
McNally’s Easy To
Fold maps. Heavy
lamination keeps them
from tearing—and you can
even draw out your route
with a marker. Let your
kids track interstates,
highways, and direction
of travel. As you drive, ask
them, “What’s next?” so
that they watch for road
signs and upcoming exits
on the map.

FOLLOWING THE STARS
Whether they’re in the
RV or camping under the
night sky, your kids will
have great fun spotting
constellations. Off-grid,
it’s teaching them a
survival skill. And you
don’t have to be Uncle
Walt’s learned astronomer
to teach the kids to find
Orion (a man), Cassiopeia
(a big W), or the Big and
Little Dippers (the lat-
ter with its ever-help-
ful North Star). Once
the kid’s get comfort-
able finding the North
Star, ask them, “So
which direction
are we going?” or
“Which way is
camp?”

FOR BEGINNERS

The §kyView app makes
wayfinding easier than
watching*Moana. Start in
your backyard: Simply point

your phone to identify a
constellation.

NOTICING LANDMARKS
Kids are great at noticing
stuff ... but not always
the important stuff.
They are kings of and
queens of distraction.
(Which is awesome for
some really weird con-
vos.) But kids also love
discovery. Like a lot. So
when you’re hiking give
them some markers to
look for that will help
them take better note
of their surroundings.
Point out different
terrain features and
distinct markers along
the path. As you go, ask
the kids, “How did we
get here?” and see what
they remember.

APP APPRENTICE
Letting a little one take
the lead on the trail

can be a lot of fun, and
the AllTrails app is a
perfect place to start.

It has access to over
100,000 trails, and it’s
easy enough for a kid to
use. Simply search the
trail you want, check the
stats (difficulty, length,
elevation gain, route
type, and user rating),
and then let your little
explorer run point as
you play follow the

tiny leader. With the
AllTrails app, you can go
full Peter Pan without
becoming a Lost Boy. @

Photo: Shutterstock.com/Vasilyev Alexandr/Allexxandar

Photo: Shutterstock.com/Chris E. Heisey
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FROM THE HIGHWAY TO THE CAMPGROUND

ON THE WHEELS
OF HISTORY

THE HISTORY OF GETTYSBURG IS EPIC.

And a reservation at the Gettysburg
Battlefield Resort puts you one turn
away from some of our nation’s most
hallowed grounds—Ilike Little Round
Top and Cemetery Ridge. It also means
you’re just an hour away from the
sweetest place on the planet: Hershey.
On Page 46, see how Travel Resorts

of America is creating a community
of resorts for members across the
country—wherever the road divides.

';r_ﬂ‘-
o

=7

INSIDE: A better weigh to balance
your trailer connection. Page 43

» GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD RESORT

» GETTYSBURG, PA

> 39°46'50"N 77°15'34"W

» TRAVELRESORTSOFAMERICA.COM
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Step into
Fall’s Splendor

Some places defy the
powers of description.

Stand atop a mountain in ’\
~

the Shenandoah and survey
the red-gold landscape
below you, and you'll know
what we mean. It's one of
the country’s most beautiful
autumn spectacles. You
could take our word for it,
but you don’t have to: See
for yourself on Page 15.

N

A Historic Hike
and Bike

Tim S—an avid hiker, biker,
and | Heart RVing reader—
has a hot tip for the area:
‘A great hiking trail in
Gettysburg is the Pole
Steeple Trail. It is a blue
blaze off the Appalachian
Trail. (It has a great view.)
And, of course, you have the
AT Museum in Pine Grove
Furnace (i.e., the midpoint
of the Appalachian Trail).
This is about 30 minutes
from Gettysburg.”

Flying J,1-81 Exit 323 Eﬂ
1530 Rest Church Rd
Winchester, VA 22624

INTERSTATE

81

The World’s
Largest Knife Store

There are just some places
that you don’t drive by.
Smoky Mountain Knife
Works is one of them.

It’s the world’s largest
knife store. We're talking
massive—with a 108,000
square-foot showroom.
Whether you're thru-hiking
a stretch of the AT (see
Page 58) or just making

a weekend excursion,

you need a knife. Shop
thousands of options, from
full-tang fixed blades to
everyday-carry folders.

od\

J
Big Meadows Campground .*i:

304 Big Meadows Access Rd
Robertson, VA 22851
540-999-3500

21

7

Smoky Mountain

Knife Works,
2320 Winfield Dunn};’ﬁy{
Seviervillé, 876
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Gatlinburg

Edelweiss Restaurant e %
19 Edelweiss Ln *\K
Staunton, VA 24401 &=
EdelweissVirginia.com

B

NTERSTATE |

81

Pilot Travel Center,
|-81 Exit 4

3624 Roy Messer Hwy
White Pine, TN 37890

Flying J,1-81 Exit 77
3249 Chapman Rd
Wytheville, VA 24382

[ itensare

) 81

NTERSTATE |

7 Staunton

2= Roadside24
(Open 24/7)
1408 Skyview Rd
Salem, VA 24153
540-491-4112
Roadside24.net

Roanoke

s

Grab Some German
Grub and English
Theater

Take a break from roughing
it on the trail with AT
dirtbags and enjoy a

little culture. In fact,

enjoy multiple cultures.
Sauntering through
Staunton’s storied streets,
you'll discover some of the
best schnitzel, knackwurst,
and beer on the trail at
Edelweiss. Afterwards, grab
tickets at the Blackfriars
Playhouse—a reproduction
Shakespearean theatre—
that puts you and the kids
on stage (if you get there
early).

Gettysburg

N

Taking Fall's
Scenic Route

Enjoy the epic beauty of
the Blue Ridge from
Gatlinburg to Gettysburg.

ONE OF AMERICA'S MOST FAMOUS ROUTES is in fact older
than the idea of America. And each fall, when fleets of RVs
steer northeast up—or southwest down—the Blue Ridge
Mountains, they take an ancient track. Of Native Americans
on the Great Indian Warpath. Of armies dueling in the Civil
War. Today, the perils lie dormant in historical landmarks.
But the soul of the land still blazes in unmatched autumn

glory across both mountain and valley.
Timing is truly everything in travel. While Appalachia
maintains an aura of majesty in every season, fall is when

the region truly peaks. Now is the time of year to drive with

windows down, to fill your lungs with crisp mountain air
and taste the temporal tinge of autumn. From the fami-
ly-friendly fun of Gatlinburg to camping among “dirtbags”
on the vaunted Appalachian Trail, each small migration
offers its own reward—not least among them being the
awesome shadow of history at Gettysburg.

Riding Up the Blue Ridge

Just southeast of Knoxville and
1-40, Gatlinburg is nestled in the
Great Smoky Mountains. With
local delights like Anakeesta
on-hand and Dollywood just

a short drive away, hold your
hurry for a few days. When the
highway calls, you can easily
drift back north to 1-40 and
merge left onto 1-81—which
runs like a smooth, steady line
through the mountains. Heading
northeast, you’ll soon cross into
Virginia passing Blacksburg (and
all other sorts of ‘Burgs).

From Roanoke, it’s another 87
miles to Staunton, where you can
get some food and stretch your
legs. Thirty minutes further up
1-81 at exit 235, follow VA-276 N
and US-33 E onto Skyline Drive—
officially putting you on the Blue
Ridge Parkway. Cutting north
through the Shenandoah Valley,
the road returns to |-81 after

Front Royal. Take exit 35 onto
I-70 in Maryland then follow
MD-66 N and PA-116 E. In under
an hour, you'll reach America’s
most hallowed battlefield.

An Explosion of Color

Lots of factors come into play

when you're planning a road trip.

This fall, let this be one of them:
Leaves reach peak color on |-81
around mid-October. The French
philosopher Albert Camus once
said, “Autumn is a second spring
when every leaf is a flower” And
on 1-81,you’ll be surrounded

by a sea of orange, gold, red,
and maroon blooms that make
one of North America’s greatest
deciduous delights. Birches glow
yellow. Sassafras ignite like
orange suns. Red maples crown
ridgelines in crimson. This time
of year, every bend in the road is
beautiful to behold.

IOQRVING FALL 2022

EDGE OF THE MAP > ROUTE PLANNER

41



LUXURY FIFTH WHEELS

Quality, Luxury, Comfort & Convenience

Nothing on the road looks, feels, or
performs like an AHARA!

A Division of Forest River, Inc.
A Berkshire Hathaway company.

WWW.EASTTOWESTRV.COM
#GOEASTTOWEST

Photo courtesy of Dutchmen
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of Towing

Finding balance, harmony, and the
proper weight distribution.

othing can quite
mess with your chi
like an unruly trailer.
In a perfect world,
you just hitch up and slide onto the
highway where truck and trailer
become one. But if you don’t have
a proper connection with your
trailer, you can Kiss all that highway
zen goodbye. Instead you could be
wrestling with vehicle control, hard
steering, and poor braking—all of
which are more than bothersome.
They’re dangerous.

Fortunately, if you give weight
distribution the proper attention,
these problems are easy to avoid.
And whether you’re a newbie or a
veteran camper, understanding a
few basic principles can help you
master the tao of towing.

by Lori Gilson

The Importance of Connection

If you’re already asking, “What is weight distribution?” let’s be clear:
e There’s no shame. Let’s just illustrate it for a second. When you

connect your trailer to a tow vehicle, the trailer tongue weight presses
down on the connection point. Without proper weight distribution, the rear
of your vehicle will then be forced downward from the trailer tongue’s weight.
And as the rear of the vehicle goes down, the front of the vehicle will be lifted
up. The result? Reduced weight on the front axle (that’s bad), which can lead to
reduced vehicle and trailer control, insufficient braking power, steering loss, and
overall increased stress and wear on critical vehicle components. (Not to men-
tion increased driver stress as you maneuver on the road with reduced control.)

WITHOUT
WEIGHT
DISTRIBUTION

- =a 555@

WEIGHT
DISTRIBUTION

N—

A
)
[ ] . = r‘EE \ v WITH
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On the other hand, a correctly installed
weight distribution hitch creates balance
between the trailer and the tow vehicle.

It forces them to act as a single unit. They
become one with each other. They drive
as one, handle as one, and brake as one. In
sum, it improves connection, and keeps
braking, steering, and handling character-
istics at safer levels.

Taking Measure
of Balance

Now, whether you installed your hitch
yourself or a dealership professionally
installed it for you, it’s equally important
to make sure your setup has the proper
weight distribution percentage for a
safe and comfortable tow. Even minor
changes in trailer cargo, like full or empty
water tanks, can affect your weight
distribution and reduce tow vehicle
stability. Your process starts with some
measurements.

First, check and adjust your weight
distribution. To do that, you can use a
device like the OnTarget™
Towing Tool by Equal-i-zer.
This tool calculates your
weight distribution percent-
age for you. Alternatively,
you can even manually cal-
culate weight distribution
by gathering a tape mea-
sure, pencil, and calculator.
Just use the table below.

Measure from the ground to the wheel well
through the center-line of the axle

A — Uncoupled from trailer 30"
B — Trailer coupled and on 30"
hitch ball without weight

distribution

C — Fully hitched up with 30%"
weight distribution engaged

Calculated weight distribution 75%
100*(B-C)(B-C)

Target Between 50-100%

Don't suffer through a loud A/C.

Get an RV A/C silencer!

* Noise reduction
Py, * Better filtration
"~ «Increased air flow
. * Simple installation

“It works fantastically. | will
be ordering a second one
for the back bedroom A/C.”

- Rod B., San Diego, CA

Order an RV A/C silencer today!
www.wackoproducts.com

Next, set up or determine your weight
distribution percentage. You’ll need to
take three sets of measurements on your
tow vehicle. Put these measurements
into the OnTarget device or record them
in the table below. Measure first without
the trailer coupled. Then measure with
the trailer coupled—but with no weight
distribution. Finally, measure with the
trailer coupled and the weight distribu-
tion engaged.

With the OnTarget device, a weight
distribution percentage will be calcu-
lated for you. To manually calculate the
weight distribution percentage, find the
difference between B and C, then divide

it by the difference
B c X "]U between Band A,
B A then multiply the

result by 100.

A good weight distribution adjust-
ment falls between 50 and 100 percent.
You can expect every tow vehicle and
trailer combination will be different.
(Refer to your tow vehicle owner’s
manual for exact ratings. You don’t want
to exceed 100 percent.) If you are not
within that range, adjust your hitch to
increase or decrease weight distribution,
then test drive your setup. If during the
test drive, you feel you need more or less

)
W
I
Ui

i

weight distribution, adjust your hitch
and measure again.

Then comes the fun part: the exqui-
site harmony of vehicle and trailer. With
proper weight distribution, your drive
will be safer. More comfortable. And—
take a big breath—more peaceful.

SOME SUBLIME HITCHES

Fastway e2

No chains or bars needed for smarter, safer towing.

Eaz Lift TR3

Easy to install with
adjustable sway control.

Reese Cam Il
Fully automatic,
active sway
control
system.
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TRUST THETFORD TO
KEEP YOU GOING.

| A leader in RV sanitation and toilet solutlons. Thetford

products are specifically designed to keep you going.

Visit thetford.com to learn more.

Aqua-Magic® VI

Space Saving Lightweight Toilet

* Space saving design allows for the
closest possible mounting to the wall

* Foot flush positioned for minimal
floor space interference

* Residential sized SloClose™
seat and cover

* Provides the deepest toilet
bowl available for RVs

Low Profile

High Profile

Iz SloClose

TOILET SEAT & COVER
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INSIDE THE GETTYéBiIRG LL ROADS SPLIT SOMEWHERE—or reach

their end. Driving into Pennsylvania from the
BATTLEFIELD RESORT AND Blue Ridge Mountains, the landscape ignites
THE ING CAMPER

with autumn color. You can imagine the highway
N | going on forever. Life can take on a momentum that
MUN \ N-EGTING seems unstoppable, unalterable. Everything moving
NORTH AND SOUTH.
-

in one direction, until you reach a fork in the road.

sylvania. In July 1863, the road split here for an entire

nation. Two years into a brutal civil war, two massive
armies of Americans collided at a town called Gettysburg. Here,
the fortunes of war fell. And men by their thousands. Musket and
cannon balls littered the field. The combat lasted three days and
became the single largest battle the Americas had ever seen—an
enormous price for a house divided. A dead end for a national
injustice.

Everyone knows Gettysburg. We’ve read Lincoln’s address in
history class. We might have picked up Michael Shaara’s Killer
Angels or thumbed through Bruce Catton’s Glory Road. We’ve
seen stuff in the movies, too. (And scrolled Wikipedia after-
wards.) But every camper knows that’s not all there is. Place,
after all, has the unique power to bring history into the living
present. And that’s the stuff we go for.

Pulling onto the Gettysburg Battlefield Resort, the wheels of
history still turn. Little Round Top is not a footnote here. It’s a
rugged hill to climb—where thousands of stories once converged
and are still converging. With new eyes, we see the past and steer
into the future.

Historically, leaves are not the only things to fall in Penn-
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Joining a More
Perfect Union

The roads to Gettysburg branch out from major
highways—each about a half hour away. Taking
exit 16 off I-81 near Chambersburg, the town is
just a lazy drive to east along US-30. Or, approach-
ing from I-70 in Frederick, yow’ll swing north at
exit 52B onto US-15 following the path the Union
armies once took. There’s a tranquility on the
road. The busyness of the interstates vanishes.
Small homes, open fields, and friendly trees seem
to smile as you pass. On clear days, the autumn
sun gives the route a warm golden glow, and the
air feels crisp like the apple orchards to the west.
This is gorgeous country. You can taste it.

B T b St o S P

Stemming north onto Emmitsburg Road,
three more miles will put the Gettysburg Bat-
tlefield Resort on your right. White fencing and
open ground appear on your
passenger side. As you pull past [
the stonework sign, a line of !
American flags from 1863 salute
your entrance. A little cabin
there serves as the host station,
where you’ll be directed inside
to the barn lodge with the gen-
eral store and the front desk.

Inside the lodge, Travel
Resorts of America members
and their guests settle in at their
own pace. A large fireplace is
kept burning. Comfy couches
and large TVs await road-weary
travelers. There are beautiful
bathrooms. Hershey ice cream is
available steps away, which you
can take with you as you head to
the sunroom with the kids. The
general store is right on hand
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with an attentive staff present, the manager
Jaron among them. Once you enter, you’ll
likely meet him.

Jaron Starner is a Pennsylvania native. He
was born and raised in the RV industry, and
he has a passion for the way his team takes
care of TRA guests. Private membership
camping clubs like TRA were once a dying
breed, but they’re seeing a bold resurgence.
TRA’s own footprint keeps expanding across
the country. It’s not hard for Jaron to see

Members at Travel Resorts
of America belong to a more perfect
union. “From the moment a guest
pulls into our resort, we want to
make sure we take care of them,”
Jaron says. “Our members are
incredible people.” They’re a loyal,
candid, high-energy bunch—who
make relationships with other
members and become part of a
thriving community. Jaron laughs,
“It cracks me up how well our members
know our resort.” His members know the
resort because they roll their RVs in. Often.

EDGE OF THE MAP

why—it’s all about relationships
and expectations. ‘ ‘ YUU I.EAVE

THE RESORT:
YOU TAKE
ARIGHT-

HAND TURN:

AND YOU
ARE ON THE
GETTYSBURG
BATTLEFIELD. 99

Photos courtesy of Travel Resorts of America

Jaron says it’s easy to understand
why. Not all campgrounds are made
equal. Every RVer knows this. And
Jaron sees that’s one big advantage
members have with TRA, “You have a
park to go to that’s going to meet your
expectations and fit your rig.” Mem-
bers have that assurance—whether
they’re staying in New York, Florida, or
Minnesota. At the Gettysburg Battle-
field Resort itself, members get the full
hookup, solid internet, and access to
a165,000-gallon swimming pool with
2-foot shallows for children and 9-foot-
deep end for the divers among us. The
resort is also very up to date with the
electrical demand—80 percent of it
being 50 amp.

Even so, Jaron is convinced the
staff is the resort’s No. 1 amenity.
Camp sites are reserved by members
calling or booking online. Even if the
desk is busy, member services will
answer questions. The resort even has
a concierge service to help members
get the most from their visit, from
local treasures to great food. To see the
battlefield itself, Jaron says they don’t
have to go far: “You leave the resort;
you take a right-hand turn; and you are
on the Gettysburg Battlefield.”

Travel Resorts of America
Interested in previewing this property,
please call TRA at 855-481-6556.

(By appointment only.)

Opening
Maneuvers

The history of Gettysburg is big.
Even today, the sight of the 6,000-acre
field of battle is grand. But the town
itself'is still relatively small, preserved
to maintain its 1863 condition. Just five
miles up the road from the Gettysburg
Battlefield Resort is the National Mili-
tary Park Museum, where most visitors
start. Learning just a few facts here
clues you into the magnitude of the
history involved. Over 175,000 combat-
ants faced each other, brother against
brother. Over three days of fighting,
51,112 became casualties, and 7,058

RE|[ENO N

FREEDOM at its Finest

When your journey involves countless miles or remote campsites, you need trustworthy
power that won't hold you back. Lightweight RELION lithium batteries are maintenance-
free, fast-charging, and environmentally friendly to provide reliable power and peace of
mind while you enjoy some well-earned peace and quiet.

LITHIUM ADVANTAGES
Drop-in Ready
£ Lighter Weight

@) Longer Life {#> Constant Power

x Maintenance Free g More Usable Capacity

The NEW InSight Series 12V is a powerhouse
lithium battery capable of 2,048 watts
continuous, so you can run more appliances for
longer periods while boondocking.

Purchase the standard
in lithium power at

Setting out onto the battlefield

never left the field. Today, 1,328 monu-
ments cast shadows in remembrance.

itself, you can start the tour from your
vehicle. But ultimately, you need to
walk this hallowed ground. You need to
feel the same earth beneath your feet
and imagine what those moments were
like. Visualize the desperate scramble
of Joshua Chamberlain’s 20th Maine to
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seize the high ground at Little Round
Top—the harrowing danger as they fired
against attack after attack from the 15th
Alabama—the moment they realized
that all that was left was the bayonet.
Drive just over a mile north and make
your stand at Cemetery Ridge. Imagine
yourself there as Union soldier Frank
Haskel gazing across the open field to
see, “an overwhelming resistless tide of
an ocean of armed men, sweeping upon
us!” Then imagine being a soldier in the
11th Mississippi making that Confeder-
ate charge—weathering a storm of lead
across an open field—the mass of your
formation disappearing like smoke—
then realizing only fourteen men from
your regiment made it across the road.

Check Out an Animated Battle Map

Watch this video
of how the Battle
of Gettysburg
unfolded.

There is power in being in the place
where this happened. No film, no book
can compare. At Gettysburg, you feel
the weight of the wheels of history.

Of men caught amid the blunders and
ambitions of generals. Of extraordinary
acts of heroism and sacrifice that still
move us. The whole tour leaves one
awestruck. And, truth be told, probably
a little hungry.

An Unforgettable
Retreat

Back at the resort, Jaron might give
you his recommendations before the
concierge service can. There are great
local Italian places like La Bella Italia
and Tommy’s Pizza. Even more, the
town of Gettysburg is full of little pubs,
taverns, and bars that also serve great
food. (Just check the sidebar.) Any
of which are the perfect place to sit
together and share what impressed you
most. It’s also not a bad place to pivot
toward what’s next. Because there’s
more to Gettysburg than the battlefield
alone.

LIVING OFF THE LAND

Napoleon once said:
“An RV marches on its stomach.”

CHARGE THE RIGHT WING!
Get. The. Wings! (Trust us.)
Blue and Gray Bar

2 Baltimore St

Gettysburg, PA 17325

HOLD THE IRISH LINE

Grab a pint and toast an Irish hero!
O'Rorke’s Pub & Eatery

44 Steinwehr Ave

Gettysburg, PA 17325

TUCK INTO A TAVERN

Flavor that goes back to 1776.
Dobbin House Tavern

89 Steinwehr Ave

Gettysburg, PA 17325

SWEET TASTE OF VICTORY

Just let desert take over!
The Chocolatier Restaurant
100 Hersheypark Dr
Hershey, PA 17033

In early October, Adam’s County hosts the
National Apple Harvest Festival. Walking in
the open air with your kids or significant other,
it’s the perfect change of pace—moving from
the gravity of the battlefield to the levity of
nature’s bounty. Picture all the fresh apples,
candied apples, apple bobbing, cider tasting,
and hayrides. It’s good wholesome fun, and if
you haven’t had enough of that, there’s also
Chocolatetown in Hershey Park just an hour
away—easily a full-day adventure of its own. At
night, take some local advice (we got this from
Jaron): Hit up the Lincoln Speedway just a half
hour northeast in Abbottstown to inject a little
adrenaline into your trip—as engines roar and
wheels tear across the dirt track.

Whichever road you choose, they all wind
back to the Gettysburg Battlefield Resort. After
each day’s advance, the way back becomes a
comfort. Like a great Civil War tactician, you’ve
kept a safe line of retreat. And, like a bold strat-
egist, you can even execute a master maneu-
ver—traversing TRA resorts like a network of
bases for adventures up and down the country.
You see, ultimately, all roads split somewhere.
So why not choose the path that continues
state to state—the path where North and South
are equally home to any member. @

Photo courtesy of Travel Resorts of America

Workspace, technology—and
a view the boss would Kkill for.

Introducing The Corner Office™
exclusively from Fleetwood.

The Corner Office™ turns the affordable Frontier GTX into the
ultimate away-from-home office. An L-shaped desk, built-in
monitor and plentiful outlets give you the technology, privacy
and convenience you need—all in front of a large window.
The Frontier GTX also features a spacious floor plan, increased
storage and residential-quality appliances, all mounted on the
high-performance Freedom Sport Foundation and innovative
Freightliner Custom Chassis XCR chassis.

Explore The Corner Office™ and see everything else the
amazing Frontier GTX has to offer at fleetwoodrv.com.

e FLEETWOOD RV


https://vimeo.com/683892043
https://bit.ly/3xaOI2i

Truma systems are designed to provide the highest level
of quality, comfort, and efficiency on any adventure. Our
energy-efficient hot water, heating, and air conditioning
systems allow you to take the comforts of home with you
no matter how far off the beaten path you may roam.

www.truma.net

EDGE OF THE MAP > THE FULL HOOKUP

Vadh

() WEST GLACIER

AV

CAMPGROUND GUIDE

L

HOT SPRINGS

L

Wilderness Waypoints

Autumn camping in Big Sky country is heaven
for wild hearts and restless wanderers.

Boots Campground

3576 East River Road
Medora, ND 58645

(701) 595-0883

Road Trip: Get a glimpse of an
America where the buffalo still
roam at Theodore Roosevelt
National Park. (Over 600 bison
call the park home.) You can
comfortably drive your rig
through the park’s mesas and
be among them. Just make
sure you take those buffalo
selfies from a safe distance—
especially if you get all Kevin
Costner about the “tatanka.”
5-minute drive

Day Rate: $45

Camp Sites: 14

WATER [} STORE
SEWAGE [} LAUNDRY
ELECTRIC = WI-FI L}

PROPANE PET-CARE

Check-In/Out: 12 p.m./11 a.m.

VacationMedora.com

Sunrise Ridge Campground

27288 Wind Cave Road
Hot Springs, SD 57747

(605) 745-4397

Road Trip: Seeing fall foliage
cover the Black Hills is reason
enough to visit Wind Cave
National Park. (And so is the
proximity to Mount Rushmore.)
But twelve miles, just beneath
the surface, you can dive into
an active fossil excavation at
Mammoth site. Six mammoth
skeletons have been found
there, and there’s plenty more
for kids to uncover? 8-minute
drive

Day Rate: $40-43

Camp Sites: 27

WATER [ ] STORE
SEWAGE [} LAUNDRY
ELECTRIC = WI-FI u

PROPANE PET-CARE

Check-In/Out: 2 p.m./12 p.m.

SunriseRidgeCampground.com

Grizzly RV Parks and Cabins

210 S. Electric Street
West Yellowstone, MT 59758

(406) 646-4466

Road Trip: When you're next
door to some of the best fly
fishing in the country, you need
to drop a line—especially since
trout bite even more aggres-
sively in the fall. All of this
makes Yellowstone National
Park and the surrounding area
a fisherman’s paradise. Try and
catch a spot in the fertile tail-
waters between Quake Lake
and Hebgen Dam. 26-minute
drive

Day Rate: $62-127
Camp Sites: 234

WATER ] STORE n
SEWAGE u LAUNDRY ]
ELECTRIC = WI-FI ]

PROPANE ] PET-CARE

Check-In/Out: 1 p.m./11 a.m.
GrizzlyRV.com

n @

f-“;\

Moose Creek RV Resort

11505 US-2
West Glacier, MT 59936

(406) 387-5280

Road Trip: Going-to-the-Sun
Road is a rare wilderness road
that is intended to be driven.
It runs 50 miles from the
west to east side of Glacier
National Park and takes you
across the Continental Divide.
From Moose Creek RV Resort,
you're just over three miles
from what might be the most
stunning drive of your life—
with trails galore to explore.
4-minute drive

Day Rate: $47-88

Camp Sites: 66

WATER u STORE
SEWAGE u LAUNDRY [ ]
ELECTRIC m WI-FI u

PROPANE ] PET-CARE

Check-In/Out: 1 p.m./11 a.m

MooseCreekRV.com
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Your Next
Getaway Plan

Go all-in on all-weather RVing this winter
at these homey Harvest Hosts favorites.

Pa

Mill Lane Winery
Tenino, WA

e When it comes to
romance, we don’t feel
like winter always gets
its due. But consider the
cold. The warmth of the
other person. One RV.
And an intimate night
away from the crowd. At
Mill Lane Winery, you
can enjoy a fantastic
selection of handcrafted,
small-batch wines. Your
host can help you pick
the perfect one for your
perfect night.

Looking to
turn up the
romance with
a night at
the winery? (Clever you.)
Take it up one more notch:
Go ice skating at Sprinker
Recreation Center.

A‘A‘A‘A
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Happy Rock Farm
Gladstone, ND

e Going all-weather in
your RV gets you close

to nature—and fast! So
why not lean into it?
Head to Happy Rock
Farm and make 30 new
fleece-covered friends.
This family-friendly farm
raises alpacas, and, if
you like, an introduction
can be arranged. You can
also buy some primo,
super-warm, alpaca-fiber
hats, socks, mittens, and
gloves.

The hosts
like dogs but
... the alpacas
don't. So, if
you have a dogo, it needs
to stay on a leash—and
maybe take a nap in the
camper during that farm
tour.

BECOME A HARVEST HOSTS MEMBER

Meier’s Creek Brewing Co.
Cazenovia, NY

e Winter is when it
counts to be a short walk
from what’s brewing.
Meier’s Creek Brewing
Co. is located just
outside the (potentially
frozen) lakeside town of
Cazenovia in the heart of
New York State. With the
wind howling in the hop
fields outside, feel free to
make yourself cozy, watch
the brewing process, and
taste what’s hopping.

You're a
3-minute
drive from
a one-hour
snowshoe trek (and a new
potential bar story) on the
lake-flanked Cazenovia
Preservation Double Loop.

Find unlimited overnight
stays at unique locations
across the country for
just $99 a year.

Lost Valley Ski Area
Auburn, ME

® Quick: Think of

a winter adventure!

Were you skiing or
snowboarding? At Lost
Valley Ski Area you can
make a weekend run at
the slopes or learn skiing
for the first time—without
any pretense. There’s also
a Brewpub onsite with
handcrafted beer (brewed
on the premises) and live
music almost every night
the pub is open.

Forget being
a weekend
watrrior. Hit up
Lost Valley on
a weekday. They’re open
Wednesday through Friday
from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. but
closed on Saturday.

l( |

| FULLHOUSE

All the luxuries of home while you're on the road.

Since 2003, DRV Luxury Suites have been the fifth wheels you long for, aspire to, and put at the top of your “someday”

list. How do we do it? We begin by listening to you, our customers. Then we go to extreme lengths to give you everything
you want in a high-end fifth wheel or luxury asset hauler — uncompromising quality, residential construction, luxurious
appointments, no-excuses customer service, and the kind of four-season comfort that makes full-timing the time of your life.
When you choose DRV, you’re not just buying another luxury fifth wheel. You’'re moving up to a true home on the road — one
that will keep you safe, protected and worry-free, no matter where the next adventure leads. Now that you’re ready to relax

and enjoy life, choose the luxury coach that cries freedom every step of the way.

Visit DRVSuites.com for more information and to view floorplans.

| MOBILE SUITES
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You're always
at home here.

They say that home is where the heart is. Maybe that's why so many
people have fallen in love with Big Pine Key and Florida's Lower Keys.
As home to two wildlife refuges, epic ocean views, miles of unspoiled
wilderness and everything from cozy campsites to luxurious RV parks,
and Stock Island'’s delightful restaurants and rustic charm, Florida's
Lower Keys should be at the top of your vacation list.

fla-keys.com/lowerkeys 1.800.872.3722

Key West

BigPineKey
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Photo: Shutterstock.com/William Silver

GOODBYE, CIVILIZATION

The Appalachian Trail is home to a unique
group of people. Countercultural, adven-
turous, independent people. Taking the
rough texture of the land they traverse,
they proudly claim the name dirtbags.
You don’t have to be one to admire their
foot-wearying feats—going almost 2,200
miles thru-hiking from Georgia to Maine.
Or to put their trail wisdom to use. On
the next page, follow an epic Appalachian
journey and take some trail notes for your
next hike.
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NEW MH COMMUNITIES
COMING 2023

ARCADIA @B ACRES
TWIN LAKES

BOOK YOUR 2023 STAY TODAY!
(407) 630-7000

RESORT AT
CANOPY OAKS

LUXURY RV RESORT - LAKE WALES, FL

BOOK TODAY!
(407) 630-7000

—————————

I—
RESORT STYLE AMENITIES = TIKI BAR & CLUBHOUSE
CONFERENCE ROOMS = OVERSIZED SITES = FREE HI-SPEED WIFI
PET FRIENDLY = DOG PARKS = RENTAL COTTAGES = FITNESS CENTERS
GOLF CART RENTALS = BICYCLE RENTALS = PICKLEBALL COURTS

See You in
Six Months

Agony, ecstasy, and everything
you need to master the

AppalaChlan T].‘all iran Federmann o
v think | should
be here.

Patrick Cullinan expected a lot
of things on the Appalachian
Trail, but he certainly did not
expect this much snow. Nor

did he expect to be waking up o .
at 3 a.m. and trudging onwards Pl‘e mium TOWI n g

into the cold, wet dark just to Versatile

stay warm.

Nor is Patrick the only one to
g entertain second thoughts.

Every year, over 4,000 hikers
start the 2,190-mile Appalachian Trail
(aka the AT)—and nearly a fifth of them
quit less than two percent of the way
through. The trail’s southern starting
point lies about an hour north of the
busy hub of the Atlanta airport. And
from there, it lures casual hikers with
promises of backwoods bravado, an
achievement they can boast of the rest
of their life. If they finish.

But Patrick proved to be more than a
casual hiker in 2018. He got through the
snow—and innumerable other unex-
pected obstacles—to complete the AT.
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Now he’s hungry for more and is cur- Towing Just Got Better
E rently pressing his way up the Continen- -
3 tal Divide Trail (CDT), the second prong For more information, please visit m
8 of thru-hiking’s Triple Crown. (He’ll Since 1282 www.camco.net
N

target the Pacific Crest Trail next.)
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One wonders:
What drives a
person to take
on challenges
like this?

“I’ve got this energy or desire to have
adventure,” Patrick admits. And there are
folks like him up and down the trail. Some
are looking to hit reset on life. Others just
want to live differently and not stick to
societal conventions. Anyone taking on the
AT gets four to six months of away, and
they join an on-trail culture with a pithy,
countercultural moniker that most are
proud of: dirtbag.

Patrick grew up hiking and fishing in
Pittsburgh. But it wasn’t until a high school
bike trip to Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia,

Because the-:-jou'rney

as_eTl oyable
-as the destlnatlon

F"f?;ﬁshould be

-
-

that he discovered thru-hiking.
On a water break, Patrick and
his classmates looked up and
noticed a group of hikers resting
near a cliff. His teacher identified
them. Those were thru-hikers
on the Appalachian Trail. His
teacher noted that they’d prob-
ably walked through four to five
pairs of shoes. That got Patrick’s
attention.

A few weeks later, Patrick
completed the Vermont Long
Trail, a 273-mile trek from the
Massachusetts-Vermont border
to Canada. But that wasn’t
enough. He wanted a bigger
challenge. He wanted the AT—an
obsession that began to border
on the extreme. He trained con-
stantly. He researched on Reddit
then found himself sawing his
toothbrush in half and removing
tags from his clothes to save
mere ounces of weight.

-800-410-6

oy

Photo courtesy of Patrick Cullinan

Photo: Shutterstock.com/OFFFSTOCK

But ultimately it wasn’t his conditioning—or the ounces
he didn’t carry—that mattered most on the AT. It was the
mental challenge. “It sucks a lot of the time you’re out
there,” he confesses. “I don’t know anyone that likes waking
up in the rain for the fourth day in a row and putting on your
wet clothes again and packing up a wet tent and hiking all
day.” There are aching feet and sweaty clothes and pains up
and down the length of your body. And you can’t even really
think about the distance. A few
weeks into the AT, Patrick put
two fingers on the map near
Hot Springs, North Carolina.
About 175 miles. His finish line
was not even on the map yet.
Not. Even. Close.

“When you start thinking
about the trail,” Patrick relates,
“you’re not gonna make it.” The
key, he says, is making smaller,
more attainable goals. In three
days you’ll arrive in town. Just
reach that tree up ahead.

Patrick’s journey on the

AT consisted of f ¢6 i i
neammnewrsn - WHEN YyoUu start thinking

breaks at towns in between. In

RVX

View-Hike a Thru-Hike

Ascend the Continental Divide
Trail and camp in grizzly country
with @pat_hikes on Instagram.

on. If the trail exited outside of a town instead of directly
into it, he employed a different method.

“The art of hitchhiking is definitely one to be learned,”
Patrick laughs. He got rides from everyone—plumbers and
electricians, folks with nice cars and pick-ups with empty
truck beds. Whatever got him back to the epic trail that
found its northern endpoint at Katahdin, Maine. All told, it
took Patrick four months to go end-to-end. It takes the aver-
age hiker about six, but, again,
Patrick’s not your average hiker.

“There’s a special energy on
the trail,” he says. While its reality
can disabuse you of any naive
romanticism, the payoff is equally
big. Small pleasures, like sitting
at a picnic table, become big. The
sounds of nature surround you.
Kindness from strangers takes
new meaning. It’s why it takes
a different breed to go. And for
campers like Patrick, the only
question is: How far?

the towns, he found hostels,
laundry, supplies (like toilet
paper), and places to grab a
warm meal before he pressed

about the trail, you're not
gonna make it.”
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LOOK,
WE GET IT.

Not everyone is ready to leave the RV behind

for six months and take on the AT in its

entirety. (Put us in that camp.) But, even so,

Patrick has some great tips to offer any camper

planning on making an extended hike into the

wild. Here are his five biggest tips.

TAKE SOME TRIAL RUNS

Make sure you truly enjoy hiking.
Thru-hikes are not the same as a day
hike. At all. You’re going to feel it. Try
small trips to see how they go and if
you want more. As for your boots,
well, youw’ll wanna break those in
early. Do two nights. Do four nights.
Do two weeks comprised of three-
night stints. If you start to get weary,
moderate your mileage. These runs
are also important to get used to your
gear—and put it into action. What
does it feel like in your sleeping bag
and tent when the temp drops? Spend
anight outside to find out.

NARROW DOWN TO
NECESSITIES

Let’s start with the Big Four: back-
pack, sleeping bag, sleeping pad, and
shelter. After that, you might want to
consider the following.

» Stove and gas canister for
cooking hot meals in the winter

> Water purification, like Aqua-Mira

» Clothes for cold weather, extra socks,
underwear, cookware setup

» Basic first aid and Ibuprofen (or as hikers
call it, “Vitamin I")

» Toothbrush and toothpaste
> Headlamp

> Pocket knife

> Toilet paper

» Cash. Patrick budgeted about
$1,000-$1,300 a month for food, hostels,
and tipping people who gave him a ride.

FALL 2022
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ADOPT A DIRTBAG DIET

In colder weather, warmer
meals like instant mashed pota-
toes and Knorr pasta or rice (“the
hiker’s faithful”) are favorites.

In the summer, simple snacks
like cheese and crackers become
more common. Freeze-dried
meals from brands like Mountain
House become key sources of
protein.

But, hey, these rules aren’t
strict. Eat what keeps you going,
like a true dirtbag. Patrick recalls
seeing someone eat two honey
buns with Nutella and peanut
M&Ms stuffed in between. And
that was a meal.

If you’re lucky, you might get
free food or drinks from gener-
ous strangers, aka “trail magic.”
All that’s expected in return
is your company and good
conversation.

4 B HAVE A BUSINESS PLAN
A

We’ll keep this one short and
sweet:
» Step 1: Dig a hole six inches deep with

a trowel—at least 250 feet from the
trail. (Even dirtbags have etiquette.)

» Step 2: Do your business in the hole.
And aim well.

» Step 3: Clean that butt up, preferably
using stolen gas station toilet paper or
Taco Bell napkins.

» Step 4: Cover the hole and the TP.

> Step 5: Restock on TP at the next
town.

> Step 6: Repeat as nature demands.

STEEL YOUR RESOLVE

Accept the fact that you’re
going to suffer. And you’re
going to be uncomfortable
a lot of the time. Things
will hurt. If you have some
romantic idea about what you
think thru-hiking will be like,
squash it. Instead, focus on
short-term goals that you can
attain and enjoy. Then keep
on pushing. Because you’re
not a quitter. At least not
today. @

Photos courtesy of Patrick Cullinan

CHOOSING THE
RIGHT TRAIL

Wanna get a flavor of the AT, but don’t
have six months to spare? We get that.
See which section best fits your profile.

Weekend Warriors
Mau-Har Loop, VA

Perfect overnight hike with waterfalls
and knockout views.

Difficulty: Hard
Distance: 14 miles
Park at: Sherando Lake Recreation Area

Nature-Loving Newbies
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, TN

Trek through Tennessee’s visitor-friendly
park on a four-day excursion.

Difficulty: Various
Distance: ~70 miles
Park at: Smoky Bear Campground and RV Park

Easygoing Escape

Shenandoah National Park, VA

Ideal stretch for beginners looking to
stretch their range.

Difficulty: Easy

Distance: 100 miles

Park at: Matthew’s Arm Campground

AT Dress Rehearsal
Vermont Long Trail, VT

Escape to warm & cozy

RESERVE TODAY

Your New RV Destination in North Georgia
Serene Mountain Views - Excuisite Facilities
Full Hook-up Paved Sites - Luxury Pool

Talqna}B._idge

talonaridgervresort.com

ANEW PR
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Magne Screen B
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Magne Screen™
is the exclusive
magnetic awning | -
drop shade for
automatic box
awnings.

Call to Order!

Magne Shade

by Hunckter Fabrication LLE

ere

—-_—
Want the real deal? Take 3-4 weeks and . o
test your mettle. :

D'fﬁyl i : _ MagneShade.com 2
ifficulty: Intermediate . - N
Distance: 272 miles (+ 166 miles of side trails) [ = . = 336-753-0905 oy
Park at: Pine Hollow Campground - P i S P 5 )
L b P "

F = i i
IORVING FALL 2022 63


https://bit.ly/3QwKqco
https://bit.ly/3U0eXSQ

RVX > GIRL CAMPING

4 self-care tips for girl
campers going off-grid

e all have a version of our life that we like
to imagine. And some days (let’s be honest
here), it looks a lot like these girl campers on
Instagram. Because they have it figured out.
Emmm— They look cool and independent in their sleek
Class Bs, having fun in the most beautiful (and remote)
places on earth. We know this because they also take
the most incredible selfies. (Naturally!) What would it
be like to go off-grid alone like that?
Well, here’s the good news: Nature is an equal

opportunity employer. If you’re a girl camping newbie,
you can start part time with a rental. (No Instagram
followers necessary.) Just save some dates, pick a pretty
location, and pack up.

Experience will teach you almost everything. (That’s
the fun part.) But here are a few key tips to take off-grid.

IQRVING :: FALL 2022

ASSESS YOUR
CAMPING LEVEL

Solo camping in and of itself
is a big step, so be honest with
you about you. (Otherwise
you’ll have yourself to blame.)
When was the last time you
went camping? Ages ago?
Never? Start at a campground
with the full hookup (water,
electric, waste) and a decent
bathroom. More experienced?
Go for the nearest dream
destination. Then plan your
logistics.

SECURITY

ALWAYS TRUST
YOUR INTUITION

Your gut feeling matters.
Listen to it. If something or
someone feels off, trust your
intuition—even if it means you
have to let good manners go
to the wayside. You don’t have
to put up with (or be polite
to) strangers, especially if you
think it might put you in an
uncomfortable position. Most
campers are kind and courte-
ous, so you shouldn’t expect a
problem.

MAKE LOTS
OF FRIENDS

Being out on your own can

be scary and lonesome when
it's new. But campers are a
friendly (and super helpful)
community. Talk with your
neighbors. Lots of them. Chat
with their kids. Adopt a group
of friends or a family that’s
camping near you. Not only
will you enjoy their occasional
company, but you’ll have some
people nearby willing to help
if you need them.

COMMUNICATION

KEEP REGULAR
CHECK INS

No, your mom didn’t find me
and make me write this. (My
mom did.) Seriously though,
it doesn’t matter that youe a
woman (or a man): It's always
wise to maintain outside
communication. Even just to
say that you made it from A to
B.That doesn’t mean posting
your camp location on social
media every hour. Post the
photos afterward (and make us
all jealous).

Photo: Shutterstock.com/attilio pregnolato

Get 5G on the Road.
Fast. Reliable. Secure.

Discover how AT&T enables our fast 5G speeds for customer
to download, stream, and share when you're on the road.

B here for

available I 'RVin g
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CALL 855.834.4682 TODAY OR VISIT US AT IHEARTRVING.TRAVELRESORTS.COM

"Travel Resorts ofAmerica |

The Pursuit of Happiness. I"’

TIME TO BE T
LIKE ROYALTY °

4

A—'

(7

NIGHTS
COMPLIMENTARY
CAMPING

$1000 VALUE

Call us today!

3

THE BEST CAMPING ON THE RIVER!

Wally World Riverside Resort is your perfect vacation destination located
directly on the picturesque Mohican River in the heart of Ohio’s Amish country.
At Wally World you'll have the best camping sites on the river at a clean and
family oriented campground. With access to a full range of amenities and easy
accessto somany areaattractions you’ll wantto come

backagainandagain!

NORTH CAROLINA AT IT'S BEST!

Come experience one of North Carolina’s most beautiful campground resorts,
located just minutes from historic Pinehurst. Explore and enjoy everything
Sycamore Lodge has to offer, from our historic main lodge and 200 acre forest
to our private stocked lake, beach and swimming pool. Whether you're
looking for a relaxing getaway amongst our beautifully manicured grounds or
anabundance of funfamily activities, Sycamore Lodge s

the perfect destination for those who love to camp.

RELAX AT BASS LAKE!

At Bass Lake Resort, there is truly something for individuals of all ages and
interests. Our activities and events are second to none, and take place
year-round. Not to mention our two outdoor swimming pools; two clubhouses,
one for families as well as one just for the adults; a miniature golf course; a
restaurantand bar; a country store; nature trails, for both short walks

andlong hikes; laundry facilitiesand much more. Asa gated and
secure year-roundresort, there'salwaysa comfortable, @ /44

RIVERSIDE RESORT

SYC\MORE LODGE

safeand warmsense of community.

FLORIDA FUN AT LUNA SANDS!

Luna Sands is located about 30 minutes from beautiful Daytona Beach and a little
overan hour from Orlando. The weather is beautiful all Winter and so close for all of
yourentertainment needs. Whether you enjoy NASCAR or
Mickey Mouse you are rightinthe middle of things. Then head
back to our beautiful resort; shoot agame of pool, go
swimming or relax around the campfire.

N/,
Resort

LIFE'S AN ADVENTURE, ENJOY THE RIDE!

Located in the Salt Fork Lake Region, Rocky Fork Ranch is the perfect place for
afamily getaway. With over 850 pristine acres, this resort truly has something
for everyone. Nestled in one of Ohio’s most spectacular forests,Rocky Fork

Ranch provides endless possibilities for the outdoor enthusiast.

Y
Youdon’tevenneedtoleave theranchforan Q_Oc\( FO;?
adventure-packed vacation asamenitiesinclude: indoor a
heated pool, outdoor pool, horseback riding &trails,
golfdriving range, mini golf, paint balland somuch more! ?7 Q‘S
VepRes®

RELIVE THE GETTYSBURG EXPERIENCE!

Located on the southern edge of the most famous Civil War battlefield, our
amazing campground resort provides by far the best setting for the perfect
family getaway. Whether you’re soaking up American history
orsun by our Olympic size swimming pool, you will discover
unlimited opportunities for epic funand relaxation 5

at Gettysburg Battlefield Resort. So come create
your own Gettysburg history and visit us today!

MAKE GEORGIA YOUR NEXT STOP!

Fifty-five acres make up our beautiful North Shore Resort at Lake Oconee, GA.
The campground was developed with a “railroad” theme and 23 railroad cars
were brought in and used as offices, in recreational areas, as shops, and as
overnight accommodations. Club cars, cabooses, and boxcars were used in the
design scheme giving the resort a truly unique flavor for your next vacation
stay, Therailroad cars exist today and are just one of the
amenities that makes usa premier Georgia

Lake Country destination. Calltoday to ask about
acampsite or cabin vacationstay. We have plenty

of space for your next event or vacation. Come
seewhat North Shore resort hastooffer.

Photo: Shutterstock.com/Body Stock

There is no better base
camp. But make sure
you're equipped with
these two things.

unting is an ancient artform—a way of life as old as
travel. Native Americans in the 18th century (and
ages before) used to hunt up and down the Great
Indian Warpath. Further west, tribes like

>»>

the Sioux mastered archery on horseback to wade into the
herds of bison that covered entire landscapes. (Yes, we’re
thinking of “Dances with Wolves.”) But even today, hunters
still shed the sedentary standards of civilization, mounting
up their trailers and rigs to weave their way into the wild.
The biggest advantage to bringing your RV on a hunt
is location. Most folks have to travel out-of-state to find
big game—or land where feral populations have gone hog
wild. An RV enables you to close the distance and establish
a base camp in the wild. That’s big for logistics and even
better for comfort in the cooler months of hunting season.
(Reminder: You should winterize before you go.) Also, some
of the best hunting happens on private land, which means
that all you need is permission from the owner to park your
rig on their property.
But before you head out to field and stream, take special
care to consider two things for your hunting trip.

Safe and Secure
Firearm Storage

The internet may argue other-
wise, but we simply haven’t seen
a good safe for long guns in your
RV. Safes are really heavy and
really bulk. Put one in your closet
and nothing else is gonna make
it in. Which is why we prefer a
gun case, like the PELICAN 1750
LONG CASE. It’s unbreakable,
watertight, and plenty long for
hunting rifles and shotguns—
which should be stored unloaded
and separate from your ammu-
nition. You can secure the case
with a lock and easily slide its
slender profile into a storage
space within your cabin.

Knowledge of State
and Local Laws

While the federal Gun
Control Act of 1968 states you
can carry firearms across state
lines (with certain legal excep-
tions), so long as you and your
passengers are legally allowed
to possess the weapons in both
the state of origin as well as the
destination.

That means you need to be
aware of the state and local
laws for both the destination
you’re traveling to and the
states you’re traveling through.
Your firearms need to be
unloaded and locked in a con-
tainer (as mentioned). @

<L
PELICAN
1750

LONG CASE
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A% DOMETIC EIz

RV TECH AND TRADECRAFT

YOUR PEAK
AT 2023

NEW IS ALWAYS SHROUDED IN MYSTERY —until it arrives. Now, that moment

Dometic GO

Designed with outdoor adventures in mind, Dometic GO equips
you to get out faster, stay out more comfortably, and embrace
the outdoors with family and friends.

is here. Next year’s 2023 models are ready to step into the light. The new class
is bolder, edgier, more rugged—and increasingly energy efficient. These RVs are
ready to captivate any campsite they pull into. Whether they turn heads on the
glampground or launch an overland expedition ... well, that’s up to you.

With everything you need to get outside — versatile seating
" and dining; ample storage and organization options; and a

g unique water supply system — Dometic GO lets you make the
most of your time out-of-doors.

Photo courtesy of Four Wheel Campers

Visit dometic.com to order
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FIFTH WHEELS, TOY HAULERS

Information provided for entertainment purposes only and not guaranteed accurate. For up-to-date specifications
on all RV models, please contact each respective manufacturer directly prior to making any purchase decisions.

TOPLEVEL > 2022 FIRST LOGK

AND TRAVEL TRAILERS

EAST T0 WEST AHARA 378BH-0K

Why We Heart This:

You don’t get a fifth wheel because you wanna go small. And the
Ahara delivers big—on luxury and capacity. Its Barrington Maple
interior décor dazzles. Its massive open-floor design makes way
for a spacious galley with a beautiful island. Bunks, fold downs,
and king-sized beds maximize sleep space inside, and the double
awnings extend shade outside.

See more at EastToWestRV.com.

uriT -

Specs:

» LENGTH: 41 FT 5 IN

» HITCH WEIGHT: 2,605 LBS

» HEIGHT: 13 FT 6 IN

» FRESH/GRAY/BLACK: 63/90/90 GAL

» DRY WEIGHT:

14,109 LBS

» MSRP: $113,825

INTECH 0-V-R NAVIGATE

Why We Heart This:

Built to rumble comfortably off-grid but still large enough to fit
the family, the O-V-R Navigate is an adventure trailer that both
looks the part and plays it well. Hidden in the striking silhouette
of its razor-edge design, there’s a slide-out kitchen to cook out-
doors. Inside, a dedicated bedroom and wraparound dinette make
space count where it matters most.

See more at inTech.com.

Specs:

» LENGTH: 27 FT 1 IN

» GVWR: 7,500 LBS

» HEIGHT (W/AC): 10 FT 6 IN

» DRY WEIGHT: 5,900 LBS

» FRESH/GRAY/BLACK: 44/39/39 GAL

» MSRP: $64,400

-

i -

ATC PLA 2917

Why We Heart This:

Toy haulers usually sacrifice living space for garage space. But
we're wowed by the ATC PLa’s ability to let you keep that choice
open. The modular design of the garage enables you to configure
the space as you desire. Moreover, the technology onboard makes
control simple. From the Firefly Integrations controls to the MB
Quiart stereo, all systems and sound are at your command.

See more at ATCTrailers.com.

Specs:

» LENGTH (W/HITCH): 35 FT 6 IN

» HITCH WEIGHT: 975 LBS

» HEIGHT (W/AC

): 11 FT 6 IN

» FRESH/GRAY/BLACK: 100/45/45 GAL

» DRY WEIGHT:

7,600 LBS

» MSRP: $73,995 (STARTING AT)
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Photos courtesy of respective manufacturers

NUCAMP TAB 400

Why We Heart This:

The truth is: Almost every teardrop looks cool from the outside.
The TAB 400 couples the classic look with European styling,
but—Like any great RV (or person)—it’s what's inside that matters
most. Somehow it pulls off squeezing a true queen-sized bed, full
kitchen, wet bath, and second sleeping space (a converted dinette)
in a way that feels easy. That’s no small feat.

See more at nuCampRV.com.

Specs:

» LENGTH: 18 FT 3 1IN

» DRY WEIGHT: 2,840 LBS

» WIDTH: 7 FT 6 IN

» GAWR: 3,900 LBS

» HEIGHT: 8 FT 8 IN

» FRESH/GRAY/BLACK: 22/18/12 GAL

» MSRP: $50,089
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OFFROAD CAMPERS AND
CUTTING-EDGE CLASS B MODELS TOPLEVEL > 2022 FIRSTLOOK

FOUR WHEEL CAMPERS HAWK WINNEBAGO SOLIS NPF 33P

Why We Heart This: Specs (Roll Over Couch): Why We Heart This: Specs:

There’s very little that's more American than throwing evewthing > ROOF LENGTH: 10 FT 8 IN  INT. HEADROOM: 6 FT 5 IN Ify_ou thought the overland movement was conﬁned_to light > CHASSIS: RAM PROMASTER 280HP  EXT LENGTH: 19 FT o 1IN

in the back of your truck. The Four Wheel Campers HAWK is where trailers and pop-ups, watch out—here comes the Solis NPF. Its

the art of robust individualism has reached perfection. Fitting full- > FLOOR LENGTH: 6 FT 8 1IN > FRESH WATER: 20 GAL back opens and drawers extend for storage space. Its pop top > ENGINE: 3.6L V6 GAS > EXT HEIGHT: 9 FT

sized trucks with regular 6-to 6.5-foot beds, this hardy pop-up is a » BODY WIDTH: 6 FT 8 IN » DRY WEIGHT: 1,100 LBS has a 220-watt solar panel on top and a FROLI sleep system for > GVWR: 8,900 LBS » EXT WIDTH: 6 FT 9 IN
no-nonsense approach_to going overland. It sleeps up to four—so Fwo un_derneath.Thermalwmdow coverings and ceiling-to-floor > GCWR: 12,000 LBS > FRESH/GRAY/BLACK: 20/20/5 GAL
choose three friends wisely. insulation keep the cab cozy—and the weather at bay.

See more at FourWheelCampers.com. See more at Winnebago.com.

LANCE ENDURO JAYCO SOLSTICE LI

Why We Heart This: Specs:

Why We Heart This: Specs:

The Solstice Li tackles energy efficiency from every angle—with

If this is what 2023 RVs look like, bring them on! The Lance

. . L. R N » LENGTH: 19 FT » GVWR: 4,500 LBS . . » CHASSIS: FORD TRANSIT AWD 350HD » EXT HEIGHT: 10 FT
Enduro is sharp, rugged, and irresistibly cool. Every crevice is its Renogy 3500W inverter charger, 200W roof-mounted solar
crafted for the outdoors adventurer—from the placement of its > HEIGHT: 9 FT 5.5 IN > FRESH/GRAY: 46/26 GAL panels, 30-amp electrical service,and 48V-210Ah smart lithium > GVWR: 11,000 LBS > EXT WIDTH: 82 IN
state-of-the-art solar panels to its optional rooftop tent. With the » DRY WEIGHT: 3,500 LBS battery—which provides 10KW hours of power. Also, you can avoid » GCWR: 12,600 LBS » FRESH/GRAY/BLACK: 24/15.75/15.50 GAL

latter, the Enduro can sleep up to six. Somehow it also packs a wet
bath inside and a tidy kitchen outside.

a dreadgd R\{ mishap' (Page 25) with its 360-degree camera, blind-  EXT LENGTH: 19 FT 8 IN
spot assist, side-sensing, and reverse sense systems..

See more at LanceCamper.com. See more at Jayco.com.

Photos courtesy of respective manufacturers
Photos courtesy of respective manufacturers
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LUXURY RVS AND
MOTOR COACHES

THOR MOTOR COACH PASADENA 38BX

Why We Heart This:

There’s something about the Pasadena 38BX that’s a strange and
awesome mixture of luxury and science fiction. The dome of this
diesel-driven Class C itches for travel. And the cabinet-cloaked
bunks would make an astronaut proud. Satin finish cabinetry
ranges from the kitchen to the master king-sized bed, giving the
cabin a warm quality—and providing lots of storage.

See more at ThorMotorCoach.com.

Specs:

76" DREAM DINETTE

THEATER SEATING

» CHASSIS: FREIGHTLINER S2RV

» EXT HEIGHT: 13 FT 3 IN

» ENGINE: CUMMINS B6.7L 360 HP

» EXT WIDTH: 101 IN

» GVWR: 32,700 LBS

» FRESH/GRAY/BLACK: 100/41/40 GAL

» EXT LENGTH:

39 FT 10 IN

» MSRP: $349,500

TireMinder i10 RV Tire Monitoring System

Experience peace of mind with the industry’s most award winning tire monitoring solution. System includes built
in pressure and temperature monitoring to warn you of tire leaks, low pressures, high pressures, faulty or dragging

breaks, and sudden blowouts.

Find out more at:
www.TireMinder.com

TIREPROTECTION
PEACECFMIND

WI.TERW | A>DOMETIC

Photos courtesy of respective manufacturers

Photos courtesy of respective manufacturers

FLEETWOOD RV FLEX 34)

Why We Heart This:

Because it’s proof you can have it all. And by all we mean all your
friends with you. Seriously, they can sleep in the bunk beds in the
slide or on the jack-knife sofa or in the Hide-A-Loft drop-down
bed or at the Dream Dinette. There are four LED TVs for everyone
to watch. Come morning, they can get breakfast in the huge gal-
ley—which, of course, has one of the fanciest backsplashes we’ve
ever seen.

See more at FleetwoodRV.com.

Specs:

"\
TOP LEVEL > 2022 FIRST LOOK

>

CHASSIS: FORD F-53

» EXT LENGTH: 36 FT

>

ENGINE: FORD 7.3L TRITON V8

» EXT HEIGHT: 12 FT 4 IN

GVWR:

22,000 LBS

» EXT WIDTH: 100 IN

GCWR:

43,000 LBS

» FRESH/GRAY/BLACK: 50/37/37 GAL

» MSRP: $207,034

COACHMEN SPORTSCOACH 35408

Why We Heart This:

Everything with the Sportscoach 354QS is smooth and easy. The
driving is smooth. The kitchen surfaces are smooth. The lighting

is superior to almost anything we’ve seen. But you can also turn it
down, light the fireplace, and play some Miles Davis on the built-in
soundbar. Because in the Sportscoach 354QS, everything’s a little
easier—from the textured glass of shower to the king-sized bed.

See more at CoachmenRV.com.

Specs:

>

CHASSIS: STRAIGHT RAIL FREIGHTLINER | » EXT LENGTH: 36 FT 3 IN

>

ENGINE: CUMMINS ISB 340 HP REAR DIESEL | » EXT HEIGHT: 12 FT 1@ IN

>

GVWR:

26,000 LBS

» EXT WIDTH: 102 IN

GCWR:

30,000 LBS

» FRESH/GRAY/BLACK: 72/45/45 GAL

» MSRP: $329,025
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RV MARKETPLACE

Major RV Innovation

CloZures Shade

Operate without opening the
screen or entry door.

Enjoy outside view, control privacy,

temp, and light with just a finger slide.

Zarcor.com

972-380-8724 | 800-877-4797

oY SULASTIC

RUBBER SPRING

www.sulastic.com
(210) 492-4469

HAVE AN RV PRODUCT
OR SERVIGE FOR SALE?
ADVERTISE IT HERE!

Contact Kim Whitaker for
available ad sizes and rates.

Kim@IHeartRVing.com
(919) 412-6325

IOQRVING ::FALL 2022

TOPLEVEL > SMART BUYS

EcoFlow Delta 2

Portable Power Station
OFF-GRID, WE FOUND LOTS TO LOVE IN THIS LIGHTWEIGHT POWER OPTION.

| BOTTOM LINE UP FRONT:

ECOFLOW STEPS UP THEIR GAME by stepping down in weight—by over 3
e pounds! The X-Stream rapid charging tech is unbeatable, charging up to

an amazing 80 percent from just 50 minutes of AC power. Solar panels

can charge with up to 500W, keeping you topped off when you’re off-grid.

This means you can charge cameras, laptops, devices for the kids, or even
power a blender. (We’re thinking margaritas, boondocking style!) It’s even

strong enough to keep your fridge running during power outages at home
(although results may vary—tremendously). You can keep track of power
going in and out on the LED screen, or with the EcoFlow app on iOS or

Android smartphones.

| FEATURES WE LOVE:

A Lightweight
Heavyweight

At just 27 pounds, Delta 2 fea-
tures 1024Wh of power, and it’s
designed for 3000 charge cycles
up to 80%+ capacity. That’s
going the full 10 rounds!

X-Stream Fast Charge
Plug in to AC for an 80%+
charge in just 50 minutes!
Off-grid? It handles up to 500W
of solar input, or charge from

a 12V plug in your car. And you
can charge while using plugged
in devices. Charge on.

USB Everything

USB-A? Two standard, plus two
more that fast-charge with 18W.
USB-C? Two of those, at 100W
each—enough to charge some
laptops directly without a power
brick!

6 (Very Social) AC Ports
Plug it all in! The six AC ports
can handle 1800W total and

a 2700W surge, so you can
power or charge devices without
touching your rig’s battery. The
smartphone app lets you control
and monitor everything.

Power your
adventure. Buy
at EcoFlow.com.

SEE OUR FULL REVIEW
ON YOUTUBE

Watch Nate put the
EcoFlow Delta 2—and all
sorts of other RV gear—in
action on our new I Heart
RVing channel.

MSRP:

$999.

00

Photo courtesy of EcoFlow

Photo courtesy of Jayco

FINAL TOASTS AND LAST
'

One Lasl

Turn of the Leaf

JUST THANKFUL TO SAVOR EVERY MOMENT WITH YOU.

1 LAST LAUGH

(The Daddest Joke Around)

What do you call an RV man-
ufacturer that makes RVs that
are just OK, but not great?

A satisfactory.

1 FINAL
INSPIRATION

(Deep Thoughts)

“My favorite thing about
RVing is that you can drive
across the country, and
wherever you go, you're
home.”

- Heather Mooney, Florida reader

“Go around me. I'm retired.’
- Our favorite sticker. Get it
at IHeartRVing.com/shop.

1 SIMPLE HACK

(PB&JOats)

Some of our favorite mainstays
for breakfast are ones we prep
ahead of time. Overnight oats
certainly fit that bill. Put some
oats, some milk,and whatever
flavoring you like in a jar,and
let them sit overnight. We like
simple cinnamon and sugar, but
the kids prefer peanut butter
and jelly. Naturally.

1 FORMAL
INVITATION

(lust for You)
Join us on Facebook
at @IHeartRVing
Join us on Instagram
at @IHeartRVing

Join our eNews list at
www.lHeartRVing.com

ROASTS FOR THE ROAD

We go—because fall is
the season for leaving.

1 VERY IMPORT-
ANT THANK YOU

(To You and You and You)

Let’s face it: We know you

don’t read magazines for the
ads (although, we’ve got some
pretty killer ones if you ask us).
But we couldn’t fill this maga-
zine with exceptional articles
without exceptional advertis-
ers—and boy do we have some!
Thanks to all our friends at
Camco, Dometic, East to West,
Ember RV, Fleetwood RV, KZ

RV, Keystone RV, Heartland RV,
Grand Design RV, and Truma for
keeping this crazy ride rolling!

1 CLOSING WORD

(Welcome to the Campground
Is 4 Words)

We like to talk about living
your best life. That doesn’t look
the same for everybody, but
everyone’s best life has at least
one thing in common: It takes
work to get there. Whatever

your dream life is, it’s reachable.

Whether it’s finding an open
road or a perfect parking spot,
a unique place to camp or a
new friend to meet, if you keep
driving, you'll get there. And
we’'ll be right here to help you
along the way.

RVs Wanted

e
V. ¥
&
HI/BUYERSUSA

WE BUY YEAR 2015-2022 DIESEL
& GAS - CLASS A,B,AND C'S
FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP
TOLL FREE 1-888-782-8987

www.RVBuyersUSA.com

WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE
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FIRESIDES > PUZZLES

ACROSS

1. Container weight

5.Reprimand, with "out”

9. Swallows water eagerly

14.Didn't have enough

15. Deep purple, edible berry

16.Wagner work

17.Refusal to interfere

20. Boston newspaper

21.Dorm room staple

22.Sign of summer

24. A British gentlemen
(Archaic)

28.Snowman prop

31. Diarist Samuel

34.Maple genus

35. Trick taker, often

36.Abysmal test score

37.Ancient city NW of Carthage

38. Private property
42. Leisurely walk
43.Send to the canvas
44, Drink from a dish
45. Impulse transmitter
46. Physics particle
48.Half a matched set
49. Lampoons
51.Australian runner
53. Inflammation of the ear
56.Cremona artisan
60. Conceited
64. Unfit for Jewish
consumption
65. Bubbly drink
66. Season to be jolly
67. Bakery supply
68.Bow
69. Prize since 1949
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DOWN

1. Chinese dynasty

2. Gone wrong?

3. Ashcroft's predecessor
4. Like some mushrooms
5. Dracula, at times

6. Air Force heroes.
7.Dermal development
8.Vivacious

9. Dead duck

10. Current

11.Floral necklace

12. Adept

13. Gabriel, for one

18. Fomerly know as
19."Aeneid" figure

23, Airy

25. Tapered, frozen formation

26. Fruit juice

27.Understood

28. Greek surname

29. Mountaineering tool for
frigid conditions

30.Being

32.Big time

33. Lively Bohemian dance

36.Animal house

37.Amateur video subject,
maybe

39. Well wishes before a
vacation

40. Listening device

41.A bag-shaped fish trap

46.Bon mot

47. Improved selling price

48. Caring

50. Brown ermine

52. Fortify

N

ﬂlﬂ il I O S e
HddE dddEE JEEE
35 36 37

L PP P L]

"]
G -
NN EEEEE
ilEEE JEEE
NN aEEn

54.Knowing, as a secret

55. Fodder holder Completion is one
57.Bit kind of standard
58.Abound ... correctness is
59.0ne way to stand by another. Scan the QR
60.Dump code to see which

61." he drove out of sight standard you met.
62. Grassy area
63. grass
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QUALITY
IS NOTAN OPTION...
T'S A HABIT.

AT GRAND DESIGN OUR GOAL IS SIMPLE...

Continue leading the industry with quality products while improving
the customer’s RV experience before, during, and after the sale.

GRAND ADESIGN

RECREATIONAL ~“——_-——~>- VEHICLES

GrandDesignRV.com


https://iheartrving.com/magazine/i-heart-rving-fall-2022/
https://bit.ly/3RzGIAe

speciaL IRVIDG orFFer!
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GET AN ADDITIONAL

sso (OFF TV ASFLEXIBLE As

YOUR TRAVEL PLANS
ANY DISH OQUTDOORS ANTENNA

BUNDLE USE CODE: IHEARTRV - Free and Fast Shipping
P— . v - No home service required

- No Wifi Or Cell Service Needed!

CALL NOW!
855-424-7389
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Not just TV. TV anywhere you want. Visit dishoutdoors.com/iheartrving.



https://bit.ly/3xbC7Mn



